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GUNMAN ADMITS MURDERING FATHER IN STREET SHOOTING 


A MAN has pleaded guilty to murdering a Wolver¬ 
hampton father in broad daylight on a Black Coun¬ 
try street. 

On the third day of his trial, Mohammed Humza 
altered his plea and admitted shooting dead Carl 
Campbell in West Bromwich. Humza admitted the 
murder of 33-year-old Mr Campbell on December 27 
last year at Birmingham Crown Court. 

In the wake of the confession, Mr Campbell’s 
friend of 20 years Rakesh Kumar described the ter¬ 
rifying scene when bullets rained down on his hired 
Ford Fiesta in the centre of West Bromwich. Five 
shots were fired into the Fiesta as it waited at traffic 
lights two days after Christmas. Mr Campbell, who 
was in the passenger seat, was shot in the face and 
. killed almost instantly. 

Victim - Carl Campbell Mr Kumar told the court he had driven a slightly 



hungover Mr Campbell and one of his friends to Er- 
dington for a late breakfast. 

After driving around with a brief stop at a car 
park they headed back towards West Bromwich and 
ended up on Dartmouth Street. Mr Kumar said: 
“There was a red light so I pulled up behind a car. 
As the lights were changing a car sped from behind 
me and parked on the opposite side of the road. 

“It had suddenly braked and I thought he was 
probably stopped because of the lights. Then the 
next minute I felt shards of glass hitting my face. 
I thought someone had thrown a brick through the 
car but then realised it was a gunshot that had come 
through on Carl’s side. 

“I shut my eyes because the shards were sprayed 
into my face and slouched down - then heard an¬ 
other two or three bangs. 


“Then there was another bang and after that I 
looked across and Carl was slouched to the side and 
had a wound to his cheek and blood was pouring 
out.” 

Mr Kumar said he then heard the other car - 
which CCTV shown in court has previously iden¬ 
tified as an Audi Q5 - ‘revving away”. He called 
emergency services and tried to carry out chest com¬ 
pressions, but his school friend could not be saved. 
Before issuing his guilty plea, Humza, 20, had ac¬ 
cepted firing a gun at Mr Campbell but claimed it 
was to ‘frighten’ rather than injure. Vikesh Chau- 
han, 24, who is alleged to have been driving the 
Audi, and Jaspal Rai, 25, also said to have been in 
the car at the time, deny murder and possession of 
a firearm with intent to endanger life. 

The trial continues. 


Police in attendance 274 times in just five years 


WOODS ARE SAFE 
- CHIEFS PLEDGE 


MANAGERS at Warley Woods say the park is 
safe for users after police revealed they at¬ 
tended on hundreds of occasions in the past 
five years. 


The 100-acre park in Sandwell, which has been targeted 
by vandals, has been visited by West Midlands Police a to¬ 
tal of 274 times since 2012. Among the scores of incidents 
recorded by West Midlands Police are anti-social behaviour, 
concerns for people’s safety 
and suspicious behaviour. 

But there are also visits for ‘ad¬ 
ministration’ reasons. This year, 
out of the 14 visits, nine were for 
administration. Four were for pub¬ 
lic safety, one was for anti-social 
behaviour. 

Trustees at the Warley Woods 
Community Trust have defended 
the park’s image, claiming it is a 
‘safe place’. 

Trust chairman Viv Cole said: “I 
don’t want people to think they do 
not feel safe at the park. We work 
really hard to make it a welcoming 
place where people can relax.” 

Fellow trust member Kate Slade 
said: “I’m quite surprised by these 
figures. I don’t think we have many 
call-outs. There have been a few 
fires this summer, but nothing 
major. We have had a little vandal¬ 
ism, but we would say it feels like a 



Part of the 100-acre park 

very safe place to use. I don’t like 
to think we have a problem with 
crime.” 

Warley MP John Spellar said: 
“I will be discussing this with the 
council officers. 

“Given it has been restored to be 
such a wonderful facility we need to 
ensure it is kept accessible and safe 
for all residents to enjoy with their 
family and friends.” 


Family ties for running brothers-in-law 


TWO brothers-in-law who live in the 
same street are to better family ties by 
running their first marathon joined by a 
strip of Velcro. Stephen Palmer will act 
as a guide for 45-year-old Alex Stitt who 
has been visually impaired since birth 
and is registered as blind. 

They will line up for the Birmingham 
International Marathon alongside pal 
Janos Vincze who is also tackling the 
26.2-mile test for the first time. Ste¬ 
phen, a 30-year-old plasterer and father 
of one has known Alex, married to his 
sister Nicola, for more than eight years 
and moved to live in the same street as 
them - Apsley Road, Oldbury - almost 
three years ago. 

Alex had been a keen runner for some 
time but was forced to give it up after his 
guide emigrated to New Zealand seven 
years ago. 

Stephen explained: “He took part in 
the first Birmingham half marathon and 
wanted to compete in the first marathon 
and, at Christmas, asked me if I would 
be his guide. I have never done much 
running. I even hated training when I 
played football but I can rise to the oc¬ 
casion if set a challenge. I agreed to help 
him.” 



From left, Janos Vincze, Stephen Palmer and Alex Stitt in the Birmingham 10k 


COUNCIL 

Fly-tipping fight 
hailed a success 

A NEW rapid enforcement team set up to 
tackle fly-tipping in Sandwell has issued 
eight £400 fines in just five weeks. 

Fixed penalty notices were issued in 
seven of the cases after black bags con¬ 
taining household or trade waste were 
found dumped in streets. The bags con¬ 
tained documents that meant the owner of 
the waste could be traced. 

In the other incident, household items 
- including a mattress, white goods and 
carpet - had been dumped. 

Councillor Elaine Costigan, public health 
chief, said: “This is a brilliant start for our 
rapid response team. We really want to get 
the message out there that fly-tipping is 
unacceptable.” 

SHOPPING 

Town is among the 
worst for business 

A SANDWELL town has been ranked 
among the worst for shopping. 

Wednesbury was ranked one of the 
lowest in the table - made up of 1,000 
business districts across the country - 
coming in at 977. 

West Bromwich came in at 795 and 
Halesowen at 512. 

The quality of business districts 
across the country have been ranked 
in the new report which looks at the 
quality of shops. 

DESIGN 

Company lands its 
biggest £1 Om order 

WEATHERITE has landed its biggest order 
in its 45-year history. The manufacturer of 
bespoke air conditioning equipment, with 
a base in West Bromwich, has won a £10m 
contract. 

The contract, to supply air conditioning 
equipment at a data centre facility in Ire¬ 
land, includes the design and manufacture 
of 66 air conditioning units. 
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Smith will tackle child care failings 



New chief - Jacqui Smith 


FORMER Home Secretary Jacqui Smith 
has been drafted in to help turn around 
Sandwell’s failing children’s services. 

Ms Smith, who was the first female 
Home Secretary and served as MP for 
Redditch from 1997 until 2010, will 
chair the board of the borough’s new 
children’s social care trust. 

Plans were announced late last year 
to introduce an independent trust to 
run the borough’s children’s social care 
services. It followed a six-month review 
of the services in the wake on an ‘inad¬ 
equate’ Ofsted ranking last year. The 
board aims to ‘drive innovation with ef¬ 


fective multi-agency working to make a 
positive impact on those children most 
in need of protection and care’. 

In recent months, council chiefs said 
they have worked closely with Com¬ 
missioner Malcolm Newsam and the 
Department for Education to agree de¬ 
tailed plans. Ms Smith said: “This is a 
really exciting opportunity to improve 
the lives of the most vulnerable children 
and families in Sandwell. 

“When life gets tough for children, 
they deserve the best care and the best 
people to support them. My job is to help 
build that team by challenging us all to 


find the best ways to improve and inno¬ 
vate - and by making the trust a great 
place to work.” 

Since leaving Parliament in 2010, Ms 
Smith has chaired the University Hos¬ 
pitals Birmingham NHS Foundation 
Trust and more recently has been the 
interim chair of the Heart of England 
NHS Trust. 

Council leader Steve Eling, said: “I 
welcome Jacqui Smith’s appointment 
as chair of the trust and look forward to 
working with her as we launch a fresh 
approach for children’s social care ser¬ 
vices in Sandwell.” 


Mela's music and mirth 
brings out the crowds 



Ijaz Mahmood with children Crowds gather for the live music, which was headlined by the three Waris 


TENS of thousands of fans 
flocked to the biggest Asian 
music festival in Europe this 
weekend. 

An estimated 70,000 people 
swept through the gates into Vic¬ 
toria Park, Smethwick, to soak 
up the sounds of stars from as 
far afield as Canada and India as 
well as the UK. 

Mela is a word that means a friendly 
assembly and it certainly lived up to 
its name as people of all colours and 
creeds joined together to enjoy the 
Zee Sandwell and Birmingham Mela. 
The show, which was headlined by 
the three Waris Brothers from Can¬ 
ada, was staged across Saturday and 
Sunday. There was also the biggest 


travelling fun fair in the UK, food 
from India, Mexico, Italy and Brit¬ 
ain and 100 stalls selling everything 
from clothes to arts, crafts and face 
painting. 

The Royal Navy, St John’s Ambu¬ 
lance and Cancer Research were also 
represented. 

Jan Vallance, aged 51, from Kings 
Norton who sat in front of the stage 
enjoying a picnic with friend Jade 
Price, 24 from Salsa Road, Edgbas- 
ton and Jade’s one-year-old daughter 
Amelia, said: “It is a lovely day out 
and brings the community together. 
You hear different music and sample 
different cooking smells. I was very 
impressed with the security which 
allowed you to sit back and enjoy 
yourself.” 

Jade added: “Its great - like being 


abroad on holiday. We will certainly 
come again.” 

Sophie Hamidi, aged 24, was with 
her Iranian husband Amir, a 37-year- 
old Netherton Pizza bar owner, their 
15-month-old son also called Amir 
and the father’s brother Reza, who 
lives in West Bromwich. She said: “All 
the different communities come to¬ 
gether. Asian, white and black people 
mix without trouble and everybody 
has a nice time with their children.” 

Ijaz Mahood, a 33-year-old foundry 
worker from Windmill Lane, Smeth¬ 
wick who came to this country from 
Pakistan 18 years ago and was with 
children Ayesha, eight and Amaal, 
two, said: “I have been coming to this 
Mela for years. There are marvellous 
rides for the kids and it is a great 
atmosphere.” Security supervisor 



Jade Price, centre, with daughter 


Paul Hockey, who was working at 
the event for the second year, added: 
“With all the atrocities that are going 
on in the world at the moment it is 
wonderful to see people from differ¬ 
ent backgrounds coming to the same 
event and getting on so well. It is a 
fantastic sight that restores your 
faith in human nature.” 

Danny Singh, who has been Event 
Director of the Mela for the past 
seven years, said: “It is a South Asian 
themed festival to which everybody is 
invited.“It is a great opportunity for 
people to come together to strengthen 
community cohesion. This has be¬ 
come increasingly apparent year 
after year and tells the lie of those 
who claim a wedge is being driven be¬ 
tween different communities in this 
country.” 


Widow's new 
plea 2 years 
after grim 
find at M54 

THE widow of an Oldbury father be¬ 
lieves her husband Surjit Takhar was 
killed accidentally and has urged anyone 
with information to come forward. 

Mr Takhar, was aged 37 when he was 
reported missing in October 8, 2008. 

His remains were not found until Au¬ 
gust 20, 2015, by maintenance workers 
next to junction four of the M54, near 
Shifnal. 

His wife Lavina Sohl has now made a 
fresh plea for the public to come forward 
for the sake of her children. 

Following detailed forensic investi¬ 
gation, West Midlands Police revealed 
they were launching a murder inquiry 
in December. 

Ms Sohl said: “What’s happened is 
something’s gone wrong somewhere. I 
don’t think they’ve meant to have done 
it. It was an accident.” 

The couple had twin daughters, 
Sohnia and Sohnay, while Mr Takhar 
also had a son, Harry. 

They were married for 14 years but 
had split up two days before the former 
delivery driver went missing. 

Detective Inspector Jim Munro, from 
force CID at West Midlands Police, said: 
“We are keen to speak to anybody who 
may well have seen suspicious activity 
around October 2008.” 

Tribute to hero 
pilot is unveiled 

A MONUMENT has been unveiled 
where a Black Country wartime pilot 
was killed in action - 300 miles from his 
home. 

Flight Sergeant Stacy Jones, from 
West Bromwich, was shot down in the 
town of Dranouter, Belgium, in the Sec¬ 
ond World War. 

He was escorting an RAF bombing 
raid, codenamed Circus 157, which was 
targeting Nazi territory in northern 
France. 

Now, 75 years on from when he was 
shot down on May 5, 1942, a monument 
has been unveiled on the spot he crashed 
in his Spitfire. 

Fred Rackham, chairman of the West 
Bromwich branch of the Royal Air Force 
Association, said: “I’m delighted the 
monument has been unveiled.” 

JQ Festival returns 
to the second city 

BIRMINGHAM’S Jewellery Quarter 
Festival returns for a third year later 
this month. The festival runs from July 
28 to 30. There will be music, comedy 
and street food to enjoy as well as free 
heritage tours. Jewellery makers, de¬ 
signers and artists will be opening their 
workshop and studio doors to the public. 
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Predator 
targeted 
girls for 
grooming 

A PAEDOPHILE who groomed and 
had sexual relations with two vulner¬ 
able schoolgirls has been locked up 
for 10 years. 

Trevor Finnikin, aged 44, lied about 
his name and age while trawling the 
internet for victims, Birmingham 
Crown Court was told. 

Finnikin, who has children of his 
own, used Facebook to target the 
youngest child first. He was in his 
late 30s but claimed to be 23 when 
contacting her ‘out of the blue’ and 
telling her she looked ‘cute,’ explained 
Mr John O’Higgins, prosecuting. 

They met around June 2012 and 
he drove her to a spot in Hobbs Hole 
Lane, Aldridge, where they spent time 
talking before parting with a hug, 
the court was told. Regular weekend 
meetings followed at the same loca¬ 
tion as the grooming continued with 
the relationship becoming increas¬ 
ingly intimate. 

He took indecent photos of her and 
they had sex twice, the court heard. 
She then brought a friend with her to 
the meetings to prevent him taking 
further advantage. But Finnikin was 
already grooming the second girl in a 
relationship that continued through 
2013, the court was told. 

Finnikin was arrested in 2015 for 
possession of indecent images - not of 
the two girls - and was jailed for 16 
months the following year. 

He was released last October but 
police found details of the illicit re¬ 
lationships with the two girls during 
interrogation of his mobile phone. 

The victims were traced and inter- 


MP Vaz honours 
her friend Jo Cox 

THE unveiling of a memorial plaque 
in the House of Commons in honour 
of murdered MP Jo Cox was attended 
by an MP from the Black Country. 

Walsall South MP Valerie Vaz said 
it had been an ‘honour’ to take part 
and praised the work of her former 
colleague and friend. 

She said: “Jo Cox was a talented 
and valued colleague and friend. 

“The plaque is a permanent re¬ 
minder of Jo’s campaigning zeal, en¬ 
ergy and love for humanity.” 

The plaque features a coat of arms 
that Jo’s children helped create, and 
the motto ‘More in Common’, inspired 
by her maiden speech in the House of 
Commons. 

In the speech, she said ‘we are far 
more united and have far more in 
common than that which divides us’. 

Thousands of events also took place 
to celebrate Jo’s memory in the spirit 
of national unity known as the ‘Great 
Get Together’ between the dates of 
June 16 and 18. 


Good news on loos for indoor market 


NEWS IN BRIEF 
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SHOPPERS and traders at West Bromwich indoor 
market will be spending a penny in style and com¬ 
fort once brand new toilets and baby changing and 
feeding facilities have been installed. 

The ladies, gents and disabled loos are all being 
fully refurbished at a cost of £70,000 with the work 
set to be finished later this summer. 

Baby changing facilities will also be available in 
the ladies, gents and disabled toilets - plus there will 
be a brand new baby changing and feeding room. 
The toilets are currently closed while the work is 
being done - though toilets in the bus station are 
available just a few minute’s walk away. 

To keep the new facilities clean, tidy and secure, 
the toilets will be operated with a 20p charge. The 


toilets will have a gate system which will let users 
through once they’ve paid the small charge. 

The charge will fund the cleaning of the toilets, 
plus a full-time toilet attendant who will be on hand 
to manage and clean the facilities. 

Modern 

There will be no charge to use the baby chang¬ 
ing and feeding room, and disabled people who are 
members of the National Key Scheme (formerly the 
RADAR key scheme) can also use the facilities free 
of charge. 

Sandwell Council’s cabinet member for high¬ 
ways Councillor David Hosell said: “We know peo¬ 
ple want decent facilities to use while they are out 


shopping. We’re creating modern, safe facilities plus 
we’ll have a brand new comfortable baby changing 
and feeding room. 

“We’ve decided to make the 20p charge for the 
new toilets to make sure we can keep them clean 
and safe for everyone. 

“Towns and cities across the UK have had to close 
down public toilets due to the way they have been 
misused and because of the huge cost of cleaning 
and maintaining them. 

“By making a small charge, we can keep these toi¬ 
lets hygienic and safe for everyone by employing a 
toilet attendant. Queen’s Square Shopping Centre 
toilets also charge 20p so we’ve kept the price in 
line with that.” 


Teenager in knife attack 
near club avoids lock-up 


A 17-YEAR-OLD youth stabbed a 
man twice outside a snooker club 
but has been spared any time be¬ 
hind bars. 

Trouble flared after the 44-year-old 
victim allegedly threw beer and possi¬ 
bly a bottle out of an upstairs window 
at a group of teenagers, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard. 

There was an exchange of words and the 
man rushed out of the Hot Shot Snooker Club 
in High Street, Tipton to confront the youth 
on January 20, said Miss Fiona Cortese, pros¬ 
ecuting. 

The older man supposedly tried to throw a 
punch but missed before an onlooker warned 
him: ‘He has got a knife,’ the court was told. 

The prosecutor continued: “The defendant 
then removed the knife and stabbed the man 
in the left side of the stomach.” He was also 
cut on the inside of a forearm during the inci¬ 
dent, which was partially captured on CCTV. 
The victim was taken to hospital where he was 
kept under observation overnight after having 
11 stitches in the two wounds. 

Frightened 

His attacker was so frightened by what had 
happened that he did not dare go home until 
the next morning when he admitted to his 
mother what he had done and she alerted po¬ 
lice. He claimed to have been carrying a knife 
for a ‘few weeks’ for his own protection. 

Miss Seamran Sidhu, defending, explained: 
“His friend was attacked with a knife and he 
foolishly decided to arm himself.” 

The youth, who cannot be identified, ad¬ 
mitted wounding with intent and was given a 
two year youth rehabilitation order with a six 
month intensive supervision element and three 
month long night time curfew. 

Recorder Nicholas Syfret QC said: “I am 
bound to be critical of the victim who was be¬ 
having with a degree of aggression. You had a 
knife and used it to cause serious injury but 
I am quite satisfied you immediately regretted 
this. It seems to me that you are a decent and 
intelligent young man and this was an aber¬ 
ration.” 


Linking together historical efforts 



Lynn Tranah and Barbara Thornhill from Cannock, Stafford and Wolverhampton WASPI, at the event 


MPS past and present joined forc¬ 
es with officials from more than 
a dozen Trade Unions to ensure 
that heroines in the fight for 
women’s rights are not forgotten 
at an annual event. 

In March 1910 thousands of 
poorly paid female chain makers 
working in small shops in the 
Cradley and Cradley Heath dis¬ 


trict staged a ten week strike that 
successfully established the right 
to a minimum wage. 

One hundred and seven years 
later their victory was marked 
with an all day event in Cradley 
Heath High Street which included 
a march with union banners 
proudly held aloft. 

The annual Women Chainmak- 


ers’ Festival drew in the crowds 
on Sunday. It is now linked with 
the Black Country Festival - a 
month-long celebration of Black 
Country Day. Among the march¬ 
ers was Annette Bradney, the only 
resident chainmaker now working 
in Cradley Heath. She took over 
the mantle from her late husband 
Michael. 


Women in chance 
to Morris dance 

WOMEN are being offered the chance 
to try Morris dancing for free. Wom¬ 
en’s Morris dance team, Glorishears 
of Brummagem, is offering women in 
Walsall to try out the form of dancing. 

The team is putting on a workshop 
on Sunday July 16 between 7pm and 
9pm at St John’s Church Centre on 
Church Road in Perry Barr. 

Publicity officer Sue Bell said: 
“Morris dancing is thriving in Britain 
with new teams popping up all over. 
It’s popular with all ages but it’s great 
to see lots of younger people recently 
getting involved.” For more informa¬ 
tion contact Ms Bell on 07930 348830 
or visit www.glorishears.co.uk. 

Suggestion box 
bid for residents 

RESIDENTS living in part of Smeth¬ 
wick now have another way to get in 
touch with their local councillors - 
write them a note. 

The St Paul’s Partnership has 
launched new ‘Tell Your Councillor’ 
suggestion boxes at five locations in 
the St Paul’s ward. 

The suggestion boxes are at: the 
reception of Holly Lodge High School, 
Holly Lane; Rood End Primary School, 
Rood End Road; St Paul’s GP Surgery, 
222 St Paul’s Road; RK Pharmacy, 90 
Lewisham Road and The Brasshouse 
Centre, Brasshouse Lane. 

Councillor is back 
as fire chairman 

A SANDWELL councillor has been re¬ 
appointed as the chairman of the West 
Midlands Fire and Rescue Authority. 

Councillor John Edwards, who rep¬ 
resents Greets Green and Lyng, was 
reappointed to the role during the 
latest annual general meeting of the 
board. 

He will take up the post for 2017/18, 
having served as chairman for 2016/1. 

Cllr Edwards tweeted: “(I’m) very 
pleased and proud to have been re¬ 
elected today as Chair of West Mid¬ 
lands Fire and Rescue Authority for a 
further year.” 

Petition calls for 
review on bollards 

ELDERLY residents at flats in 
Wednesbury are calling for bollards 
to be removed over fears they could 
block access for ambulances. 

Sandwell Council has said it will 
assess Russell House in Wednesbury 
after more than 30 people signed a 
petition calling for the bollards to go. 

The block is home to mostly elderly 
residents and concerns have been 
raised that the bollards could make 
it difficult for emergency services, as 
well as taxis, to get close. 
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lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 


© Family business established over 28 years 
© Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
© FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

© Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 


© We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

o All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
© Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

© NICEIC Registered electricians 
(0 Quality products at realistic prices 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
ti y nOr West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 


The Home Improvement Specialist 


OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 

Other Times By Appointment 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Hate crimes in fall 
since referendum 

HATE crimes based on race or re¬ 
ligion in the West Midlands have 
dropped by 13 per cent since the EU 
referendum in June last year. 

From July 2015 to May last year, 
there were 3,306 hate crimes. Then, 
in the same nine-month period from 
July last year to May this year there 
were 2,879 of the crimes. 

In October last year, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Council supported National Hate 
Crime Awareness Week. 

Council leader, Roger Lawrence, 
made a public statement on the issue. 
He said: “Wolverhampton is proud to 
be a city that respects and values di¬ 
versity.” 

Hundreds of tower 
blocks are checked 

FIRE investigators are testing clad¬ 
ding on more than 400 high-rise 
blocks across the West Midlands in 
the wake of the Grenfell Tower dis¬ 
aster. 

They are looking for a specific type 
of aluminium cladding as part of 
ramped up efforts to look into safety 
around high-rise buildings. 

West Midlands Fire Service chief 
fire officer Phil Loach said there are 
‘no new significant fire safety issues’ 
regarding high-rises in the West Mid¬ 
lands. 

There are no tower blocks in the 
Black Country fitted with flammable 
cladding, council bosses confirmed. 

Book about war 
leaders praised 

A UNIVERSITY of Birmingham 
graduate has won praise for his book, 
which has been released during the 
centenary year of the Battle of Arras. 

Dr Trevor Harvey’s work, An Army 
of Brigadiers, British Brigade Com¬ 
manders at the Battle of Arras 1917 
has been praised for offering ‘unique 
and original insights on British oper¬ 
ations on the Western Front’. 

Dr Harvey, who grew up in Great 
Barr, was educated at West Bromwich 
Grammar School. 

Company founder 
Roy dies aged 83 

A COMPANY founder who ran his 
own engineering business in Wolver¬ 
hampton for more than half a centu¬ 
ry has died at 83. Roy Humphries, of 
Monmore Green, started the business 
from a unit in Coven. It now employs 
around a dozen people. 

The family firm, R. Humphries En¬ 
gineering Company Ltd, now based in 
Sharrocks Street, is run by the next 
two generations. His funeral will take 
place today, Thursday, at Bushbury 
Crematorium. 


Group in £30k boost from charity 


A GROUP which works with disad¬ 
vantaged children and young people 
in the Black Country has won nearly 
£30,000 of funding from Children in 
Need. 

Great Bridge Community Forum 
has been awarded a three-year grant 
of £29,562 to deliver sport based af¬ 
ter-school club activities, as well as 
holiday schemes for disadvantaged 
children and young people living in 


areas of deprivation. This is the third 
time that BBC Children in Need has 
awarded new funding to projects 
across the UK this year, with further 
funding to be allocated throughout 
2017. This latest boost of funding, 
from the charity’s Small Grants pro¬ 
gramme, brings the total currently in¬ 
vested in Sandwell to more than £1.2 
million. 

Volunteers hope the Community 


Forums programme will lead to ‘in¬ 
creased health and fitness, increased 
social skills and greater access to fun 
activities in a safe environment’. 

Project worker Karen Tittley said: 
“Through this funding disadvantaged 
young people will have a safe and se¬ 
cure environment to access activity 
programmes which will provide them 
with opportunities to reach their full 
potential whilst raising their aspira¬ 


tions for the future. A big thank you 
to BBC Children in Need for their 
support.” 

Melinda Connelly, Children in 
Need’s regional head, said: “All of 
the projects we fund work to make a 
real difference to the lives of disad¬ 
vantaged children and young people. 
Projects like Great Bridge Commu¬ 
nity Forum really will go on to change 
young lives in the area.” 


Sandwell facilities lined 
up for hosting Games 

By Jamie Brassington 


SITES in part of the Black 
Country have been identi¬ 
fied that could host the 2022 
Commonwealth Games if Bir¬ 
mingham’s bid is successful. 

Birmingham has applied to host the 
international athletics tournament 
and its council bosses have asked 
Sandwell Council to help support its 
bid. 

Sandwell would host swimming and 
aquatic events if the bid is accepted, 
with Britain’s second city hosting most 
of the event. 

Councillor Richard Marshall, cab¬ 
inet member for Leisure at Sandwell 
Council, believes the bid to bring the 
games to the West Midlands is ‘strong’. 

Planning bosses in Sandwell are 
looking at how the borough would host 
part of the games, which would include 
building a new leisure facility and re¬ 
vamping existing ones. 

Benefits 

It comes as Councillor Marshall 
identified five leisure facilities in the 
borough which are ageing and need to 
undergo refurbishments to bring them 
up to scratch. 

Sandwell Council says it is set to re¬ 
vamp its leisure facilities, even if Bir¬ 
mingham’s bid fails. 

But Councillor Steve Eling, 
Sandwell Council’s leader, said the 
borough would reap the benefits for 
years to come if it could host parts of 
the games. 

He said: “It is not just about the 
present Commonwealth Games, the 
benefits with which the standard of 
new or revamped facilities would bring 
would be felt for years to come. 

“We need to raise to the challenge of 
taking this forward. We would be con¬ 
demned by future generations to come 
if we don’t grasp this opportunity.” 

Birmingham entered the running 
for the 2022 Games after Durban in 
South Africa pulled out, because it 
could not financially meet the costs. 


Kiran Sandhu, Robert Hazel and Alison page, from Central Library try out a spot of hula-hooping 


FROM hula-hooping to poetry and Caribbean steel 
drumming - a community came together to celebrate 
the best Sandwell has to offer. 

The event at West Bromwich Town Hall on Friday 
brought together different groups and organisations 
from across the borough. It celebrated ‘the kindness and 
compassion of the people and services’ of the borough, 
according to one of the event’s organiser. 

Entertainment also included a wandering trouba¬ 
dour, poet and storyteller and a guided meditation walk. 
Event co-ordinator Richard Flatley said: “By running 
this event we brought people together to honour the 


kindness and compassion of the people and services of 
Sandwell.” Councillor Syeda Khatun, cabinet member 
for neighbourhoods and communities, said: “This was a 
wonderful opportunity to celebrate all things Sandwell 
and for people to find out more about local services and 
community groups. 

“We are very proud of Sandwell’s thriving commu¬ 
nity and voluntary sector and encourage people who 
came along learned more about the wide range of sup¬ 
port available across the borough.” Stands at the event, 
which ran from 10am to 4pm, promoted local services 
and community groups. 



Chief says 
police are 
struggling 
to manage 

WEST Midlands Police is struggling 
to cope with an unprecedented level 
of demand for its over-stretched ser¬ 
vices, the force’s assistant chief con¬ 
stable has said. 

Marcus Beale said WMP faced an 
unprecedented backlog of 2,000 calls 
last week, forcing officers and staff 
from back room roles to be redeployed 
on the frontline and in key support 
posts. 

It comes as the force’s latest perfor¬ 
mance revealed that crime had risen 
by eight per cent, which senior officers 
and union bosses have attributed to 
successive cuts to police budgets. 

Mr Beale said: “Demand is never 
consistent and there will always be 
peaks and troughs. 

“We responded to the terror attacks 
in London and Manchester by ramp¬ 
ing up our armed and unarmed police 
presence in key locations across the 
region, including shopping centres, 
transport hubs, entertainment venues 
and places of worship. 

“This was absolutely the right thing 
to do to reassure our communities 
and protect the public. We also sent 
officers to help our colleagues in Lon¬ 
don and Manchester in the aftermath 
of the attacks. 

“Understandably, this combination 
of factors has impacted on our ability 
to attend all calls for service, espe¬ 
cially non-urgent matters, as swiftly 
as we would otherwise have been able 
to. 

“We are prioritising calls so that 
the most serious incidents and vulner¬ 
able people are still receiving a swift 
police response.” 


Time to look at 
alternative routes 

MOTORISTS have been urged to 
start planning alternative routes as 
the next phase of a major multi-mil¬ 
lion pound repair scheme begins on 
the M5. Concrete repairs and water¬ 
proofing work at the Oldbury viaduct, 
between junctions 1 for West Brom¬ 
wich and 2 for Oldbury, get under way 
at the end of this month. 

Highways England chiefs said to 
keep the M5 open a ‘contraflow’ sys¬ 
tem is being put in place. 

From the end of July all traffic will 
be diverted onto the northbound car¬ 
riageway, with two lanes operating in 
each direction, along with a 30mph 
speed limit. 

Slip roads will be kept open 
throughout, to ease effects on the local 
network, but drivers are advised to ex¬ 
pect long delays. The scheme, costing 
more than £100 million, finishes in 
autumn 2018, with some minor work 
continuing into spring 2019. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 

CREMATIONS IN SANDWELL 


YOU MAY BE AWARE THAT SANDWELL COUNCIL ARE OFFERING 
FAMILIES A VERY BASIC FUNERAL SERVICE AT A COST OF £1595. 
WHEN WE AT COLLYER & MCBRIDE FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
WHO HAVE BEEN SERVING OUR FAMILIES AND THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY FOR OVER 100 YEARS, OFFER A MUCH MORE 
SUPERIOR AND PERSONAL SERVICE FOR £1395 

SOME £200 LESS. 

PLEASE CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 

TEL - 0121 588 5377 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

BRANCHES AT 

WEST BROMWICH - PERRY BARR - HANDSWORTH 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


BEST DEAL! 

3 child safe 
verticals 
one per household offer 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 



contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 



( AllINCi All MINI 


OWNtltS & ENTHUSIASTS! 


OUR ANNUAL CLASSIC MINI OPEN 
Evening is taking place at our 

OLDBURY PREMISES ON 
TUESDAY 11TII JULY FROM 6PM 


Special Guest appearance 
from Car SOS Presenter 
and Classic Car lover 4 


FUZZ TOWNSHEND \ 



0121 544 0011 


991 WOLVERHAMPTON ROAD | OLDBURY 


West Midlands | B69 4RJ 
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Wrong-side 
driver jailed 
after hitting 
pedestrian 

A DRIVER who ploughed into a pe¬ 
destrian while travelling on the 
wrong side of the road has been jailed 
and banned from driving. 

Amer Hussain left his victim with 
serious head injuries after hitting him 
along Alum Rock Road, Birmingham, 
on May 12 last year. 

Hussain had been trying to over¬ 
take slow moving traffic on the busy 
route when he struck Mohammed 
Gulistan Khan in his Toyota Land 
Cruiser. The victim, now 67, has been 
left with life-changing brain injuries 
and reduced mobility down his one 
side as a result of the crash. 

Hussain, 32, of Station Road, Stech- 
ford, admitted causing serious injury 
by dangerous driving at Birmingham 
Crown Court. He was sentenced to 14 
months in prison and banned from 
the road for two years and seven 
months last Tuesday. 

DC Claire Byrne, from the force’s 
collision investigation unit, said: 
“This is a very busy road and such 
driving is completely unacceptable. 

“Hussain showed no regard for oth¬ 
ers and ended up hitting a pedestrian 
who would not have expected a car to 
be travelling in that direction. 

“Hopefully he will now reflect on 
the consequences of his actions as 
everyone has paid the price for this 
behaviour; Hussain with his freedom 
and Mr Khan and his family from the 
injuries he sustained.” 

Junction shut for 
seven weekends 

A MAJOR route for motorists in the 
Midlands will be closed for seven 
consecutive weekends due to main¬ 
tenance work. Spaghetti Junction 
and the Aston Expressway, in Bir¬ 
mingham, will close on July 14 until 
August 25, between 8pm on Friday to 
6am on Monday. 

The work forms part of a Highways 
England scheme, totalling £4.7 mil¬ 
lion scheme, to repair concrete sec¬ 
tions of the motorway. 

Elsewhere on the motorway net¬ 
work, survey work is ongoing at 
junction 10 of the M6, at Walsall 
and Wolverhampton, ahead of a £64 
million revamp. The project, which 
began on June 5, is expected to last 
11 weeks. The work will take place be¬ 
tween 8pm to 6am Monday to Friday. 


Fun swinging in 

THE stage show version of Disney 
classic The Jungle Book is coming to 
the Birmingham Hippodrome from 
July 19. 

Tickets cost £18 or a family ticket is 
available for £46. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Youngsters shape up for special award 



Councillor Simon Hackett and students 


HOLLY Lodge Science College has 
been awarded Sandwell Council’s 
Democracy Award in recognition of 
their participation in the SHAPE 
programme. 

Students from Holly Lodge took 
part in a variety of activities organ¬ 
ised by Sandwell’s SHAPE Team 
during 2016. Many of the students 
completed surveys, attended the 
SHAPE conference as well as taking 
over roles at the council during the 
‘National Takeover Challenge’. 

Holly Lodge completed the most 
number of survey returns, students 


actively engaged at the Youth Con¬ 
ference in December 2016 and in 
Youth Takeover Challenges with the 
Council’s Cabinet and Children’s 
Safeguarding Board as well as two 
members regularly attending the 
Shape Youth Forum. 

Councillor Simon Hackett, cabi¬ 
net member for children’s services 
said: “Congratulations to students 
and staff at Holly Lodge for getting 
the SHAPE Democracy Award. The 
school and students really have led by 
example and been involved in all as¬ 
pects of the SHAPE Programme. 


“I hope the students who have 
been involved have enjoyed their ex¬ 
perience and gained a lot from the 
programme. The feedback they have 
given us has been very valuable in 
shaping how we can improve services 
for young people. 

Paul Shone, headteacher at Holly 
Lodge College of Science said: “We are 
extremely proud of our development 
and quality of student voice across the 
school We have a culture of student 
involvement that highlights the key 
principles of democracy and its pro¬ 
cesses.” 



Friends and volunteers group. 
Steampunk is a genre of science 
fiction that has a historical setting 
and typically features steam-pow¬ 
ered machinery rather than ad¬ 
vanced technology. 

It has spawned a style of design 
and fashion that combines histor¬ 
ical elements with anachronistic 
technological features. 


Authority chief 
is a Brummie 

THE first chief executive of the West 
Midlands Combined Authority is a 
Brummie. Deborah Cadman OBE, 
currently chief executive at Suffolk 
County Council, was born and bred in 
the city and attending the University 
of Birmingham. 

She has headed Suffolk council 
since 2011, taking on that job for 
£155,000 a year - £48,000 less than 
her predecessor. 

Ms Cadman is now on £170,000 - 
still one of the lowest salaries among 
UK local authority bosses - and isn’t 
in line for a pay boost despite her 
move. She will be working alongside 
Andy Street. 

Showroom comes 
to shopping centre 

DRIVERS will be able to buy a car in 
a shopping centre from next month. 

Volkswagen UK will open its first 
store in Birmingham’s Bullring to¬ 
morrow, Friday, offering shoppers the 
chance to browse and buy from the 
Volkswagen range of cars in a differ¬ 
ent environment. 

Alison Jones, of Volkswagen Passen¬ 
ger Cars, said: “Setting up Johnsons 
Volkswagen Bullring Birmingham has 
been an exciting project.” 

It will be open from 10am to 8pm 
Monday to Friday, 9am to 8pm Satur¬ 
day and 11am to 5pm on Sundays. 

Reporting urged 
on hate crimes 

SAFETY chiefs in a Black Country 
borough have urged people to report 
all hate crimes so victims can receive 
the support they need. 

The Sandwell Together Against 
Hate encourages people to report in¬ 
cidents by phone or online - or at cen¬ 
tres in the community that have been 
trained to deal with reports. 

Organisations in Sandwell are tak¬ 
ing a ‘zero tolerance’ approach to hate 
crime and working closely together to 
support victims. 

Councillor Elaine Costigan said: 
“Hate has no place in Sandwell.” 

Last chance for 
patients to have say 

A PUBLIC consultation over pro¬ 
posals to change the way people get 
their medicines and prescriptions in 
Sandwell comes to an end on July 13. 

NHS Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Clinical Commissioning Group 
(CCG) wants to save money on ‘un¬ 
necessary prescribing’ and has come 
up with a range of proposals. 

No decisions have been made yet. 

To complete the survey and to find 
out more information, please go to the 
CCG’s website. 


film expansion 
for secondary schools 


NEARLY £11 million will be spent 
expanding secondary schools in 
Sandwell and building a new one 
to meet the increasing demand on 
places. 

The money will be used to create an 
extra 1,495 places by expanding three ex¬ 
isting schools and creating a brand new 
one, while carrying out refurbishments at 
others. 

Sandwell Council’s Cabinet gave the scheme 
the go-ahead at its latest meeting, where coun¬ 
cillor Steve Eling, leader of the council, called 
it a ‘welcome development’. 

Sandwell Council has identified that an extra 
3,500 places are needed by 2025, due to a rap¬ 
idly rising population, accelerated over recent 
years by increased migration and a baby boom. 

It forms the latest stage in the local author¬ 
ity’s expansion project, which has seen a pre¬ 
vious £6.6 million investment in expanding 
primary schools. 

Funding 

Councillor Eling said: “We need to provide 
school places for children. The council has in¬ 
vested significant funding in the primary sec¬ 
tor, but now there needs to be additional places 
in secondary schools as kids will be moving up. 

“The demand on the secondary sector in the 
coming years is considerable. 

“Our issue is ensuring a significant number 
of places in secondary schools. £10.8 million of 
spending will be released from capital to deliver 
the school places. 

“Capital funding will be used to create ad¬ 
ditional school places which will be delivered 
by the council.” A new secondary school will 
be built in Kelvin Way, in West Bromwich, to 
create 750 places. 

George Salter Academy, in West Bromwich, 
will be expanded to create an extra 250 places, 
Shireland Collegiate Academy, in Smethwick, 
will be expanded to create an extra 275 places 
and Wood Green Academy, in Wednesbury, 
will be expanded to create an extra 220 places. 
Elsewhere the RSA Academy, in Tipton, will 
undergo minor refurbishment works. 


Getting steamed up about Victorians 



and play croquet on the lawn. 
There was also a small steam- 
punk exhibition inside the house 
on Sunday. 


Assistants Anne Willetts, and Jack Whitehead with, right, museum services manager Jane Hanney 

A TIME-TRAVELLING quest 
took visitors to a Cradley Heath 
museum back to the Victoria days, 
with an unique twist. Haden Hill 

House created an afternoon of fun , Tr , . , , 

for all the family with its Victori- Sta f f set U P , a Victorian photo 

an ‘qfpamrmnk’pvpnt area for P eo P le to get dressed 

an steampunk event. up and take their Qwn photos of 

Visitors were able to look at the themselves as Victorians. The tea¬ 
room was also open for delicious 
cakes and drinks courtesy of the 


steampunk penny farthing and its 
rider, enjoy side shows and games 



Terms & Conditions 
Apply, Prices correct 
3/7/17 


Wednesbury (M6 J9) 

15 Market Place, Wednesbury WSIO 7AY 

Tel: 0121 556 6868 

Find us on Facebook at Bowj angles Jewellery 
www.jeweller smidlands .co.uk 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Driverless 
cars: But 
where is 
enjoyment? 

WESTFIELD cars, one of the Black Coun¬ 
try’s best-kept secrets, has shown that 
the area still leads the way when it comes 
to cutting edge engineering and technol¬ 
ogy. 

The Kingswinford-based compa¬ 
ny, best known for its 1950s-style road 
racers, has developed the world’s first 
driverless sports car. And what a beau¬ 
tiful looking thing it is too, with its sleek, 
curvaceous body, wide-mouth grille and 
stacked double headlamps giving it all 
the allure of something Alfa Romeo or 
TVR might have produced in their heyday. 

Yet there is also something that trou¬ 
bles me deeply about the idea of a 
self-driving sports car. Surely the whole 
point of a sports car is driver enjoyment, 
the intuitive sensuality of piloting the ma¬ 
chine through country lanes, the sensa¬ 
tion of feeling at one with the road. Why 
would anyone want a microchip have all 
the fun? 

nnn 

WHEN was the best time to live? The 
older generation always used to wax 
lyrical about the “good ol’ days” usually 
referring to some time around the 1920s, 
“when you could leave your door open 
knowing that nobody would steal any¬ 
thing.” Then there is the baby-boomer 
generation, waxing lyrical about the Sum¬ 
mer of Love and the Swinging 60s. 

They’re both wrong, of course. The 
time when we really had things right was 
about some time towards the end of the 
1980s. Say about 1987, when the econo¬ 
my was booming, we had pretty much all 
the technology we have today, but when 
there was still some sort of social fabric 
which seems to have disappeared over 
the past 30 years. 

When we had video recorders, cassette 
players and comfortable homes and cars, 
but when catching burglars and shoplift¬ 
ers took precedence over minor speeding 
and parking offences, and when our town 
centres had shops in them. 

It was also about the last time when 
television was worth watching. No Big 
Brother or X Factor, but comedies with 
jokes in them. Drama meant Minder, 
The Professionals or Bergerac. Come 
Dancing, minus the celebrities, was just 
a gentle interlude between the news and 
Question Time. 

Oh, and yes, there was Blind Date. An 
excruciating low-rent dating show when 
an assortment of geeks and show-offs 
recited pre-scripted double entendres to 
get their 15 minutes of fame. 

Why, out of all the great programmes 
that were made in the 1980s, did some¬ 
body think this was the one to revive? 


Morrisons have the last laugh over Singh signage 



When the Sainsbury’s chain objected the 
shop was renamed Morrisinghs 




Prince Harry says none of the young royals 
would choose to be king or queen 


Jeremy Corbyn, who was seen 
hugging Grenfell survivors 


Name change left a 
bitter taste for store 


JEL Singh Nagra was forced to change the 
name of his shop in Tyneside after a legal com¬ 
plaint from Sainsbury’s. Like a number of Sikh- 
owned shops, it was light-heartedly named 
Singhsbury’s. When the supermarket chain ob¬ 
jected, Jel renamed the shop Morrisinghs. Far 
from being annoyed, Morrisons says: “Mr Nagra 
and his customers obviously have good taste 
so we wish him well.” Who comes out of this 
story best? Mr Nagra must be happy with his 
masses of free publicity. Morrisons is perceived 
as an organisation with a sense of humour. And 
Sainsbury’s looks like a bunch of po-faced kill¬ 
joys. 

PRINCE Harry says none of the young royals 
would become king or queen, given the choice, 
but would take the throne out of their sense of 
duty. Maybe all he wants is a right taken for 
granted by every other child in the kingdom. 
The right to dream of being a train driver, a fire¬ 
fighter or a football star. The right to choose 
your own life. 

IT is not exactly hero to zero, but Theresa May’s 
authority has been seriously depleted, not sim¬ 
ply by her catastrophic decision to hold a snap 
general election, but also what was consid¬ 
ered an inadequate, even cold, response to the 
Grenfell Tower disaster. 

THE truth is, the Tories seemingly did all the 
wrong things after Grenfell, while Jeremy Cor¬ 
byn, seen hugging survivors, did all the right 
ones. 

THE Ulstermen have been bribed and the Scots 


THE BEST OF 

have elected a clutch of Conservative MPs to 
Westminster. Mrs May’s Tory Government : 
O’Strong & McStable. 

RESIDENTS who prevented a traveller convoy 
occupying a green outside their homes in north 
Wales claim the cops did little to support them. 
One woman declared: “The police called us in- 
citeful for coming out together.” Strange term to 
use. Maybe the officer in question actually said 
“insightful,” meaning perceptive or wise. 

GOOGLE has been fined £2.1 billion by EU reg¬ 
ulators for “artificially and illegally promoting 
its own price comparison service in searches.” 
This allegedly “denied both its consumers real 
choice and rival firms the ability to compete on 
a level playing field.” I hold no brief for Google 
but as a humble EU citizen with the nous to find 
bargains, it seems to me that Google used its 
own shop window to promote its own products. 
Just as every department store and village shop 
across the EU does. 

THINGS you accumulate. Sorting out her jewel¬ 
lery (euphemism) box, Mrs Rhodes came across 
a small box containing Georgia’s baby teeth. It 
is not unusual to keep your kids’ little toosy- 
pegs. But Georgia was not our offspring. She 


was the little black labrador we puppy-walked 
25 years ago to prepare for her training as a 
guide dog. Long gone but loved for ever. And 
how sharp those tiny teeth were. 

I HAD eye surgery this week. It was a blissful lit¬ 
tle drama, apart from the first act which involved 
three nurses wrestling to insert a painkilling pel¬ 
let under my resisting eyelid. Next, the numb¬ 
ing eye drops, followed by what I believe the 
drug-abusing community calls seriously good 
**** from the anaesthetist. The op itself was not 
only painless but enjoyable, a dreamy 40 min¬ 
utes as the eye surgeon did his stuff (which has 
always struck me as being like trying to pick up 
eels with chopsticks) and I descended into what 
looked like an ever-changing kaleidoscope of 
blue and white lights. It was like a day trip to the 
Sixties. I should have asked for the Sgt Pepper 
soundtrack. 

I AM pleased, nay smug, to report that the rea¬ 
son the nurses struggled with the analgesic 
pellet is that my eyelids are unusually taut and 
youthful. Shame about the other bits. 

DESPITE all the warnings and a £100 fine plus 
six points, you still see drivers using mobile 
phones - even while driving convertibles. But 
for sheer brass neck, can anyone rival the farm¬ 
er’s lad I spotted turning his tractor and trailer 
into a lane? He was driving one-handed with 
no hand signal, no number plate and no lights. 
While texting. 


TOmNGPOjN^^ 

Bad blood 
until an 
inquiry is 
finally held 

The biggest UK medical scandal since 
thalidomide is in danger of fading into the 
background again, eclipsed by Brexit and 
terrorism on the national agenda. 

The tainted blood scandal saw hae¬ 
mophiliacs, many of them children, given 
blood products by the NHS in the 1970s 
and 80s that were contaminated with HIV 
and hepatitis C. 

People with blood clotting disorders 
were given products sourced from con¬ 
victs and ‘skid row’ donors in the United 
States, including drug addicts and prosti¬ 
tutes who were paid to donate blood. 

For decades victims and their families 
were told that the infections that caused 
premature deaths and disabled many 
others were an unforseeable and unfortu¬ 
nate consequence of treatment. 

But then Andy Burnham MP, in his last 
speech in Parliament before leaving to 
become Mayor of Manchester, called for 
an inquiry after alleging a ‘criminal cov¬ 
er-up on an industrial scale’ in the NHS 
over the historic use of contaminated 
blood. 

In a powerful speech the former Health 
Secretary said he had seen documents 
that showed victims had been used as 
‘guinea pigs’ and subjected to ‘slurs and 
smears’ when they tried to get more in¬ 
formation about their treatment. 

Evidence has come to light that some 
senior medics knew that the products 
were harmful but continued to allow them 
to be used. And these products were not 
always being given in life-or-death oper¬ 
ations, sometimes they were for minor 
procedures. 

The victims and their families have long 
suspected a cover up and that succes¬ 
sive Governments have dragged their 
feet, aware that a potential compensation 
bill is coming down as victims die. The 
victims have only received some small 
discretionary payments linked to person¬ 
al hardships, not the major compensation 
that victims in several other countries 
have received. It seems that in the UK 
saving money is the top priority, rather 
than justice for the thousands of victims 
and their families. No body or organisa¬ 
tion has ever admitted liability. 

Quite rightly there has been a public 
inquiry into the Hillsborough disaster, in 
which 96 died, and it seems certain one 
will be held into the Grenfell Tower horror, 
where the death toll is likely to surpass 
79. However, more than 2,000 people in 
the UK have died as a result of tainted 
blood. Thousands more have been living 
with poor health as a result. Surely they 
deserve a public inquiry too? 

LEON BURAKOWSKI 


SUIVIIVIER 



O Old Buildings Removed 
0 Asbestos Disposal 
0 Base Laying Service 
0 Free Quotations 


Ci 


CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


1 HUGE 

Concrete 

FREE 

Summer 

FREE 



1 RANGE 

Garages 

FITTING 

Houses 

FITTING 


m 



Prices from g^ ver v 

6ft x4ft £239 £274 
7ft x 5ft £269 £309 
8ft X 6ft £299 £344 


Prices from 

Single Garage 
16ft x 8ft 

Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


£1699 

£3299 


Prices from 

7ft x 5ft £599 Verandah 
8ft x 6ft £725 Verandah 
8ft x 8ft £789 Verandah 



Sf Huge Range 0 Made To Measure Service (2f Lined & Insulated Options (2fQuality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it BETTA 





































Mental health treatment at crisis point 


AN investigation by the BMA has revealed 
the shocking number of patients in Bir¬ 
mingham and Solihull that are being sent 
out of the area for mental health treatment. 

The unacceptable lack of beds has meant 
that in 2016/17,102 patients in the area cov¬ 
ered by the Birmingham and Solihull Men¬ 
tal Health NHS Foundation had to travel, at 
a cost of over £1.2 million. Further figures 
revealed that the average round trip by car 
took more than three hours and 4.5 hours 
by public transport. 

This level of disruption can be severely 


distressing for a patient whose recovery can 
be impeded by the insecurity and unfamil¬ 
iarity of being placed in a setting further 
away from relatives and friends who may, 
understandably, be unable to make the jour¬ 
ney as often as they would like. 

Patients are being failed by a system that 
is at breaking point, and the Government 
must take urgent action by providing the 
necessary investment in services, including 
beds where needed. 

DR ANDREW MOLODYNSKI 
NHS consultant psychiatrist 


NHS going LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


wrong way 
says BMA 

AS leading doctors gathered 
for the annual BMA confer¬ 
ence in Bournemouth, the 
Government must listen to 
the concerns of the medi¬ 
cal profession as the chair 
of the BMA warns that the 
Government is running 
the NHS on ‘nothing but 
fumes’. 

Ministers have continu¬ 
ally ignored pleas from the 
profession about the impact 
that underinvestment and 
poor workforce planning 
were having. The public 
share these concerns with a 
recent BMA survey reveal¬ 
ing that almost seven in 10 
felt the NHS was headed in 
the ‘wrong direction’. 

With the UK spending 
less than leading European 
economies on healthcare, 
the NHS is left in a vulner¬ 
able position, with waiting 
times rising, patient care 
suffering and staff under in¬ 
creasingly difficult circum¬ 
stances. The government 
must improve the NHS be¬ 
fore it heads even further in 
the wrong direction. 

DR STEPHEN MILLAR 

BMA West Midlands 
council chair 


POST 

Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


IT was so refreshing to read 
that a Sandwell Councillor 
does appear to have risen 
from the authority’s collec¬ 
tive hibernation. 

Councillor Richard Mar¬ 
shall wants to spend money 
on a building in Smethwick. 
I have over the years asked 
for Smethwick and Bear¬ 
wood/Abbey Area to have 
its fair share of Sandwell’s 
Income spent on it. 

Sandwell Council con¬ 
tinued to plough millions 
of pounds into white ele¬ 
phants like that monstros¬ 
ity in New Street that they 


EMAIL 

sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


eventually had to sell of as 
best they could but offering, 
no apology to Sandwell tax 
payers for time and money 
squandered. Many of the 
things like Queens Square, 
compared to Smethwick 
Baths were brand new but 
Sandwell Council still pre¬ 
ferred to spend money on 
that because it was in West 
Bromwich no doubt. I just 
wish that Sandwell Council 
would listen to the public, 
and spend our money more 
fairly across the borough. 

EWART J JOHNSON 

Smethwick 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Nice to see Richard 
fighting for his area 


Can I come 
along Tony? 

TONY Levy - any chance of 
a Brummie bellower coming 
to your do? 

It seems Wolverhampton 
has the same malady as 
Brum, too many self-servers 
wheedled their way into the 
town hall, raking in the cash 
and doing as little as possi¬ 
ble for it, non-attendance 
of council meetings and the 
mandatory bundles of old 
papers shoved under your 
nose as they rush off to an¬ 
other fictitious meeting. 

It seems these creatures 
of the council houses are 
well adapted to avoiding 
responsibility or recall. The 
best you can get is an email 
address that is left unan¬ 
swered until election time. 

I feel well qualified to 
meet your criteria as a 
moaning, dissatisfied voter 
- and I like a pint or two. 

As an ex-railway worker 
and merchant seaman I feel 
well travelled enough to 
hold my complaints at any 
table. 

S T VAUGHAN 

Birmingham 

Some food 
for thought 

SOME time ago I wrote that 
one in five educated under 
Blair would not be able to 
read the letter. 

Now Peter Rhodes quotes 
the British Nutrition Foun¬ 
dation. 

It seems a third of kids 
aged five to seven think that 
cheese comes from a plant 
and that fish fingers were 
made of chicken. 

I wonder if the foundation 
found how many thought 
that cows drink milk? 

ROBERT WHITE 
Wigmore 



97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8am-1pm 


TELEPHONE: 0121 544 2222 


free tiles inter id 

ON ALL FULL INSTALLATIONS, "gjj" 

See in store for details ^ M E lit | pj 1 1 1.U 11 dk P) (*x [> / pll I IIII 


KITCHEN RENEW 


We can save your costly cabinets and replace 
doors, or worktops, or both, creating a new 
look dream kitchen at a fraction of the cost 

• EXTRA 20% OFF DOORS 
•FREE SINK AND TAP 

• FREE HANDLES 

• FREE HOME SURVEY 


REPLACE KITCHEN 


Our experienced kitchen planners can offer fully 
installed kitchens, including tiling, electrics and 
plumbing, or offer a supply only service, all at 
realistic prices, using full 3D design service 

• FREE INTEGRATED WASHER* 

• FREE INTEGRATED DISHWASHER* 
•FREE SINK AND TAP* 

• FREE HOME SURVEY* 



1000s 

COLOURS M 
AND STYLES j 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


BATH TO SHOWER COHVERSIOH 


Fully Installed inc. Safety Glass 
Enclosure, Shower seat, Grab Rail, 
Shower valve, Plastering, Tiling or 
Easy Clean Wall Panels. 


J 


INSTALLED 

' £1895’ 



SEE DISPLAYS IN STORE 


FULL BATHROOM 


Including Bath or Shower, Toilet and 
Basin, Tiles or Wall Panels, Taps 
and all labour. 


•INSTALLED 


£2995 



SEE DISPLAYS IN STORE 


COMFORT HIGH SEAT TOILETS 


A toilet with a couple of extra 
inches of height makes all the 
difference, Large choice of discrete 
and stylish modern designs, 



SUPPLY ONLY INSTALLED 


£299’ 



SEE DISPLAYS IN STORE 


1 Over 50 displays in store • Large showroom- free parking • Free no obligation survey 
■ Long established business • Quality installers S£rS^lSrS:L,a«.„ s .„, y 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 

REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 0121 505 1132 

www.interiadesigns.co.uk 



We’re committed to delivering 
> Daily & long term hire specialist 

• Had an accident, not your fault? 

• We can help!!! 

• Wide choice of cars, vans, 

MPV’s & mini buses 

• Free customer pick up and 
drop off service* 


the BEST vehicle hire experience! 


This means: 

• Complete service maintenance for your vehicles 

• Stress free hire 

• Competitive prices 

• Continental hire specialists 

• Flexible Business Hire - the most 

popular service for business customers, here’s why.. 

y No contracts 
y Only pay for what you use 
y Price-benefits of long-term hire 
y Change fleet size or vehicle type as needed 


£100FF your next vehicle hire 

Terms & Conditions apply - Minimum 2 days rental Promo Code: BilstonlOl 


Bilston 01902 401 588 Wolverhampton 01902 420204 

Follow us on f & @TCH HIRE for even more discounts. 

Email: bilston@tchire.co.uk I Web: www.tchire.co.uk I Charnwood Business Park, Millfield Road, Bilston WV14 OQJ 

*T&C’s apply check with local branch 
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8 Festival boost 
for business in 
Black Country 

ORGANISERS of a new business festi¬ 
val aim to stage more than 100 events, 
including exhibitions, trade shows and 
major conferences next spring. The Black 
Country Business Festival events will be 
held across Dudley, Sandwell, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton from April 23 to May 4 to 
showcase industry of all kinds and firms of 
all sizes - and most events will be free. 

The festival, intended to be a platform to 
bring in investment and stimulate economic 
growth, was launched at Wolverhampton’s 
Light House Media Centre yesterday with 
Black Country Chamber of Commerce chief 
executive Corin Crane saying: “This is a re¬ 
ally big day - the start of a big journey for 
us.” 

He said it would be run by business for 
business and it would be a big job to engage 
small businesses, which were the backbone 
of the Black Country. “Some of the greatest 
inventors and engineers are from here,” he 
added. Businesses and organisations can 
start applying to run events through the 
festival website - www.blackcoun trybusi- 
nessfestival.com - from July 17. 

They can also get involved as sponsors, 
in promoting events and providing venues. 

imp's call for focus 
on buying British 

A BLACK Country MP has urged public 
bodies to buy British goods. Warley’s John 
Spellar issued the rallying cry in the first 
question session of the new Parliament. 

He demanded an answer from the Secre¬ 
tary of State for Business, Energy and In¬ 
dustrial Strategy Greg Clark over what the 
Government were doing to ensure public 
bodies buy British first. 

Mr Spellar said afterwards: “We will be 
pressing the Government, local councils 
and the police to ‘Buy British’ and they’d 
better have a good explanation if they fall 
down on the job.” 



Andy Weaver, Flora Bianco and Dave Norman of Dudley Kingswinford club James Thie from Cardiff wins the 5k race The runners set off in the sunshine on Sunday 



Robin Fearn, from Kidderminster, who works at East Park Acad- Sophie Falshaw from Lye, with her winner’s Winner James Thie, with Stephen Pearson, right, from Dudley, 
emy in Wolverhampton, seen with son Oliver, aged 12, and wife Kay medal from Mayor of Dudley, Dave Tyler second and Clark Woodhall, left, from Wednesbury who was third 


Streets ahead for superb race 

AROUND 1,000 people donned their the centre of Halesowen and the win- said: “We started running towards minutes. He took part with fellow by.” This was the sixth year of the 

trainers to take to the streets for this ner of the 5K was James Thie from the end of last year and had been Dudley Kingswinford running club annual event which started as a fun 

year’s Black Country Road Race. Cardiff while the first woman home looking for an opportunity to do it members Andy Weaver, 56, from run and is organised by Halesowen 

It signalled the start of the Black was Sophie Falshaw. for real. I did not know Halesowen Wombourne and Flora Bianco of and Rowley Regis Rotary club. It was 

Country Festival and was split into Among the others who took part had so many hills so it was nice to get Kinver. the brainchild of one of their mem- 

three different events. was Wolverhampton teacher Robin to the end.” Dave said: “There is a lot of mile- hers, Alan Bowler, and has already 

There were 5k and 10k races to- Fearn, aged 44, his wife Kay and Dave Norman, aged 47, who works age on the clock. It was a tough raised over £100,000 for charity, 

gether with a family fun run and their 12-year-old son Oliver. for an insurance company and lives course and enjoyable race. There was The 10k race was added in 2013 

walk, all which took place on Sunday. Robin, who works at East Park in Penn, came second in his age good support through the town and with the 5k appearing on the agenda 

Both races started and finished in Academy and lives in Kidderminster, group in the 10k with a time of 39 I was high fiving the kids as I went for the first time this year. 




ULTIMATE 

SECURITY 

GUARANTEE 


We take security very seriously 
Guaranteed high security on ALL 
products. Full details on request. 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the 
installation has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service Available 


Make the RIGHT decision this Summer and give RYDALE a ring... FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk | Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS | Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm. Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 


Replace the existing roof on your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a room you can use all year round. 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. No other company 
in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we have been in business for more than 30 years. 


D 


^WINDOWS^OORS^ONSERVATOFIIES, 


ORANGERIES, PORCHES, FASCIAS & 
_ SOFFIT BOARDS _ 

Cleaning Services now available to restore 
all your uPVC products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning available. 












































































Residents air fears on 
cladding investigation 


ADVERTORIAL 9 

Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 



The sign in Ferndale Road, featuring the extra ‘a’ in the middle of the name 


THE postman might need to look 
twice after a sign was replaced in a 
Black Country street with the road 
name spelt wrong. 

It’s the mistake all councils hate 
to make, as a rogue ‘a’ was added 
to Ferndale Road in Oldbury, mak¬ 
ing it Fernadale Road - much to the 
amusement of residents. 

But any fears that the road had 
been re-named were quickly put 


to bed as the signs were hurriedly 
taken down after the gaffe was spot¬ 
ted. 

The error has been blamed on a 
contractor and red-faced council 
bosses said the signs were removed 
as soon as it was reported. A picture 
of the misspelt road sign attracted 
attention after being posted on 
social media by an eagle-eyed resi¬ 
dent. 


RESIDENTS living at a block of 
flats have spoken of their con¬ 
cerns after panels were removed 
in the wake of the Grenfell Tower 
fire in London. 

Panels have been taken off four 
blocks in West Bromwich and Oldbury 
after ‘issues’ were raised following 
safety checks. 

Sandwell Council bosses have insisted 
the blocks are safe and that the boards 
were removed as a precaution. The panels 
are different to the cladding used at Gren¬ 
fell Tower. 

But the work has left some people living 
at Astbury Court in Oldbury unsettled. 

The flats on Hereford Avenue are home 
to mainly elderly and disabled residents. 

Sandra Chuma, aged 50, who moved to 
the UK from Zimbabwe in 2000, said: “It is 
really worrying. I don’t feel safe. 

“Anything can happen after what hap¬ 
pened in London. It makes you feel like it 
wasn’t done properly in the first place and 
that they weren’t thinking about the people 
inside. 

Panels 

“We’re not stupid. We know they have 
come down for a reason. It makes me feel 
sad. This sort of thing shouldn’t happen in 
England.” 

Anne O’Connor, 65, who has lived in 
the block for 10 years, said: “The panels 
shouldn’t have gone up in the first place. 
I’m glad they are taking them down but 
they shouldn’t have to do this. 

“If ever there was a fire here it would be 
awful. I don’t walk very far without an aide 
and there are many older than me here.” 

Michael Waterhouse, a resident at Ast¬ 
bury Court for 27 years, said he felt the 
work was ‘a bit of a knee-jerk reaction’. 

Sandwell Council’s leader Steve Eling in¬ 
sisted last week that all tower blocks in the 
borough met fire safety regulations. 


24/7 LAUNDERETTE 

SELF SERVICE WASH 8 DRY 



KISwash 

Laundry Solutions 


* PRICES VARY DEPENDING ON THE WASHING/DRYING CYCLE YOU CHOOSE 


SELF SERVICE LAUNDERETTE AVAILABLE HERE: 

ABLEWELL SERVICE STATION 

BP NEW INVENTION SERVICE STATION 


4-8 ABLEWELL STREET, WALSALL 

274-276 LICHFIELD ROAD, WILLENHALL 


WS12EQ 

WV12 5BT 


MARKETING@PHOTO-ME.CO.UK 

• www.kiswash.co.uk 



Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy 2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer Than 
20 MINS!!! 






★ GOLD & SILVER JEWELLERY 

★ DIAMOND JEWELLERY 

★ SOLITAIRE DIAMOND RINGS 
(1CT + PREMIUM) 

? INDUSTRIAL METAL WASTE 

★ WATCHES 

★ ASIAN JEWELLERY 


SELL 

★ SECOND HAND 9CT GOLD 
FROM £14 PER GRAM 

★ LARGE SELECTION OF 
DIAMOND JEWELLERY 

★ MADE TO ORDER 
ENGAGEMENT RINGS 

>r ANTIQUE VINTAGE 
JEWELLERY 


REPAIRS 

★ REPAIRS FROM AS 
LITTLE AS £20 

★ WATCH SERVICING AND 
BATTERIES 

★ SOLDERS 

★ DIAMOND REPLACEMENT 
RHODIUM (DIP) 


L 


BEST RATES ON FOREIGN CURRENCY Euros M = 1.112 US Dollars M = 1.265 


Most currencies available Pay no commission and only 2 days to order 


MS0M3SKHS 


Terms & Conditions Apply, 
Prices correct 3/7/17 


Wednesbury (M6 J9) 15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY (— 
Tel: 0121 556 6868 Find us on Facebook at Bowjangles Jewellery 1 

www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk 


f iM 





3 Bedroom full 
house carpets 


Supply only 

£199 


85 - 86 High Street, Rowley Regis, B65 0EH 
Tel: 0121 439 8840 E: realcarpets16@gmail.com 
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Girls get to grips with taking on a new direction for future careers 


Women engineers 
in the driving seat 

WHEN Elsa Reeve watches 
Formula 1 motor racing on 
television, her eyes are al¬ 
ways glued to Lewis Ham¬ 
ilton. 

And not because she admires 
his driving technique. There is 
another, more important reason 
why the 24-year-old gets excited 
when Lewis tears around the 
track in pole position. She de¬ 
signed the wing on the front of 
his car. 

“I always get excited when I see it 
on television,” she says. 

“The fact that it is the wing on the 
front of the car means that every¬ 
body can see it. 



West Bromwich’s Phoenix Collegiate Megan Handley,15, from Willenhall E-Act 
School pupils have their picture taken Academy, trying out the aircraft simulator 



Guest speaker Elsa Reeve, aged 24, a composite design engin¬ 
eer, talks to Megan Reece, 15, from Willenhall E-Act Academy 



Philippa Dolby, aged 17, from Walsall Academy in 
Bloxwich, seen with items made in a 3D printer 


Encourage 

Elsa, who is a design engineer for 
the Mercedes Formula 1 team, was 
one of the motivational speakers at a 
Wolverhampton University open day 
to encourage girls to consider careers 
in engineering. 

During the event to mark Interna¬ 
tional Women in Engineering day at 
the university’s Telford Innovation 
Campus, she told how entering the 
traditionally male-dominated world 
of motor racing had opened up to her 
an exciting world of opportunity she 
could only have dreamt of as a child. 

“It’s incredibly exciting, and I 
can’t imagine doing anything else,” 
she says. 

But she says her life would proba¬ 
bly have taken a very different path 


were it not for a conversation she 
overheard between a careers adviser 
and another pupil at her school. I 
went to see a careers adviser, and 
told them what I was doing. They 
said I should do science at univer¬ 
sity. 

“But then I overheard them talk¬ 
ing to the person behind me in the 
queue, he was doing exactly the 
same subjects, and they suggested 
engineering, and I thought that 
sounded interesting. 

“I think it was just because he was 
a boy; it is strange to think that still 
goes on today.” 

Engineering is certainly a career 
with opportunities. Engineering 
UK estimates that Britain needs to 
recruit an extra 20,000 engineers 
every year, yet at the moment just 


nine per cent of them are female - 
the lowest percentage rate in Eu¬ 
rope. Marketing manager David 
Witton says there are approximately 
400 engineering students at the uni¬ 
versity, with about a quarter of them 
being female. 

Elsa believes this might partly be 
due to an outdated image that some 
might have of what engineering is 
about. “A lot of young people when 
they hear about engineering, they 
think it is the man who comes to fix 
your boiler,” she says. 

“Not that there is anything wrong 
with that, but it also about people 
working in a lot of varied and excit¬ 
ing careers.” 

Arabella Bayliss, 14, from Willen¬ 
hall E-Act Academy, enjoyed trying 
to fly a plane at the event. 


She says she is not sure whether 
she wants to pursue a career in en¬ 
gineering, but says she was encour¬ 
aged by the experience. “It was much 
more interesting than I thought it 
would be,” she said. 

Her schoolmate Megan Handley, 
15, said she would definitely consider 
a career in engineering, although it 
helps that she already has plenty of 
role models in the family. 

“I like physics and maths at 
school, and my family are all into 
engineering. My dad is an electrical 
engineer and my cousins are study¬ 
ing it,” she says. 

Kirsty Hayes, 13, of the Phoenix 
Collegiate in West Bromwich said 
she too had been impressed by what 
she had seen. 

“It was really interesting for me, it 


was more interesting than I thought 
it would be,” she says. Postgraduate 
student Navya Venkateshaiah, who 
came to study at Wolverhampton 
from Bangalore in India, says she 
was very surprised by how few girls 
were opting to study the subject 
when she arrived in Britain. 

“In India, you would find that half 
of the students would be girls, so I 
was quite disappointed when I found 
I was the only one,” she says. 

“It’s not a problem, everyone got 
on really well, but it is very different 
in India.” 

Navya, who says her ambition is 
to be an astronaut with the Indian 
space agency, is showing off a robot 
called Layla which she has built as 
part of her her masters degree in me- 
chatronics. 


Chief's joy at 
£3.5m funding 
for art gallery 

A COUNCIL leader has said he is ‘delight¬ 
ed’ after an art gallery was given a mul¬ 
ti-million pound funding boost. 

Walsall’s New Art Gallery, which was 
under threat of closure last year due to 
Walsall Council’s dire financial situation, 
has been given £3.5 million from Arts 
Council England. 

The future of the gallery was secured in 
January when the council announced it 
would be leaning on the private sector to 
provide the funding needed by selling nam¬ 
ing rights and advertising space. This addi¬ 
tional money by the Arts Council provides 
further security for the landmark. 

Sean Coughlan, the leader of Walsall 
Council, said the funding was a ‘significant 
vote of confidence’ in the gallery. 

He said: “I am delighted that Arts Coun¬ 
cil England recognises the national impor¬ 
tance of the New Art Gallery with its £3.5 
million National Portfolio Organisational 
offer for 2018-2022. 

“Being offered every single pound that we 
requested is a significant vote of confidence 
in the New Art Gallery and our future plans 
for its sustainable management. With the 
potential of a Commonwealth Games just 
down the road in 2022, I’d like to think we 
can showcase Walsall on a global stage.” 

Stringing along In 
appeal for players 

AN orchestra is appealing for new mem¬ 
bers. Walsall Senior Citizens Orchestra is 
seeking new members for its string section. 

The orchestra meets every Wednesday 
for rehearsals at the Forest Arts Centre, 
Leamore from 10.15am. 

The orchestra members produce and 
deliver a programme of light entertain¬ 
ment music for Walsall Town Hall concerts 
which take place on the first Thursday of 
the month. 

For more information or to join, call 
01902 823 978. 



SUMMER 


DRIVEWAY 


JET .WASHING 


CLEANING 


INCLUDE 


Driveway and patio jet washing 
✓ Concrete imprint repaired, sealed and coloured 

✓ UPVC Guttering, Fascia and Soffits, washed & cleaned 

✓ Conservatories and Orangeries cleaned (inside & out) 

✓ Tiled roofs washed and cleaned 


For all of your external cleaning requirements, 

call the experts at BTF Cleaning Services!! 


FWC 


EXE 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND 

Tel/Fax No: Ol 384 568345 


At BTF we specialise in the external cleaning of 
properties. Our team of experts are trained to tackle 
and revive the most dirty and worn of driveways, patios, 
tiled roofs and UPVC products. Do you have a concrete 
imprint drive?? 

If so why don’t you enquire in our maintenance and 
cleaning of all concrete imprint driveways and patios. 

















































Pep and pals show their 
support for Joel charity 



Pep Guardiola seen with a wristband Patrik Berger and Owen Richards 



Jimmy Bullard, Phil Jagielka and Tom Ince, left, Ronald de Boer and 


SPORTING stars donned 
wristbands in memory of 
three Tunisia terror attack 
victims from the Black Coun¬ 
try - as the second anniver¬ 
sary dawned. 

Manchester City manager Pep 
Guardiola, England defender Phil 
Jagielka and retired Manchester 
United captain Paul Ince were 
among stars photographed wear¬ 
ing Smile for Joel bands at an 
event. 

The charity was set up in memory 
of 19-year-old Joel Richards, who was 
killed in Tunisia in June 2015 along 
with his uncle Adrian Evans and 
grandfather Patrick Evans. 

Joel’s younger brother Owen, who 
was 16 at the time of the attack, sur¬ 
vived. He has set up the Smile for Joel 
charity along with his mother Suzy. 

Anniversary 

The stars were pictured in the wrist¬ 
bands at the Icons of Football golf 
tournament at The Belfry earlier this 
week. 

Former footballer Jimmy Bullard 
said: “Great night with @PJags6 and 
the chaps @Smileforjoell” 

The second anniversary of the terror 
attack was marked on Monday. 

A post on the Smile for Joel Face- 
book page said: “Two years ago today 
the world changed for all of us, going 
on holiday, drinking with friends, 
going to a concert or just taking a 
stroll across a bridge were all normal 
safe things to do. 

“Today we remember Tunisia. We 
remember the 38 innocent holiday 
makers cruelly murdered and the 
many injured. Joel, Ade and Pat were 
three of most genuine, loyal and re¬ 


spected guys around. Those that knew 
them personally feel honoured to have 
shared their lives, honoured to have 
been blessed to have those special 
memories that can never be taken and 
will never be forgotten. 

“Our thoughts are with all the 


heartbroken bereaved families and 
survivors and to a young man who 
let’s not forget was just 16 at the time. 

“Smile for Joel is not just a charity, 
it’s a legacy in their name and in their 
honour, please help us to continue 
their legacy.” 


WARNING PRICES TOO LOW!! | 

MASSIVE £1.000.000 

STOCK CLEARANCE ZONE 

WE HAVE SMASHED THE PRICES ON HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS OF SUITES, SOFAS, 
ARMCHAIRS, DINING SETS, BEDS & BEDROOM FURNITURE AND MUCH, MUCH MORE! 


tf^H UPT012 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT ( 



SUBJECT \ 
TO STATUS/ 


RICHMOND 3 SEATER LEATHER RECLINER SOFA AND 2 SEATER LEATHER 
ELECTRIC RECLINER SOFA IN CHOCOLATE BROWN » nnn 

WAS £1699 CLEARANCE EVENT SALE SAVE £800 NOW roSS 


iH SHIMMER CORNER SUITE WITH 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT EXAMPLES 


WAS 

£1199 


£699 




SPEND £500 

£50 deposit and 
9 x monthly payments 
@ £50 per month 
Total payable = £500 


0 


% 

APR 


SPEND £1000 

£100 deposit and 
12 x monthly payments 
@ £75 per month 
Total payable = £1000 



Available on many sale items. Exclusions apply. See instore for details. 


MANY Dl 


HUNDREDS OF BEDS AND THOUSANDS OF MATTRESSES 
IN OUR STORES TO TAKE AWAY OR NEXT DAY DELIVERY. 
100’S OF DIVAN BEDS FROM AS LITTLE AS £69 COMPLETE! 
ALL OUR MATTRESSES MANUFACTURED IN OUR OWN WORKSHOP 
ALL AT UNBELIEVABLE FACTORY PRICES AND DIRECT TO YOU!! 
LOOK FOR YOURSELF & SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL MANUFACTURER 


MANY DESIGNER BED FRAMES TO 
CHOOSE FROM 

SAVE 50% DOUBLE KING 
& SUPERKING IN CHINELLE 
& CRUSHED VELVET WITH 
HALF PRICE MATTRESSES TOO III! 


PARK LANE 3 SEATER & 2 SEATER SOFAS IN SOFT JUMBO CORD 
CHOICE OF COLOURS. 



WAS £799 SAVE £300 


NOW 


£499 


THE PAIR!! 


TRIO BEDROOM SET, FULLY ASSEMBLED ON CASTORS IN 6 FINISHES...OAK. 
WALNUT, CREAM, BLUE, PINK, WHITE DOUBLE WARDROBE WAS £179 NOW £99 
4 DRAWER WIDE CHEST WAS £149 NOW £79 

3 DRAWER BEDSIDE WAS £99 NOW £49 
OR SAVE ANOTHER £32 & ORDER THE SET 

NOW£195THE LOTI! 


BELLISSIMO SWIVEL RECLINER 
CHAIR & FOOT STOOL 
IN FABRIC & LEATHER 


U 


a 


£199 


POWER LIFT & TILT CLASSIC WING CHAIHS IN 

MOBILITY CHAIR STUNNING REGENCY , 

IN BLACK DAMASKS, ' » |M 

OR BROWN FLATWEAVES ^ * III 

<r^ SKjSAL 

L £349 ) T 149 RM 


LEATHER & FABRIC RECLINER CHAIRS 
UPTO 70% OFF DISPLAY MODELS 
EG. GUVNOR RECLINER 
IN WINE 

WAS £999 



CLASSIC WING CHAIRS IN 
STUNNING REGENCY 
DAMASKS, 
FLATWEAVES 
& VELOURS 
WAS £499 
NOW FROM 

£149 


WALNUT, CREAM, BLUE, PINK, 




NEW ORLEANS BLACK 
WROUGHT IRON & SHOWOOD FINISH 
BEDFRAME COMPLETE WITH 
ORTHOPAEDIC MATTRESS WAS £399 

LIMITED STOCKS £169cOMPLETE 
KING SIZE JUST £189 SINGLE £149 


MARBLE COMPOSITE 
HEAVY DINING TABLE & 
6 FAUX LEATHER CHAIRS 
IN GREY & BLACK 
WAS £1695 
SAVE £1000 

now £695 


SANDRINGHAM QUILTED ORTHO DIVAN SET 
SINGLE WAS £199 

NOW HALF PRICE £99 

DOUBLE WAS £299 

NOW HALF PRICE £149 


QUALITY SOLID OAK, 
MAHOGANY &JALI 
DINING RANGES & 
OCCASIONAL FURNITURE 
GOOD SELECTION OF 
SIZES & FINISHES 
NOW UPTO 50% OFF 


HUNDREDS OF BEDFRAMES, DIVANS & 
MATTRESSES TO TAKE AWAY 

SINGLE MATT FROM £39 
DOUBLE MATT FROM £59 
KING MATT FROM £79 


FOR THE BEST DEALS IN THE MIDLANDS, COME AND BROWSE IN PEACE AT OUR DUDLEY SHOWROOM 


B F C 


FURNITURE FACTORY 

OUTLET STORE 


BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE 
UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE, 
CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE, 
DUDLEY DY4 8XF 


Telephone: 

0121 557 6885 

OPENING HOURS: 
MON-SAT 10AM-6PM 
SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 
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HALF PRICE 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
JUST £2.00 PER MONTH (INC. P&P) 


To subscribe call our free customer 
care hotline on 0800 146 540 


Overseas 12-month gift subscriptions are available from: Europe £73.56, 
rest of the world £110.76 (Includes P&P, Direct Debit or Pre-payment) 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

MAGAZINE 



THE KITCHEN 
CENTRE 

HARBORNE 


Quality Kitchens and Appliances 
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Your Chronicle 





Hand picked holidays with you in mind 

Return coach travel from Cannock, Dudley, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 


A in association with 

•ABJA () 


THE BATTLE OF 
BRITAIN AIR SHOW, 

DUXFORD 



DOWNTON ABBEY 

AND WARWICK 



Departing Saturday 23 September 2017 


Departing Monday 11 September 2017 


Quote Code: RVY999 


Price Includes... ““ i **“*“*“ — 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Saturday afternoon visit to RAF Museum, Hendon 

✓ Coach transfer and general admission to IWM 
Duxford Air Show on Sunday (upgrade to seated 
enclosure at a supplement of £10pp) 


Quote Code: DRM120 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel with 
3-course dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Visit to Highclere Castle, with admission 

✓ Free time in Warwick (optional half-price 
castle admission at £13.20pp) 


2 days, by coach 

only £159 ■95pp 


2 days, by coach 

only £149 .95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


OmegaHols a OmegaHols OmegaHols 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 



Jayne at the sharp end 
to put patients at ease 


NHS HEROES 


ONCE again we focus some 
of our time on the quiet 
heroes of the NHS, from a 
wide variety of backgrounds 
doing a wide variety of jobs. 

Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham Hospitals NHS 
Trust is one of the Black 
Country’s largest NHS or¬ 
ganisations. 

It employs 7,500 people, 
many of whom live locally. 

Last year, the trust pro¬ 
vides care from 150 loca¬ 
tions. 

This week we highlight: 
JAYNE BURKINSHAW 
Healthcare assistant for 
the District Nursing Team 



SHE’S the healthcare assis¬ 
tant who can make the most 
‘needle-phobic’ patient relax 
- and then she’ll always go 
on to take their blood with 
ease and expertise. 

Jayne Burkinshaw works in the 
community where she visits elder¬ 
ly patients on daily basis. And it’s 
those people, some who fear injec¬ 
tions, who will ask her to return 
again and again to carry out the 
procedure. 

It’s hardly surprising then to learn 
Jayne, who joined Sandwell and West 
Birmingham Hospitals NHS Trust in 
1986, was nominated in the prestig¬ 
ious Royal College of Nursing Awards 
this year for her work. 

She had been shortlisted for the 
Healthcare Assistant Award category 
for her excellent work in running the 
community phlebotomist district nurs¬ 
ing service pilot. 

Finalist 

Instead of patients having to come 
into the hospital for blood tests, the 
test is carried out at their home. 

“Being a finalist has definitely been 
one of my career highlights,” ex¬ 
plained the 50-year-old mum-of-four. 

“I was absolutely over-the-moon 
when I heard the news and I didn’t 
believe it at first. 

“Taking blood is something that I do 
really well and enjoy doing. 

“Sometimes I’ll turn up to the pa¬ 
tient’s home and they’ll tell me ‘you’re 
not getting any blood out of me today’. 

But I sit and and talk with them 
first to try and get them to relax. 

“They eventually come around and 
it’s partly because I am carrying out 
the procedure in their own home. 


“I always leave with a sample - and 
the person asking me to come back to 
carry out the next blood test.” 

Jayne, from Stourbridge, added: 
“It’s the patients that drive me at 
work and they inspire me too. 

“When you see them getting better 
as a result of your treatment it makes 
you feel like you have achieved some¬ 
thing. 

“You are doing your job to help them 
and that’s why I want to come to work 
everyday.” 

A typical shift for Jayne starts at 
8am, where she will be given her list 
of patients to see within the commu¬ 
nity that day. 

It’s not just phlebotomy that she 
deals with. She may be treating leg 


ulcers, changing dressings or adminis¬ 
tering eye drops. It’s all about treating 
them at home, in an environment they 
feel comfortable in. 

“Over the years I’ve had quite a few 
memorable patients which is nice.” 

Jayne works full-time, so as soon as 
she finishes her shift on a Friday she 
heads straight to Bridgnorth for the 
weekend with her husband Paul where 
they have a caravan. 

“It’s where I go to escape 
everything,” added Jayne, who is 
grandmum to five children. 

“It’s a lovely place and I spend my 
time there with my very own hero - 
my husband Paul. 

“He’s so supportive of what I do and 
really keeps me going.” 



Buy direct from your local 
manufacturer 


SPECIAL 

OFFER 


Elizabeth or 4 Seasons Chair 

Only £199 


MASSIVE SAVINGS 


FABRIC SUITES 


• 35 years Experience • Vast Range of Fabrics & Colours # Quick Delivery 
• Oak Furniture l/lfare/voc/se ft Mattresses from £49 • Corner Groups # Sofa Beds 
• Lift and Rise Chairs # Tailor-made to suit individual requirements 


LEATHER RECLINERS 


Sedgley Road West, Tipton DY4 8DQ 

0121 557 7171 


14-16 Trident Centre, Dudley (next to B&M) 

01384 252453 


Marlow Street, Rowley Regis B65 OAY 

0121 561 5386 


Find us on 
Facebook 


Foot stool with 
every sofa 
puchased with i 
this advert 3 
V 


Crimson Comer 


Maria 


To view our full range please visit 0% FINANCE INTEREST FREE 
wvsnv.buysofasdirect.co.uk PAY WEEKLY SCHEME 
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TIME 

TRAVEL CARS 



TAXI TAXI 
TAXI TAXI 

t^£L 

3 c 


TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI 

3IRU PHONE 0800 035 2233“ 

TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI 

TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI "Yl 

TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAT.. T/ XI 

TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TA)0U ■J^^TAXI TaXI 

YOU’VE TRIED THE REST 

TAXI TAXr TAXI TAXI TAXI iAai TAXI TAXI 

TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXL^ ■ tav 

TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI 

TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI 

TAXL^^^^^ TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI 


TO DOWNLOAD 
OUR APP, SEARCH 

n 


ft Aw iin ► So* 


El HERITAGE 

mil CARS GROUP 


more drivers = quicker service 


A Wheelchair accessible A " maior credit and debit cards acce P ted 

Like us on Facebook All major credit and debit cards accepted.via App -’“A ^£3 1 ****”! 


i 




Midland & Apollo Cars 

YOUR LOCAL PRIVATE HIRE SERVICE FREEPHONE 0800 035 2233 

1552 1212 
1557 5757 


ESS I £3.00 





F TO DOWNLOAD ^ 
OUR APP, SEARCH 

Cl 


ft ^ 


Ki| HERITAGE 

liil CARS GROUP 


more drivers = quicker service 


v 


Wheelchair accessible A " ma ' or credit and debit cards acce P ted 

O Like us on Facebook All major credit and debit cards accepted.via App V,SA Cl JBI 


NOW ALL PART OF THE HERITAGE CARS GROUP! 

0121 555 5151 • 24/7 


gil 


HERITAGE 


CARS GROUP 

Wheelchair accessible Like us on Facebook ALL major credit and debit cards accepted via App visa 


DOWNLOAD NOW 


OUR! APP i 
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Your Chronicle 

in association with 



ALL QUIET 

ON THE WESTERN FRONT 



Departing Jul '17 to Nov '18 


Price includes 

l/ 3 nights hotel with continental breakfast 
%/ Key visits: 

• Tyne Cot • Hill 60 • Ypres 

• Menin Gate • Delville Wood 

• Last Post Ceremony • Thiepval Memorial 
# Travel by luxury coach from a local 

joining point 


4 days fr fOnC| 
by coach 


pp 


www.legerbattlefields.co.uk/tours/bwf 


D-DAY LANDINGS 
IN NORMANDY 



Departing Jul '17 to Nov '18 


Price includes 

%/ 3 nights hotel with continental breakfast 
l/ Key visits: • Pegasus Memorial Museum 

• Sword Beach • Juno Beach Centre 

• Gold Beach • Arromanches 

• Omaha Beach • Overlord Museum 
Travel by luxury coach from a local 
joining point 


4 days 
by coach 


Quote: RP32 

■ 

■ 

Quote: RP32 


pp 


www.legerbattlefields.co.uk/tours/fdn 


Local joining points: Birmingham, Walsall, Cannock*, Wolverhampton ...plus more! 


FOR MORE INFORMATION -| ^ f\f\ OOC C O CJ 
OR TO BOOK, CALL U I l \JZJ OOJ 0^0 


ABTA V3582 ATOL 3880. *Supplements may apply. 


Frail woman killed after 
being ‘thrown to floor' 


A FRAIL elderly woman died at 
a residential home after being 
picked up and thrown to the floor 
by a resident with a ‘history of vi¬ 
olence’, an inquest heard. 

Dementia sufferer Elizabeth Hud¬ 
son, who lived at Dingle Meadow in 
Oldbury, died after the attack from 
Michael Williams, who has since him¬ 
self died and who bosses admit should 
not have been living at the home. 

Mr Williams, from Birmingham, stran¬ 
gled and punched another resident around 
two weeks before the incident and had at¬ 
tacked a member of staff days after mov¬ 
ing in. He had also previously carried out a 
similar attack on 84-year-old Mrs Hudson 
to the one that killed her. 

Staff increased observations but he was 
still able to pick Mrs Hudson, 84, up from 
her favourite chair and throw her onto the 
floor on March 16 last year. 

Positive 

Mrs Hudson had lived in the home since 
February 2013, with Mr Williams moving 
in in February 2016 after suffering a fall. 

Mrs Hudson’s son Peter, who lives in Pel- 
sall, Walsall, said: ’’When we went to look 
at Dingle Meadow we saw that my mother’s 
brother was actually living there, he looked 
well and that made us feel positive about 
the care she would receive there. 

“The staff were great there, they were 
very helpful and looked after my mother.” 

Coroner Zafar Siddique said that he was 
disappointed that communications between 
Sandwell Council social workers and the 
home had been so poor and he would be 
writing letters to each to ask that a more 
rigorous testing process is put in place. 

He delivered a narrative verdict stating 
that Mrs Hudson had died as a result of a 
bleed to the brain and a fractured hip which 
came from the attack. 


Elvis rocking the caravan 


Put on your blue suede... sandals for the Life’s a Beach tour, which 
comes to Lightwood House and Park in Bearwood from July 13 to 16 


ELVIS is in the caravan - and he’s 
coming to a park near you soon...uh 
huh huh. 

The King kicked off his Life’s 
a Beach tour at the Black Coun¬ 
try Living Museum in Dudley and 
will be rockin’ and rolling around 
a string of other venues over the 
coming weeks. 


Elvis - AKA - Vimal Korpal and 
other acts on board three caravans 
will be giving mini-theatre perfor¬ 
mances from their mobile homes 
telling stories from the seaside 
which have been collected from the 
memories of Black Country resi¬ 
dents. 

Each caravan has a different 



MNA DIGITAL 



STAND OUT 
FROM YOUR 
RIVALS 


Advertise your business 
on the NEW LOOK 
Express & Star website 
www.expressandstar.com 


To find out how you can benefit call 
MNA Digital on 01902 319730 
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Regatta 

Hard-wearing stain resistant 
loop pile Berber, a great 
choice for any room. 
Available in a selection of 
beautiful natural colours. 


SUMMER 


Per month 


Headboard available at extra cost. Accessories not included. 


STRIPES 

FROM ONLY 

e5£ 7 


PLUS 


EVERY CARPET 




Wasj&9r 

£3£ 


Baroness Elite 4'6" 
Double mattress and 
base set 

A super-deep luxurious 
12.5g bonnel sprung 
mattress which offers 
the perfect sleep surface. 

SUMMER 

SALE 


FROM 

£8.36 


UniTed 

CARPETS 


WOODFLOOR l] q I 


21 Upper High Street, ■ TRUS1 

Wednesbury WS10 7HQ 
Telephone 0121 5056679 


www.unitedcarpetsandbeds.com or call Free on 0800 344 442 

Opening Hours: Mon 9am-8pm, Tues-Sat 9am-6pm / Thur late night Sam-Spm, Sun 10am-4pm 

Products subject to availability. *Free fitting applies when you buy the equivalent size of our Airstep or Treadmore underlay. Stair surcharge applies. 

Free fitting offer does not apply to laminate wood or vinyl flooring. Stocks vary from store to store. Colours in photos may vary slightly due to print quality. 

United Carpets accept no responsibility for printing errors. tUnited Carpets Woodfloor and Beds acts as a credit broker and only offers credit products for 
Secure Trust Bank PLC trading as V12 Retail Finance Ltd, all Credit is provided by external finance companies as determined by United Carpets Woodfloor 
and Beds. Minimum order applies. T 0% APR Representative, 10% Deposit, Minimum Spend Applies. ^Trustpilot review was correct at time of printing. 
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Officers in 
campaign 
over cons 

TRADING standards of¬ 
ficers are carrying out a 
month-long campaign to 
highlight cons aimed at a 
range of people in the com¬ 
munity. 

Officers have warned 
that there ‘was a scam for 
everyone’. The campaign 
is backed by the National 
Trading Standards Scams 
team who run ‘Friends 
Against Seams’, which pro¬ 
vides training and aware¬ 
ness to anyone who wants 
to protect themselves, 
loved ones or neighbours. 

Wednesbury Councillor 
Elaine Costigan, cabinet 
member for public health 
and protection, said: “It 
is very important we keep 
trying to reach those who 
are isolated and may not 
realise they are a victim 
of financial or material 
abuse.” 

Soccer tales 
from Big Ron 

A FOOTBALL legend and 
former player will appear 
at Wednesbury Town Hall 
in November 

Former West Bromwich 
Albion and Aston Villa 
manager, TV, radio and 
sports pundit Ron Atkin¬ 
son will appear on No¬ 
vember 9. He will appear 
alongside former Arsenal 
winger Perry Groves and 
a surprise West Bromwich 
Albion special guest. 

For tickets, visit buytick- 
ets.at/tmevents/103874 or 
call 01253 300121. 


FOCUS ON WEDNESBURY 


Historic window saved 
by £l3k grant from trust 


AN historic stained glass window that was 
under-threat has been saved thanks to a 
£13,000 grant. 

Stone surrounding the ‘Woden’ window at St Bart¬ 
holomew’s Church in Wednesbury, a Grade II-listed 
church, started to crumble in recent years - putting 


the historic stained glass 

The building, which dates 
back to the 11th Century, 
needed a cash injection to 
help with the upkeep of the 
window. Ibstock Cory Envi¬ 
ronmental Trust and other 
charitable trusts, public and 
private donors clubbed to¬ 
gether to raise the £30,000 
needed to keep the window 
in pristine condition. 

The window depicts the 
coming of Christianity to 
Wednesbury and was a gift 
to the church from the peo¬ 
ple of the town in 1904. The 
church celebrated the re¬ 
furbishment with a concert 
featuring the Walsall Sym¬ 
phony Orchestra. It has 15 
rare stained glass windows, 
designed by Charles Earner 
Kempe, and held in place by 
stone mullions. 

When the mullions hold¬ 
ing the ‘Woden’ window 
started to deteriorate, the 
church found it was in need 
of support itself. 


at risk. 

By David Cosgrove 

Churchwarden Donald 
Griffiths said: “We began 
an appeal to raise the funds 
needed to make urgent re¬ 
pairs to the mullions. As 
they continued to deteri¬ 
orate they began to let in 
water and threatened the 
structure of the wall as well 
as the valuable window. 

“ICET was one of the 
trusts who very kindly re¬ 
sponded to the appeal and 
we were very grateful when 
it agreed to contribute so 
generously. Its grant, to¬ 
gether with other funds 
raised from the appeal, has 
ensured the future survival 
of our most historic win¬ 
dow.” 

The £30,000 project 
included removing and 
renovating the window, re¬ 
pairing and replacing the 
perished areas of mullions. 



Churchwarden Donald Griffiths getting a closer look at the restored window at St Bartholemew’s Church 


Future of 
firework 
displays 
in doubt 

DOUBTS have been raised 
about whether fireworks 
displays will continue in 
Sandwell long term follow¬ 
ing damning criticism of 
last year’s event. 

Sandwell Council’s lei¬ 
sure boss Richard Marshall 
said officials would have to 
consider whether Bonfire 
Night events were worth 
the authority’s money and 
resources. 

The troubles first started 
for the council in 2014 at a 
display at Wednesbury’s 
Brunswick Park when a 
stray rocket flew into the 
crowd, resulting in three 
people hurt. 

A scathing independ¬ 
ent report said safety at 
big fireworks displays in 
the borough needed to be 
‘thoroughly reviewed’. 
Hundreds of people com¬ 
plained after being left 
queuing for hours to get 
into Dartmouth Park in 
West Bromwich last year. 

Actions of wardens and 
the numbers of security 
in place on the night, as 
well as the running of the 
operation, came in for crit¬ 
icism by the Royal Society 
for the Prevention of Acci¬ 
dents (RoSPA). 

Councillor Marshall said 
the council ‘was looking’ to 
hold two events this year, 
at Dartmouth Park and 
Victoria Park in Smeth¬ 
wick, but that they had not 
yet been confirmed. 


Oak Wood 01597 

L@DGES 811422 



Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above 
sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. Fantastic views with 
red kites soaring overhead. Stunning location and 
excellent touring centre. 

Dogs welcome. Small site. All year round availability. 
Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


Top quality and stunning 


Commercial feature 

OAKWOOD Lodge Park offers 
some spectacular views from its 
lodges nestled in the picturesque 
surroundings of mid-Wales. 

From romantic breaks for couples 
to week-long holidays for all the 
family, selfcatering lodges are 
available during winter, spring, 
summer or autumn, 365 days a 
year. 

The quality self catering 
accommodation is in fully-equipped 
and centrally-heated log cabins. 
Guests can enjoy the small, 
peaceful and secluded park, set 
in 20 acres of land, including the 
bluebell filled woodland of about 
three acres. 

Most lodges have private garden 
areas offering seclusion and 
privacy as well as the attractive 
panoramic view towards the 
magnificent Elan Valley, with its 
mountains, lakes and moors. 

The park is just outside the 
market town of Rhayader and 
midway between the Brecon 
Beacons and Snowdonia and 
Aberystwyth and Hereford. 

Secure 

Owner John said: “All lodges face 
south and have five-mile panoramic 
views across the valley. We are very 
dog friendly with secure fences 
right around the whole park. Most 
of our lodges have private hot tubs 
and we are open 365 days of the 
year. 

“We offer romantic short breaks 
for couples, family holidays and 
welcome group bookings too. 

“The quality of our lodges and the 
stunning views really are second to 
none, he added. 

Our guests satisfaction comes 
first in everything we do. Many of 
our guests not only come back 



Chill out on this relaxing site and with panoramic views 


each year but many will visit several 
times a year.” 

Since being at Oakwood, they 
have added three new premium 
lodges taking the total up to 14, 10 
of which now have private hot tubs, 
which have proven particularly 
popular. 

“Being open 365 days a year 
and allowing check ins on any day 
of the week, with only a three- 
night minimum stay, means that 
Oakwood has a dedicated following 
of regular guests who return time 
and time again. 

“The plans for the future include a 
couple more hot tubs, and perhaps 
one or two more lodges, but above 
all to retain the quiet, friendly and 
relaxing atmosphere that Oakwood 
has built its reputation on,” he 
added. 

More details on the lodges at 
Oakwood Lodge Park can be 
found on the website at www. 
oakwoodlodges.co.uk or by calling 
01597 811422. 

Alternatively, contact Oakwood 
for details via email on info@ 
oakwoodlodges.co.uk. They are 
also on Facebook at 
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Interior views of the high 
standard lodges 


www.facebook.com/ 
OakwoodLodgePark where a host 
of pictures and videos of the park 
can be found. 

CONTACT US 

Name: Oakwood Lodge Park 
Address: Oakwood Lodge Park, 
Rhayader, Powys, LD6 5NT 
Phone number: 01597 811422 
Website: www.oakwoodlodges.co.uk 
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l8 Lifestyle 


Animals that 
are going 
wild in the 
salesroom 

ANTIQUES AND S 
COLLECTIBLES Tt 


| with John Ridgway of Perry & Phillips 



IN recent years we have seen a relative 
slump in the sale of animals . . . not live 
ones, obviously, but the model varieties. 

However, as with everything in the antiques 
business, the creatures appear to be popular 
once again - or at least those with particular ap¬ 
peal. 

Bronzes have become massively popular, buyers are 
snapping up everything from bulldogs to birds, with 
wild animals such as lions and stags being much sought 
after (in our adjoining antiques centre , we have liter¬ 
ally had buyers queueing up to buy a pair of stags in 
the past couple of days). 

Nice bronzes can fetch some excellent prices in the 
saleroom so be prepared to haggle if you’ve set your 
heart on one. 

Having said that, they are lovely pieces and will 
prove money well spent, especially if this buying trend 
continues and your bronzes become a sound invest¬ 
ment. 

China animal 
models, such as 
those made by Be- 
swick, used to be a 
buyers’ favourite 
but became less so 
over the past five 
years or so - but 
now certain animals 
are almost certain 
to find a new home 
at auction. 

Beswick horses 
(especially ‘names’ 
like Arkle and Red 
Rum) sell for good 
prices, as do farm 
animals such as 
cows, sheep, bulls 
and pigs 

The wild animals including rabbits and foxes pro¬ 
duced by Beswick also do well, as do huntsmen and 
hounds. 

Wemyss animals very collectable, we’ve seen some 
really lovely pigs, rabbits and cats in the saleroom. 

The cute little Whimsie creatures have in the past 
been popular but at present only the Disney characters 
are selling well. 

And back to the farm animal theme, look out for ‘cow 
creamers’, these have always been snapped up for both 
practical use and display purposes. 

As with all vintage pieces, check for any signs of 
damage before you buy your new ‘pet’! 

• Perry and Phillips hold valuation days, for sale 
items only, every Wednesday from 10am until 4pm. 

• The next Perry and Phillips sale of antiques and 
collectables takes place at the Mill Street saleroom 
in Bridgnorth on Tuesday, August 1. Viewing will be 
during the weekend and on Monday and also from 
10am on auction day. New sale bidders are advised 

to attends the saleroom early on auction day to 
register and be allocated a bidding number 



Diverse town centre shops are well worth a visit 



Cooke & Thomas - more than flowers 


WE have a studio in Shrewsbury and have 
recently had an onsite launch to showcase all 
the businesses in our building. 

It has made me think how interesting and 
diverse the range of businesses in the area 
are. 

We no longer have high streets filled with 
the butcher, baker, grocer and ironmonger. 
Today every high street includes a similar 
mix of stores such as Wilkinsons, New Look, 
B&M, Argos, Boots and WH Smiths but look 
a little closer to find some of the more inter¬ 
esting shops. 

You may need to explore as, with rents so 
high they may be in side roads and on small 
industrial estates. 

In Market Drayton we have some wonder¬ 
ful shops, Tuesdays Fine Confectionary is a 
must for the chocolate lover, Cooke & Thomas 
sell so much more than flowers, Gallys offer 
specialist merchandise and gifts, Temptations 
offer inspirational jewellery, The Sewing Box 
kits out the creatives. 

Something Old, Something New is great for 
gifts, Allsorts’ stock changes weekly and is al¬ 
ways worth a visit, In Your Face sorts all your 


STYLE FOCUS 


I with Janet Timmis 


printing requirements and we have some 
amazing hair and beauty shops, key cutting 
and shoe repairs, card shops, pubs and cafes. 

Bloomingtails, Caroles Stitches, Craft Rev¬ 
olution, Sweets and Treats to name but a few 
of the more interesting retailers. 

Today the supermarkets sell so much more 
than the regular groceries and are our first 
port of call for almost any requirement. 

Unique 

It has helped to devastate our high streets, 
along with both out of town and online shop¬ 
ping. 

The smaller businesses have to offer unique 
selling points and amazing customer service 
to ensure the customers keep coming back 
and they need to be experts in social media 
marketing. 

I personally love small independent shops 



with their incredible personalities and their 
owner’s choice of stock, the way it is displayed 
is crucial and the price important. So why 
do we not spend our hard-earned cash with 
these fascinating retailers? At the rate shops 
are closing it won’t be long before we have no 
high streets at all in our small towns. 

Next time you are looking to buy some¬ 
thing, before you reach for your computer 
consider if there is a local emporium that will 
have the item and then take the time to enjoy 
choosing something to suit you while chatting 
to a real person. 

In the last couple of years we have lost 
Woolworths, BHS, Dolcis, Ratners, Block¬ 
buster, Jaegar, Brantano, MFI, Phones4U 
and many more familiar brands who have 
been around for many years. 

Some of these companies have found it dif¬ 
ficult to compete with online sales but footfall 
is also much to blame for their demise. Let’s 
not let anymore vanish from our high streets, 
support them with your patronage. 

Visit www.jflexclusive.com, www.jfl- 
garmentsolutions.co.uk 

Follow: jfllifeandloves on tumblr 




Hair can’t ‘wash itself’ if you leave it 


A LOT of us have a hair-washing 
schedule to make sure our hair 
looks good on the right days, 
while keeping the amount of time 
we actually have to spend wash¬ 
ing it to a minimum. 

But how often should you actually wash 
your hair? And what happens to your hair 
after it’s been assaulted with shampoo? It’s 
high time the experts weighed in. 

Here, consultant trichologist Stephen 
Carson MIT, and Lisa Gilbey MIT, admin¬ 
istrative trichologist to the Institute of 
Trichologists, let us in on a few secrets... 

1. You don’t need to wash your hair 

as often as you think 

No doubt some of your friends insist 
on washing their hair every day, whereas 
others can get by with just once a week. 
Which end of the spectrum is right? Well, 
there’s no general rule, as everyone’s hair 
is different. Stephen says: “Those with fine, 
oily hair will need to wash around three to 
five times a week. Those with normal hair 
that feels slightly oily after four to five days 
should aim to wash around then, and people 
with dry scalps should shampoo every six to 
seven days.” 

Lisa agrees with Stephen, saying the fre¬ 
quency depends on your scalp type and how 
much physical activity you do. 

2. Environmental factors and how 

much you exercise make a difference 

Everything from where you live to the 


By Prudence Wade 


shampoo you use can affect how often you 
should wash your hair. Stephen notes you 
need to be particularly careful when choos¬ 
ing your products. He says: “For example, 
moisturising shampoo will not have enough 
cleansing properties for oily hair, which 
will make the hair lank and need washing 
more often. If you live and work in a city 
centre, pollution, dust and grime will mean 
your hair needs washing more than if you 
live in an area of cleaner air.” And as any 
regular gym-goers know, frequent exercise 
also means that you need to wash your hair 
more often. 

3. No, hair can’t ‘wash itself’ if you 
leave it long enough 

Ah yes, the age old myth that if you just 
don’t wash your hair, it’ll start ‘self-clean¬ 
ing’. It’s a tale that most wish is true, but 
few have actually been brave enough to 
test out. Well, now the professionals have 
spoken. Lisa says that you shouldn’t waste 
your time hoping your hair will eventually 
self clean, because it’s not going to happen. 
“Sebum is the skin’s antibacterial layer and 
has no cleansing properties in,” she says. 
“It can be unhygienic.” 

4. Washing too often dries it out and 
makes coloured hair fade 
Washing your hair too regularly runs the 

risk of drying it out, especially if you don’t 
use conditioner. Stephen says: “You may 
also find your scalp getting dryer and possi¬ 


bly itchy.” You need to be particularly wary 
of this if you’ve had it coloured, as it will 
dry out more quickly. Lisa adds that using 
shampoo which doesn’t strip out the natu¬ 
ral oils, along with limiting how much heat 
is applied to the hair when styling, can help. 

5. Pat hair dry instead of rubbing it 

with a towel 

Washing hair is such a dull part of your 
lifet. However, this means that many people 
go on autopilot and therefore make some 
basic errors in their regular routine. Lisa 
says: “Women often use the wrong shampoo 
for their hair type, apply conditioner to the 
scalp, and rub the hair with the towel as op¬ 
posed to patting it dry - this can charge the 
hair electrostatically, making it flyaway.” 

6. Showering in water that’s too hot 

is a mistake 

For Stephen, there are a whole host of 
simple mistakes we make when washing 
our hair. He says: “Common errors include 
using water that’s too hot, which has a 
drying effect on the scalp, not rinsing hair 
thoroughly enough (which can cause a dull 
appearance due to debris left on the cuti¬ 
cle), and rubbing the hair too vigorously 
with a towel afterwards.” 

Instead, avoid damaging the cuticle by 
blotting your hair gently dry. 

7. Brush your hair before washing it 

If you’ve got long hair, brush it first. Also, 

don’tlather up all your hair on top of your 
head like a shampoo crown. “Instead, keep 
the foam close to the roots and then let the 
lather run through the hair as you rinse.” 

























COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


Growing business is clearly a 
favourite with its 









Commercial feature_ 

MARKET leading Stourbridge double 
glazing business Carera Windows has 
fitted more than half a million quality 
windows and doors over the past 28 
years. 

The company based in Junction Road, 
Audnam, started out 28 years ago to serve 
the Stourbridge area but as it has grown 
it has moved on to serve neighbouring 
areas including Halesowen, Kidderminster, 
Bromsgrove and Worcester. 

The business moved to its present base 20 
years ago. Carera offer a full range of windows 
and doors and also install a full range of 
conservatories, orangeries and living spaces. 

Happy 

The company prides itself on having a depth 
of knowledge in all aspects of the products it 
offers and industry regulations. The company 
is fully conversant with all current regulations 
within the industry. A key aim is to provide a 
level of customer service that is second to 
none. 

More than 70 per cent of all Carera 
Windows’ home sales come via personal 
recommendation from happy clients, which 
number many thousands. It takes pride 
in completing every project to the highest 
standard. 

From the start, Carera is committed to offering 
only top-quality products, expert installations 
and unbeatable personal service to both private 
and commercial customers. Its experienced 
team is committed to working closely with local 


Lj 


authorities, education authorities, landlords, 
architects and contractors on its commercial 
work. Carera Windows is keen to get involved in 
any kind of commercial project from industrial 
units to office conversions, new build to 
refurbishments and renovations. 

The company’s showroom at its base is open 
Monday to Friday. 9am to 5pm and Saturday, 
10am to 4pm. It offers a wide range of products 
in various sizes and colours, manufactured 


Attractive doors and windows complement the room setting 

using PVCu, aluminium, GRP and hardwood. 
Carera also installs entrance doors ,sliding 
patio doors , french double doors and porches 
Carera Windows was started by owner and 
managing director Mark Crumpton in 1989, 
originally from home as a small enterprising 
double glazing company supplying the local 
area. Its housing association glazing contracts 
and commercial premises work now also takes 
the business across the country. 


Claire Stockley (Sales) and Dan Butcher (Business) 

Carera prides itself on offering honest and 
professional expert advice, installing 100 per 
cent high quality products, sensible prices and 
outstanding customer service. 

It has become a market leader in its area and 
aims to provide a friendly service without hard 
sell. 

Carera can supply and fit from a single 
window to complex orangeries and no job is to 
small or to large for it. The company controls 
every aspect of its projects. 


CONTACT US 

Company: Carera Windows 
Address: 24 Junction Road, Audnam, 
Stourbridge, DY8 4YJ 
Phone: 01384 442490 
Website: www.carerawindows.co.uk 






A^ssMAM* 


From 



including VAT 



Any Conservatory 

(Victorian / Edwardian / Garden Room) 

| t includes: 

© Brick Built Base / Dwarfwall © Heating Systems 
© Electrics © Tiled Flooring © Window & Door Blinds 


The Lugano Collection 

Introducing the next generation of windows and doors. 
These world class products meet the highest standards 
of performance, that includes all the features that todays 
homeowners want, outstanding energy effeciency, sound 
insulation, superb security, easy maintenance and long life. 

Introductory 
offer on this top 
quality premier 
product 

4 WINDOWS 

B IS AND 1 DOOR 

From 

_J £1850 

Choose the best for your windows and doors. 
Contact Carera now for more details. 


Windows. Doors. Porches. 
Orangeries. Conservatories 




©Top Quality A Rated Products 
At Great Prices 

i p . 

©Yale Locking Systems 
© Swish Window & Door Systems 
Q No Deposit Required 
© Payment On Completion / Satisfaction 
© Full 10 Year Guarantee 
© 28 Years Trading - Same Owner 

Ring the recommended Company NOW! 


Yale 


01384 442 490 


1CARERA] 

WINDOWS' 


ww w.carera wi ndows.co. u k 

Carera Showroom, 24 Junction Rd, Audman DY8 4YJ 
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GOOQ 


with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

^ 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Expanding Easy Hose 


• • 

3.6V Cordless Trimming Shears 



EASYhfSe 


This kink-free hose is strong and 
light and expands over three times 
in length during use, contracting 
again in a matter of seconds. 

It has universal hose fittings and 
a free eight pattern spray nozzle 
included. A wall holder is also 
available for just £8.99. 

Available in four expanded 
lengths: 

D8462 25ft Easy Hose Set 
£14.99 Was £29.99 Save £15 

D8463 50ft Easy Hose Set 
£24.99 Was £49.99 Save £25 

D8464 75ft Easy Hose Set 
£34.99 Was £59.99 Save £25 

D8466 Holder for Easy Hose Set 
£8.99 Was £14.99 Save £6 


From only £14.99 plus £4.95 P&P 



Only £29.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Powered by a lithium-ion battery, 
the amazing 3.6V Hedge and Edge 
trimming shears provide complete 
cordless freedom, and up to 40 
minutes of continuous operation 
on a full charge. What’s more it’s 
incredibly lightweight (just 0.8kg) and 
includes two interchangeable blades 
that allow you to trim and shape 
hedges and lawn edges with ease. 

The grass shear blade with a 80mm 
cutting width will make easy work of 
lawn edges, while the trimming blade 
will cut hedges, shrubs and bushes 
up to 8mm in diameter. Comes 
complete with installed lithium-ion 
battery, charger and two blade 
guards. Also available is a handle 
and wheel set that allows you to trim 
grass edges without stooping or 
bending. 

D2939 3.6V Cordless Trimming 
Shears 

D2940 Extension Handle £14.99 


Lily Floating Fountain 



Only £29.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


or crack. Requires 15cm 
minimum water depth, 
maximum fountain height: 
42cm. 


G1471 Solar Lily Water 
Fountain 


* This self-contained water 

* feature can be secured 

I to a single position or 

allowed to float freely in 
your garden pond, its 
solar powered so there’s 
no need for mains water 

* supply. Simply place the 
lily-pad in a body of water 
and the pump included 

® sends water through the 

* central spout up to 17 

* inches in the air, choose 
from, spray, sprinkle or 

l steam effect, for best 
results place the lily-pad in 
direct sunlight. Made using 
durable, weatherproof ABS 
and resin it will not rust 



Telescopic Electric 
Hedge Trimmer & 
Optional Chainsaw 


From only £99.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


With your feet firmly and safely on the ground, this 800W telescopic 
hedge trimmer allows you to trim even the tallest of hedges without 
the need for a ladder. With a standard working height of 2.2m, simply 
extend the telescopic handle to extend your working height to an 
amazing 3.2m. For complete control the angle of the hedge trimmer 
can be adjusted through 45° and the reciprocating blade makes light 
work of the toughest of foliage. With a shoulder strap for comfortable 
operation at the longest extension, the hedge trimmer can easily be 
transformed to a shorter extension at the simple release of a catch. 
With a cutting length of 36cm, and weighing just 4.5kg, the hedge 
trimmer separates for easy storage when not in use. 

Also available is a 24cm chainsaw head that transforms the hedge 
trimmer into a long reach chainsaw that slices through branches up 
to 10” in diameter at 6500rpm per minute. This product comes with a 
shoulder strap for comfortable operation at its longest extension, as 
in this position the weight distribution will be affected and feel heavier 
to operate - making it unsuitable for long periods of use. 

D7305 HedgeTrimmer £99.99 
D7306 Chainsaw Head £29.99 
D7307 Replacement Chain £9.99 
D6545 Ear Protectors £11.99 
D827015m Extension Cable £16.99 
D3741 Circuit breaker Socket £12.99 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* %£ 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Order online at 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 20th March and 20th June 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


r-- 


- i 

| RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (74160), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

1 Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) Initial Surname 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 







Address Postcode 

1 Email Tel. (for aueries onlv) 

. 1 enclose mv cheaue/PO made Davable to BVG-GROUP LTD for £ Or Dlease debit mv card £ EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No 

I My card number is: 
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1 “Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 
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Delivering a great experience 

Steve and the team at The Brunswick Pub 
in Wednesbury simply aim to deliver a great 
customer experience for their customers. 

With a warm welcome and a great range of 
lagers, ciders and premium spirits to choose 
from, the pub staff aim to ensure their 
customers don’t go home disappointed. 

If sport is your thing, then The Brunswick 
offers various sporting events on their 
screen. But if you want to be actively 
involved then look no further than the pool 
table and darts board! 

Entertainment at the pub really comes 
alive on a Thursday through to Sunday when 
discos and karaoke are a must and Steve 
says: “If you think you are the next big pop 
star why not give it a try.” 

A spokesman added: “As we are 
approaching the summer holidays we 
have also got a beer garden along with a 
children’s play area with a bouncy castle to 
keep all the children entertained. 

“Why not come and try our carvery 
available from Friday to Sunday 12 noon to 
8pm.” 
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Buy and 
sell with 

ClassifiedsAds 



1. Visit our 

ClassifiedAds website 

www.classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



3. Self Serve - 
Create your own advert 
in print and online - visit: 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 
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are on my side 
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hen Rick Astley 
walked away from 
the music business 
at the age of 27, 
he imagined that 
would be that. The 


Rick headlines the Forest Live gig 
on Cannock Chase on Saturday 


singer had sold the best part of 40 
million records and his 1987 song 
Never Gonna Give You Up had been a 
number one hit single in 25 countries 
and won a Brit Award. 

His retirement in 1993 was meant to be for real. And 
when he re-emerged in 2007, he imagined it would be 
just for laughs and a few bob here and there. The last 
thing he expected was hitting number one on the album 
chart at the age of 50. 

And yet the singer has led a charmed life. He only 
joined his band, FBI, because the singer had left for 
a career as a hairdresser. And he only came to the 
attention of Pete Waterman because he was working as a 
recording studio tea boy, or so the story goes. 

“I don’t think anybody around me or anybody who 
knows me was expecting that, to have a number one 
album in the UK again. That was pretty freaky.” 

Rick went to number one last year and has been riding 
the crest of a wave ever since. He’s played sold out 
shows across the UK and is back to headline Saturday’s 
Cannock Chase gig for Forest Live, with special guest 
Rumer. 

He wasn’t particularly nervous about the release of 50. 
He had realistic expectations - that didn’t involve getting 
to number one. He hoped the record would be well 
promoted and that people would, a) get to hear it, and, b) 
enjoy it. 

“In a lot of ways, no, really, there wasn’t any 
pressure. I didn’t have anything to be nervous about 
— because, like I said, we didn’t really have any 
expectations. I made this record myself in my own 
studio at home. I wrote it all, produced it, played all 
the instruments. It was a labour of love. 

It’s been something I kind of wanted to 
do to mark my 50th birthday, which was 
this year, but obviously I was making the 
record last year. I didn’t anticipate anything 
fantastic happening. I just kind of thought, 

‘Well, we’ll see how we can put the record 
out and we’ll see how it goes’.” 

The most remarkable aspect of 
50 was its sheer quality. A spiritual 
record, it was deeply soulful and 
rich in sound. Rick was happy 
with that aspect of it - and 
thrilled that it earned him a 
gold disc by selling more 
than a quarter of a million 
copies. 

“I think, for me, even 
as a small kid, I sang in 
choirs — at the church 
choir, school choir. They 
weren’t gospel choirs, 
that’s for sure, but the idea of 
singing with other people. When I was 
having Never Gonna Give You Up and 
a couple of the other hits, I wouldn’t 
have thought that deeply about 
certain lyrics, I don’t think, because 
they were pop songs — It was 
like, ‘girl meets boy, boom’, you 
know. Having lived a bit longer 
now, I think certain things that 
have happened in my life have 
definitely changed the way I 
feel about things. 

“The song Angels On My 
Side is about the fact that 
I have two elder brothers 
and an older sister and 
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they looked out for me a lot. My mum and 
dad got divorced - and obviously, my 
mum and dad looked after me - but I’m 
saying having older brothers and an 
older sister, that could have gone one 
of two ways. They could have neglected 
the youngest kid, and I don’t think they 
did. I think they looked after me. That’s 
happened right through my career, as 
well: I’ve had good people around me. 

I’ve still got most of my sanity. And I’ve still 
got some money, which is a freaky thing 
in this industry sometimes. When 
people have a pop career, 
they kind of get churned 
up and thrown out the 
other end, and they 
have a disastrous life 
sometimes after it. And 
I’ve had a charmed, 
amazing life.” 

Rick had a testing 
childhood because 
his mum and dad lost 
a son before he was 
born and became 
very unhappy, 
before going their 
separate ways. That 
upbringing led him 
to music because he 
found his escape by 
singing. 

“When you’re around two 
people who are very, very, very 
unhappy, i.e. your parents, it’s 
really tough - and that’s why I 
got into music, I think. I wanted 
to be at the school choir. I 
wanted to be at church, even 
though I wasn’t necessarily very 
religious. I just wanted to be 


I’ve had good 
people around me. 
I’ve still got most 
of my sanity 


somewhere else with people my own age and singing 
really helped me. One of the songs on the album is called 
Keep Singing, and that’s kind of, again, what that is about 
- that singing’s been good for me.” 

And yet Rick didn’t imagine that he’d be as successful 
as he’s been. He certainly didn’t anticipate becoming a 
star in the USA, where Whenever You Need Somebody 
became a double platinum album. 

“To be honest, having success in America, a couple 
number ones and a few top tens, you kind of think, 

‘It doesn’t get any bigger than that’. But then again, I 
would look at other artists around my time — if you look 
at George Michael’s career through the 80s and into 
the 90s and stuff, I mean, it’s on a different league, a 
different level. Another British guy, obviously. So I think, 
to be fair, it was four or five years of being really famous. 
And I wouldn’t swap it for anything: It was an amazing 
experience, you know, because I made quite a lot of 
money. And I’m one of those people who actually wants 
to say that, because the way I look at the money side of 
it is that it bought me freedom. I’ve been free to do a lot 
of other things that I wanted to do. Nothing maybe too 
extravagant, but just freedom.” 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 
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Oh Romeo, bar-crossed 
lovers meet in a night club 


Medieval Italy is swapped for a modern 
night club in Watermill Theatre’s vibrant 
new production of Romeo And Juliet, part 
of the touring theatre company’s short 
Shakespeare season at Wolverhampton 
Grand Theatre. 

Music by rock band The Vaccines, folk-rock 
stars Mumford and Sons and singer-songwriter 
Hozier feature in Paul Hart’s explosive production 
of Shakespeare’s tale of all-consuming young love 
compromised by family loyalty. 

Romeo And Juliet is given a contemporary feel by 
a cast of actor-musicians in a production that also 
features original music by Johnny Flynn, from TV’s 


Brotherhood and Lovesick. It is being performed at 
2.30pm and again at 7.30 on Wednesday, July 12. 

Then, on Thursday and Friday evening, July 13 and 
14, Watermill will stage a 1920s-set version of Twelfth 
Night featuring jazz music by Duke Ellington, Django 
Reinhardt and Louis Armstrong. 

Director Paul Hart said: “A jazz club seems the 
perfect setting for Twelfth Night given the play’s 
obsession with music, love and excess. 

“Featuring live music performed by our multi¬ 
talented company, the soundtrack will be 1920s 
influenced with a modern twist.” 

Tickets start from £12.50 (plus £3 booking fee), see 
grandtheatre.co.uk or call 01902 429212. 


Grand concert to 
celebrate hospice 

A uniaue concert featurina Composer and concert pianist Denis* 


A unique concert featuring 
local, national and 
international talent will be 
held in Wolverhampton to 
mark 35 years of Compton 
Hospice. 

Ethos - The Best of Times, 
produced and directed for Compton 
Hospice by Jeremy Hobbs, will be 
an emotional blend of music, song 
and dance highlighting the work of 
the city’s hospice. It is being held at 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre next 
Saturday, July 15, and the evening 
will culminate with the 100 Voices of 
the Celebration Choir, celebrating 
the joy of life. 


Composer and concert pianist 
Luke Faulkner, pictured, with Aimee 
Fisher and Lauren Soley from the 
London cast of Les Miserables will 
be performing I Dreamed A Dream 
and On My Own. Tony O’Rourke, 
who will be remembered for his 
stunning performances at the 
Grand Theatre in La Cage Aux 
Folles, will be reprising his show¬ 
stopping version of I Am What I 
Am and Alison Room will tug at 
the heart strings with Time Heals 
Everything from Mack And Mabel. 

Colette Forsyth, Holly-Ann White 
and dancers from Wolverhampton 
Musical Comedy Company 
(Muscom) will be joined by the 



Denise _ 

Robinson 

School of Dance and exciting 
young singer Annabel Rockett, 
national finalist in Rotary 
International Young Musician 
of the Year. Violinist Karolina 
Tomaszewicz will perform the 
haunting Schindler’s List. 

Members of the Compton 
Hospice Choir will be performing 
together with the ‘Pure Imagination’ 
of Nick Sullivan and the children of 
Newbridge Preparatory School. 

Tickets from the box office 
in Lichfield Street, online at 
grandtheatre.co.uk or call 01902 
429212. 


Mod dream double 
bill at the Robin 2 


Young dance talent 
in action at testival 



It’s the kind of dream gig that 
can only happen in the 
alternative universe of the 
tribute band, a double 
header of top Mod 
groups, The Who and 
the Small Faces. 

Who’s Who will play on 
the same bill as the Small 
Fakers at Bilston’s Robin 

O .lam.A navi Cal..r#lai. I..lw 

15. Other highlights at the Robin 
include acclaimed duo Ezio on July 12 and a 25th 
anniversary of the opening of the original Robin 
venue with Soul Survivors featuring Mel Day, 
pictured, on July 14 at the 1992 door price £6. 


U.Dance 2017, the UK’s annual youth dance festival, 
is at Birmingham Hippodrome from July 14 to 16. 

On the Friday West Midlands-based Motionhouse 
share the stage with the National Youth Dance 
Company and groups from London, Edinburgh, 
Hampshire, Northampton and Brighton. Saturday 
sees the National Youth Dance Company of Scotland 
in action with groups including Birmingham’s 
DanceXchange and Kidderminster’s Ignite. Sunday’s 
line-up includes Birmingham’s ACE Youth and 
National Youth Dance Wales. Daily tickets are £10/£8. 
In the Hippodrome, The Patrick Centre hosts 
Navadal (New Shoots), Akademi’s South Asian 
youth dance contest on Saturday, July 15. Tickets 
£5. See birminghamhippodrome.com website and 
onedanceuk.org for U.Dance. 




FUNCTION 


ROOM 


FOR... 


WEDDING RECEPTIONS, 

Birthday Parties, 
Anniversaries and 
Funerals 


iThei 


D©ME«m®iTE 


7 DAY CARVERY 

£4.49 Monday - Saturday • £6.79 Sunday 
Food served: Mon-Sat 12:00-20:30 
Sundays 12:00-17:30 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, July 6, 2017 































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, July 6, 2017 



CHOICE 



Museum of the Year 


(BBC2,9.30pm) 

Tristram Hunt, the newly 
appointed director of the 
Victoria and Albert Museum in 
London, presents coverage of 
Art Fund's 2017 Museum of the 
Year ceremony. This year, the 
finalists are London's Tate 
Modern and John Soane 
Museum, the Newmarket 
Heritage Centre for Horseracing 
and SportingArt, Birmingham's 
Lapworth Museum of Geology, 
and the Hepworth art gallery in 
Wakefield. In 2016, the V&A 
claimed the coveted award, and 
here, Tristram seeks tips and 
advice on maintaining its lofty 
reputation from those 
responsible for running the 
museums up for recognition 
this year. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 

Live. 11.30 Mary Berry Cooks. (R) 12.00 

BBC News; Weather. 12.15 Wimbledon 

2017. Coverage from the All England 

Club. 

6.25 BBC News. 

6.35 Regional Programme. 

6.45 Pointless Celebrities. Ed Baines, 
Paul Rankin, Tony Singh, Cyrus 
Todiwala, Jean-Christophe Novelli, 
Jo Pratt, Richard Burr and Frances 
Quinn compete in a “food and 
drink” themed edition of the quiz. 

(R) 

7.30 Pitch Battle. The choral music 
contest reaches its fourth heat, as 
another six diverse groups seek to 
demonstrate their vocal skills. This 
time, the ensembles are young 
chamber choir Tring Park 16, West 
Midlands-based musical theatre 
enthusiasts Crescendo, Oxford 
University a capella group Oxford 
Alternotives, classical quintet Vox- 
Xover, all-girl pop ensemble 
Vocalities, and Dublin barbershop 
choir The Ramparts. Each group is 
given a chance to display their 
speciality with a “showstopper” 
performance, before battling it out 
with their rivals in a themed “riff- 
off”. 

9.00 Casualty. Ethan discovers Scott’s 
brother Mickey is in a secret 
relationship with Jez, and he seeks 
to befriend the lad and turn him 
against his sibling. However, when 
Mickey proves to be too terrified to 
help, Ethan turns to blackmail 
instead, earning disapproval from 
both Jez and Alicia. Meanwhile, 
Connie pulls rank on Sam when he 
asks for time off to take Grace to a 
physiotherapy session, and later, 
Sam spots a chance to undermine 
Connie while treating a bride who 
mysteriously collapsed at the altar. 

9.50 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

lO.IOFilm: Little Fockers. (2010) A 
father of twins invites his family to 
his kids’ birthday party and tries to 
finally prove his worth to his 
father-in-law. Comedy sequel, with 
Ben Stiller and Robert De Niro. 

11.45 Film: Tropic Thunder. (2008) The 
cast of a Vietnam War movie 
unknowingly wanders into the 
middle of a real-life conflict. 
Comedy, directed by and starring 
Ben Stiller, with Jack Black. 

1.30 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.35 

BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.00 Film: Lucky Partners. (1940) 7.35 
John Mills: Talking Pictures. (R) 8.15 
Film: Scott of the Antarctic. (1948) 

10.00 Athletics: Diamond League 
Highlights. 11.00 Wimbledon 2017. 

12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 Film: 
Father of the Bride. (1950) Comedy, 
starring Spencer Tracy and Elizabeth 
Taylor. 2.30 Wimbledon 2017. Sue 
Barker presents further live coverage on 
day six of the third Grand Slam 
tournament of the year at the All England 
Club, featuring the third-round matches 
in the singles draws. 

8.30 Today at Wimbledon. Clare 
Balding introduces highlights of 
the sixth day’s play at the All 
England Club, where the men’s 
and ladies’ third-round singles 
matches were due to reach a 
conclusion. The middle Saturday 
is always a special occasion at 
SW19 and the crowd on Centre 
Court last year were treated to the 
sight of Milos Raonic and Andy 
Murray progressing to the fourth 
round with respective victories 
over Jack Sock and John Millman, 
while Novak Djokovic was dumped 
out of the tournament on Court 
One against Sam Querrey. 

9.30 Museum of the Year. Tristram 
Hunt presents coverage of Art 
Fund's 2017 Museum of the Year 
ceremony, and meets some of the 
people responsible for running the 
museums up for recognition this 
year. 

10.00 Mock the Week. Topical comedy 
quiz show, hosted by Dara 0 
Briain. (R) 

10.30 Ql XL. Bill Bailey, Jo Brand and 
Greg Davies join regular panellist 
Alan Davies and host Stephen Fry 
to meander through miscellaneous 
marriage and mating matters. 

11.15 Film: 2001: A Space Odyssey. 
(1968) Scientists detect a 
mysterious black monolith on the 
moon is transmitting a signal to 
Jupiter. A spacecraft is sent on a 
mission to investigate the origins 
of the strange object, but as they 
near their destination, the 
astronauts realise the computer 
controlling the ship is turning 
against them. Stanley Kubrick's 
sci-fi epic, with Keir Dullea. 

1.30 Film: West. (2014) An East German 
mother emigrating to West Germany is 
interrogated about her dead boyfriend, 
who is suspected of being a spy. Drama, 
with Jordis Triebel and Tristan Gobel. 
3.05 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods.(R) 7.05 Super4.(R) 7.20 
Marvel Avengers Assemble. (R) 7.45 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.10 Ben 10. 

8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 The 
Home Game. (R) 10.20 Film: Harry 
Potter and the Chamber of Secrets. 
(2002) 1.20 ITV News; Weather. 1.30 
ITV Racing: Live from Sandown. 
Coverage of today’s races from Sandown 
Park and Haydock Park. 4.00 The Chase. 
(R) 5.00 Paul O’Grady: For the Love of 
Dogs. (R) 5.30 Little Big Shots US. 

6.25 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.35 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Catchphrase. Stephen Mulhern 
hosts the game show, asking three 
contestants to “see it and say it” as 
they try to guess the familiar 
phrases hidden in animated clues. 

7.30 The Voice Kids. The Blind 

Auditions are now over, meaning it 
is time for coaches William, 
Danny Jones and Pixie Lott to 
begin the difficult process of 
whittling down the number of 
would be pop icons in their 
respective teams. Emma Willis 
presents as the battle phase gets 
underway. This time, the 
youngsters are arranged into 
groups of three to face another 
daunting turn on the stage. Only 
one singer from each trio can 
make it through to the semi-final, 
and remain in the running to claim 
the £30,000 contribution to their 
musical education - and the family 
holiday to Disneyland Paris. 

9.00 Film: Skyfall. (2012) James Bond 
pursues a mysterious criminal 
mastermind who has orchestrated 
a terrorist attack on MI6 
headquarters and exposed 
the identities of undercover 
agents around the world. The trail 
leads to a rogue former operative 
who has a personal vendetta 
against the intelligence 
organisation’s leader. Action 
thriller, starring Daniel Craig, 

Javier Bardem, Judi Dench, Ralph 
Fiennes and Naomi Harris. 

10.05 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20Film: Skyfall. (2012) Continued. 
12.05 The Chase. (R) 1.00 Jackpot247. 
3.00 Who’s Doing the Dishes? (R) 3.50 
ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 Motor Sport: Caterham. 6.40 3rd 
Rock from the Sun. (R) 7.05 3rd Rock 
from the Sun. (R) 7.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 8.50 
Frasier. (R) 9.20 The Big Bang Theory. 

(R) 9.50 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.20 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.50 The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.20 The Simpsons. (R) 
11.50 The Simpsons. (R) 12.20 
Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. (R) 

1.20 Four in a Bed. (R) 1.50 Four in a 
Bed. (R) 2.25 Four in a Bed. (R) 2.55 
Four in a Bed. (R) 3.30 Four in a Bed. (R) 
4.00 A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 
5.00 Channel 4 News. 5.30 Formula 1 
Austrian Grand Prix Qualifying 
Highlights. 

7.00 Film: Rise of the Planet of the 
Apes. (2011) A scientist carries 
out genetic experiments on apes, 
hoping to find a cure for 
Alzheimer’s disease. A chimpanzee 
used in the tests develops superior 
intelligence and becomes outraged 
at the human race’s cruel 
treatment of his kind, forming his 
fellow primates into an army to 
overthrow mankind. Sci-fi thriller, 
starring James Franco, Freida 
Pinto and Andy Serkis. 

9.00 Film: Bridesmaids. (2011) A 
disorganised woman is asked to 
be maid of honour at her best 
friend’s wedding. Taking charge of 
the prenuptial bridal celebrations, 
she resolves to give her pal and 
accompanying bridesmaids the 
time of their lives, but as her 
efforts slide into chaos she finds 
the wife of the groom’s boss is 
keen to usurp her position. 
Comedy, with Kristen Wiig, Rose 
Byrne and Melissa McCarthy. 

11.20 Film: Red Eye. (2005) A hotelier 
on a flight to Miami realises a 
passenger she has befriended is 
intent on involving her in a political 
assassination. Thriller, with Rachel 
McAdams and Cillian Murphy. 

12.55 Ramsay’s Hotel Hell. A family-built 
inn with huge debts in Oregon. (R) 1.45 
Hollyoaks. Omnibus. Milo helps Cindy to 
fake a robbery at The Emporium for the 
sympathy vote in the election, while 
Jesse takes Grace for a viewing at a 
potential new club. 3.50 Ackley Bridge. 
Kaneez is furious to discover that Nas is 
considering the arranged marriage, but 
the pressure of her web of lies leads Nas 
to break down to her mum and confess 
that she is gay. (R) 4.45 Shipping Wars 
UK. The race for Transporter of the Week 
reaches its climax. (R) 5.15 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.10 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.45 Cats Make You 
Laugh Out Loud 2. (R) 11.05 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.05 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 2.00 The Nightmare 
Neighbour Next Door. (R) 3.00 The 
Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

4.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 
5.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 
6.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

The agents chase almost £3,000 
owed by Indian takeaway owners, 
but when the staff deny any 
knowledge of the debt, the agents 
threaten to seize kitchen 
equipment. In east London they 
face a race against time to recover 
more than £8,000 from an 
electrical services company, and in 
Cheshire the enforcement agents 
chase nearly £4,000 of debt owed 
by a mobile phone shop. (R) 

6.55 5 News Weekend. 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v South 
Africa. Highlights of the third day’s 
play in the First Test of the four- 
match series, which took place at 
Lord’s. With commentary by 
Graeme Smith, Geoffrey Boycott, 
Simon Hughes, Michael Vaughan 
and Mark Nicholas. 

8.00 Blind Date. Paul O’Grady gives 
more lovelorn singletons a chance 
at romance. Manchester-based 
recruitment consultant Antoni 
must choose which of three self- 
assured ladies he would like to 
date, while Alice, a Celine Dion 
super-fan hopes her musical 
obsession will not stop her finding 
a girlfriend on her wavelength. 

9.00 Big Brother. Daily round-up of 
highlights, revealing how the 
housemates are getting on under 
the all-seeing eye of Big Brother. 
Featuring games, arguments, 
laughs, diary room visits and 
bedroom chit-chat, as well as 
reactions to the latest eviction. 
Narrated by Marcus Bentley. 

10.00 Live Boxing: Josh Taylor vs Ohara 
Davies. Coverage of the bout for 
the Commonwealth Super 
Lightweight title, which takes place 
at Braehead Arena in Glasgow. 
12.00 SuperCasino. Live interactive 
gaming. 3.10 Film: The Darkest Hour. 
(2011) Sci-fi horror, starring Emile 
Hirsch. 4.40 Access. 4.50 Great Artists. 
Sculptor, architect and painter 
Michelangelo. (R) 5.15 Wildlife SOS. (R) 
5.40 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.50 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 



DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Britain and the Sea 8.00 Nature’s 
Great Events 9.00 Film: Mea Culpa 
(2014) 10.25 Titanic’s Tragic Twin: The 
Britannic Disaster 11.25 Top of the Pops: 

1984 12.35 Synth Britannia at the BBC 

1.35 Synth Britannia 3.05 Close 
ITV2 

12.10 Take Me Out 1.20 Catchphrase 
2.05 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 2.35 
Film: A Cinderella Story (2004) 3.35 FYI 
Daily 3.40 Film: A Cinderella Story 
(2004) 4.30 Film: Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory (2005) 5.35 FYI Daily 
5.40 Film: Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory (2005) 6.45 Film: Step Up 3 
(2010) 7.50 FYI Daily 7.55 Film: Step Up 
3 (2010) 9.00 Love Island: The Weekly 
Hot List 10.00 Celebrity Juice 10.50 
Family Guy 12.20 American Dad! 1.15 
Film: Bring It On (2000) 2.15 FYI Daily 
2.20 Film: Bring It On (2000)2.55 
Teleshopping 
ITV3 

11.00 Film: The Mirror Crack’d (1980) 
12.05 Bertie and Elizabeth 2.05 Hans 
Christian Andersen: My Life as a Fairy 
Tale 4.00 Wycliffe 5.05 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 9.00 Foyle’s War 11.00 Law & 
Order: UK 2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.00 Tour de France Live. Coverage of 
stage eight. 4.30 Pawn Stars 5.00 Better 
Late Than Never 5.55 Monster Carp 7.00 
Tour de France Highlights 8.00 The 
Chase: Celebrity Special 9.05 Film: 
Renegades (1989) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 
Film: Renegades (1989) 11.15 Film: 
Awake (2007) 12.20 FYI Daily 12.25 
Film: Awake (2007) 12.55 Tour de France 
Highlights 2.00 The Hand of God: 30 
Years On 2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 
E4 

12.00 The Goldbergs 3.00 Film: Ferris 
Bueller’s Day Off (1986) 5.00 The Big 
Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Die Hard 2 
(1990) 11.25 Gogglebox 1.35 The 
Inbetweeners 2.35 Tattoo Fixers 3.30 
Rude Tube 4.25 How I Met Your Mother 
Film4 

11.00 Step Up 4: Miami Heat (2012) 1.00 
Moomins on the Riviera (2014) 2.35 
Letters to Juliet (2010) 4.40 Men in Black 
(1997) 6.35 The Best Exotic Marigold 
Hotel (2011) Comedy drama, starring 
Judi Dench and Bill Nighy. 9.00 The 
Hunger Games: Mockingjay - Part 1 
(2014) Sci-fi adventure sequel, starring 
Jennifer Lawrence. 11.20 Solomon Kane 
(2010) 1.251 Love You Phillip Morris 
(2009) 3.35 Close 
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CHOICE 





Poldark 
(BBC1, 9pm) 

The French Royalists plan an 
invasion, which Caroline hopes 
will lead to Dwight's release. 
However, Ross is convinced this 
will only make matters worse, 
and recruits a band of allies, 
includingTholly, Zacky, Drake 
and Henshawe, to help him free 
Dwight from prison. George 
schemes to further his political 
ambitions, and when he learns 
of Ross' plan, he uses it as a 
means to discredit his rival, 
accusing him of recklessness - 
a charge that may prove true 
when the rescue mission proves 
to have fatal consequences. 
Aidan Turner, Eleanor 
Tomlinson, Caroline Blakiston, 
Ossie Whitworth, Ellise 
Chappell, Beatie Edneyand 
Jack Farthing star. 


5.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 Sunday Morning Live. 
11.00 Regional Programme. 12.15 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Athletics: London 
Anniversary Games. Gabby Logan 
presents continued coverage from The 
Olympic Stadium in London. 4.30 
Escape to the Country. (R) 5.10 Songs of 
Praise. 5.45 Howto Holiday Better. New 
series. Cherry Healey and Ade Adepitan 
find the perfect holiday for members of 
the public. 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. Anita Rani visits a 
groundbreaking project in 
Northamptonshire to incorporate 
wildlife conservation into a retail 
park. John Craven visits a micro¬ 
tannery and goes in search of an 
elusive butterfly, Adam Henson 
finds out about an insect farm in 
Cumbria, and Tom Heap reports 
on homelessness in rural areas. 
8.00 Fake or Fortune? Fiona Bruce and 
art expert Philip Mould visit a B&B 
in Aberdeenshire to pick up where 
the owner’s late husband left off in 
proving that a painting is the work 
of 19th-century French artist Paul 
Delaroche. A visit to the British 
museum raises evidence that this 
could be a lost treasure once 
belonging to France’s last king and 
queen, and they head for 
Normandy to inspect a stained 
glass window in the image of a 
lost Delaroche painting - but they 
also begin to suspect it is a copy, 
rather than the original. (R) 

9.00 Poldark. Ross assembles a band 
of allies to free Dwight from 
prison. However, the rescue 
mission proves to have fatal 
consequences. George schemes 
to further his political ambitions. 
10.00BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30Sue Barker: Our Wimbledon. The 
presenter travels the globe 
meeting Wimbledon greats such 
as Andy Murray, Roger Federer, 
Pete Sampras, Billie Jean King and 
Martina Navratilova. (R) 

11.45 The Week the Landlords Moved 
In. A transformative series 
challenging some of Britain’s most 
successful landlords to spend an 
eye-opening week living in one of 
their own rental properties. (R) 

12.45 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.50 BBC News. 


6.00 Secrets of the Mona Lisa. (R) 7.00 
A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 7.45 The 
Instant Gardener. (R) 8.30 Countryfile. 
(R) 9.30 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 
11.00 Nigel Slater: Eating Together. (R) 

11.30 Hairy Bikers’ Best of British. (R) 

12.15 Athletics: London Anniversary 
Games. Gabby Logan presents coverage 
from The Olympic Stadium in London. 

1.15 Film: The Great Caruso. (1951) 
Musical biopic of opera singer Enrico 
Caruso, starring Mario Lanza. 3.00 Killer 
Whales: Beneath the Surface - Natural 
World. (R) 3.45 Money for Nothing. (R) 

4.30 Rowing World Cup. 5.30 Flog It! 

(R) 

6.00 The Fifteen Billion Pound 

Railway: The Final Countdown. 

Part two of two. Engineers must 
construct and fit out a new station 
at Paddington, while a father and 
son team in Derby race to 
construct 66 trains for the 
Crossrail project. (R) 

7.00 Dragons’Den. Entrepreneurs 
pitch their money-making ideas to 
a panel of self-made millionaires. 
Presented by Evan Davis. (R) 

8.00 The Life Swap Adventure. A 
Norwegian farmer who is tiring of 
his demanding life swaps places 
with a taxi driver from Devon who 
wants to run a farm, but fears the 
financial instability. Last in the 
series. 

9.00 Film: Foxcatcher. (2014) 

Premiere. A reclusive, eccentric 
millionaire persuades an Olympic 
gold-medal-winning wrestler to 
join his personal team. Initially 
flattered by the attention lavished 
upon him by his wealthy new 
friend, the fighter flourishes - but 
tension soon grows between them 
when his brother is employed as a 
coach, a situation that leads to 
tragedy. Fact-based drama, 
starring Steve Carell, Channing 
Tatum and Mark Ruffalo. 

11.05 White Gold. In a bid to get back 
everything he has lost, his 
marriage, his livelihood and self- 
worth, Vincent concocts a 
spectacular plot to return to his 
rightful place. Last in the series. 
(R) 

11.35 Film: The Goob. (2014) Premiere. 
A teenager develops a tense 
relationship with his mother’s new 
boyfriend and becomes attracted 
to a worker in a pumpkin field. 
Drama, with Liam Walpole. 

1.00 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 2.00 
Holby City. (R) 3.00 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Super4. (R) 7.20 
Marvel Avengers Assemble. (R) 7.45 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.10 Ben 10. 
8.25 1 TV News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 
Wild Animal Reunions. (R) 10.15 Judge 
Rinder. (R) 11.15 Love Your Garden. (R) 

12.15 I TV News. 12.25 Babushka. (R) 

1.30 The Voice Kids. (R) 3.00 Bear Grylls 
Survival School. (R) 3.30 Film: 
Moonraker. (1979) James Bond spy 
adventure, starring Roger Moore. 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 The Celebrity Chase. Bradley 
Walsh presents as celebrity 
contestants Todd Carty, Jo Pavey, 
Saira Khan and Dominic Holland 
pit their wits against ruthless quiz 
genius the Chaser in the hope of 
winning a potential prize pot worth 
thousands of pounds. They must 
work as a team and play 
strategically to answer general 
knowledge questions against the 
clock and race down the game 
board to the exit without being 
caught. 

7.30 The Voice Kids. Emma Willis 
presents the junior version of the 
singing talent contest, as the battle 
phase continues. Coaches 
Will.i.am, Danny Jones and Pixie 
Lott must decide which 
performers out of the remaining 
trios will be chosen to go through 
to the semi-final. 

9.00 The Loch. Annie finds murder 
weapons used by the killer and 
tracks the culprit down, leading to 
a dangerous confrontation in the 
dark corridors of the local hydro¬ 
electric dam. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Lethal Weapon. Riggs makes a 
shocking discovery about 
Miranda’s death, which leads him 
back to the cartel in a frantic 
search for answers. Clayne 
Crawford and Kevin Rahm star. (R) 
11.20Take Me Out. Men try to impress 
30 single women and win a date - 
but must get the female 
participants to keep their lights on 
as a sign of approval. (R) 

12.25 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 

3.50 British Superbike Championship 
Highlights. 4.40 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.10 The King of Queens. (R) 6.35 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.55 Frasier. (R) 
8.25 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Eat the Week. 

I. 30 The Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.25 George Clarke’s 
Amazing Spaces. (R) 3.10 A Place in 
the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 4.10 Homes by 
the Sea. 5.15 Channel 4 News. 5.45 
Formula 1 Austrian Grand Prix 
Highlights. 

8.00 Secrets of China’s Forbidden 
City. Documentary exploring the 
Beijing palace that housed Chinese 
emperors for 600 years. The 
programme reveals the current 
conservation work being carried 
out and uncovers new details 
about past rulers, including trade 
with Europe and how a marble 
staircase was transported along an 
ice road. A scale model is used to 
demonstrate how the structure 
was built to withstand 
earthquakes. 

9.00 The Handmaid’s Tale. Offred 
remembers her family’s escape 
attempt, leading to a shocking 
revelation about her life before the 
Gilead regime that gives her a new 
perspective on her current 
situation. 

10.00 Epidemic: When Britain Fought 
Aids. The impact of the disease on 
British society, featuring personal 
stories from activists, doctors, and 
those whose lives were affected, 
including Paul O’Grady and Jean 
Paul Gaultier. 

10.558 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Jimmy Carr hosts, with Sean Lock 
and Stephen Mangan taking on 
guest captain Richard Ayoade and 
Katherine Ryan, and Bill Bailey in 
Dictionary Corner. (R) 

II. 55 Film: This Means War. (2012) 

Two secret agents fall in love with 
the same woman and use their 
talents to sabotage each other’s 
chances of romance. Comedy, 
with Reese Witherspoon, Chris 
Pine and Tom Hardy. 

1.45 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
A failing New York restaurant. (R) 2.35 
The Last Leg. A comic review of the past 
seven days. (R) 3.30 KOTV Boxing 
Weekly. 3.55 Gillette World Sport. 4.25 
Shipping Wars UK. Stu and Jemma 
transport a sailing boat from Cornwall to 
North Yorkshire. (R) 5.05 Location, 
Location, Location. Helping prospective 
buyers in Oxfordshire. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Milkshake! Monkey. 
6.05 Milkshake! Bop Box. (R) 6.10 Mr 
Men. (R) 6.20 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.25 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 6.30 Wissper. (R) 6.40 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 6.50 Bob the Builder. (R) 7.00 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.15 Oily the Little 
White Van. (R) 7.20 Oily the Little White 
Van. (R) 7.25 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.40 Blaze 
and the Monster Machines. 8.00 Noddy: 
Toyland Detective. (R) 8.20 Wissper. (R) 

8.30 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 

8.45 Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.10 Little 
Princess. (R) 9.20 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.30 
Peppa Pig. (R) 9.40 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.50 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 

10.00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 
10.35 Access. (R) 10.40 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 11.40 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.40 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.35 Film: The 
Flintstones. (1994) 3.15 Inside Windsor 
Castle. (R) 4.15 Inside Windsor Castle. 
(R) 5.15 Inside Windsor Castle. (R) 

6.10 Inside Windsor Castle. A look at 
20 years in the life of the Queen 
and her family, covering the era 
from 1972, when she celebrated 
her 25th wedding anniversary, to 
1992. Last in the series. (R) 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v South 
Africa. Highlights of the fourth 
day’s play in the First Test of the 
four-match series, which took 
place at Lord’s. 

7.55 5 News Weekend. 

8.00 That’s So 1990. Memories of the 
year Italy hosted the World Cup, 
prime minister Mrs Thatcher 
handed over the reins to John 
Major and fears of the spread of 
BSE - so-called mad cow disease 
-grew. (R) 

9.00 Big Brother. Daily round-up of 
highlights, featuring the latest 
tasks, games, arguments, laughs, 
diary room visits and bedroom 
chit-chat. 

10.05 OMG: Make Me a Famous Face. 

People undergoing cosmetic 
surgery to look like celebrities, 
including Katie Price, Kim 
Kardashian and Zayn Malik. Plus, a 
man who wants to look like a Ken 
doll. 

11.05 Film: The Bounty Hunter. (2010) 

A bail enforcement agent is 
assigned to track down his own 
ex-wife, a reporter who is 
investigating a murder cover-up. 
Action comedy, starring Gerard 
Butler and Jennifer Aniston. 

1.10 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Hotel 
Inspector. (R) 4.00 Britain’s Greatest 
Bridges. (R) 4.50 Great Artists. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Royal Ballet: Woolf Works 9.00 
Horizon: Space Volcanoes 10.00 The Sky 
at Night 10.30 Destination Titan 11.30 
The Search for Life: The Drake Equation 

12.30 Nature’s Great Events 1.30 The 
Royal Ballet: Woolf Works 3.30 Close 
ITV2 

11.50 The Voice Kids 1.20 Ninja Warrior 
UK 2.20 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 2.55 
Film: The Smurfs (2011) 3.55 FYI Daily 
4.00 Film: The Smurfs (2011) 5.00 Film: 
St Trinian’s 2: The Legend of Fritton’s 
Gold (2009) 6.00 FYI Daily 6.05 Film: St 
Trinian’s 2: The Legend of Fritton’s Gold 
(2009) 7.10 Film: Gravity (2013) 8.15 
FYI Daily 8.20 Film: Gravity (2013) 9.00 
Love Island 10.00 Love Island: Aftersun 
11.05 Family Guy 12.30 American Dad! 

I. 25 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 1.55 Planet’s Funniest Animals 
2.15 Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

II. 15 The Darling Buds of May 12.30 
The Casebook of Sherlock Holmes 2.50 
Wycliffe 3.55 Foyle’s War 6.00 Doc 
Martin 8.00 The Booze Cruise 2: The 
Treasure Hunt 10.00 Law & Order: UK 
12.00 Wire in the Blood 3.30 May the 
Best House Win 5.10 Rising Damp 5.35 
ITV3 Nightscreen 

ITV4 

4.30 Pawn Stars 5.00 Monster Carp 6.00 
Fierce 7.00 Tour de France Highlights 
8.00 Road Racing Series 9.00 Film: 

Jaws (1975) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film: 
Jaws (1975) 11.40 Film: Renegades 
(1989) 12.40 FYI Daily 12.45 Film: 
Renegades (1989) 1.45 Tour de France 
Highlights 2.40 Football Rivalries 2.50 
ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

11.00 Binky & JP’s Baby: Born in Chelsea 
12.00 New Girl 1.00 Kevin Can Wait 1.30 
The Big Bang Theory 6.00 Film: 101 
Dalmatians (1996) 8.00 The Crystal 
Maze: Celebrity Special 9.00 Film: The 
Inbetweeners 2 (2014) 11.00 The 
Inbetweeners 12.05 Rude Tube 1.05 
Tattoo Fixers 2.10 8 Out of 10 Cats 2.55 
Gogglebox 3.45 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 The Great St Trinian’s Train 
Robbery (1966) 1.00 The Phantom 
(1996) 3.00 Ever After: A Cinderella Story 
(1998) 5.20 A Thousand Words (2012) 

7.15 Europa Report (2013) 9.00 Dawn of 
the Planet of the Apes (2014) Sci-fi 
thriller sequel, starring Andy Serkis. 

11.45 The Quiet Ones (2014) Horror, 
starring Jared Harris. 1.45 To the Wonder 
(2012) 4.00 Close 


THE KNIGHTS QUEST 
LEADING ENTERTAINMENT 



FRIDAY 7 th JULY 

TYLER JON 

Great Evening with a 
Great Entertainer Plus 
Disco 



FRIDAY 14 th JULY 

ALEX PLUS DISCO 

Fabulous Young Song 
Bird Followed by 
DJ Ben! 


mi 


FRIDAY 21 st JULY 
SEAN HAVEN 
MALE VOCALIST 

Performing Songs from the 70s 
to Present Day including all 
those Boy Band Classics 



FRIDAY 28 th JULY 

TORIA PHILLIPS 

A Night not to be missed. 
Fantastic Female Vocalist 
Singing all the Classics Old 
and New. 
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SATURDAY 8TH JULY 
IN THE AIR TONIGHT 
Phil Collins Tribute 

Keith Dee brings to life one of 
Britain's finest oinger/Song- 
writers in a highly entertaining 
tribute show 



SATURDAY 15™ JULY 

PINK TRIBUTE 

Awesome Tribute 
from Stacey Green 
plus DJ BEN 



SATURDAY 22 nd JULY 
ARIANA GRANDE 
TRIBUTE 

Fantastic Tribute to today's 
Hottest Star plus DJ BEN 


SATURDAY 29™ JULY 

BEN CLARIDGE 
'JUST BEN' 

Ben Claridge's First Proper 
Gig here....Get Here Early! 


mM mim 


This voucher entitles 1 person 
Free Entry - T&C's apply. 


SATURDAY! 


[MfeG© '□©am 


■ V This voucher entitles 1 free drink 
before 1 Opm. T&C's apply. 


THE KNIGHTS QUEST 



THUR 06.07.17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 

FRI 07.07.17 
THE TYLER JON SHOW 

SAT 08.07.17 
PHIL COLLINS TRIBUTE 

SUN 09.07.17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 

MON 10.07.17 
BENS DISCO & KARAOKE 

TUE 11.07.17 
PREDATORS KARAOKE 

WED 12.07.17 
CHAD WHITE 


THUR 13.07.17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


DAILY CARVERY^ 

£ 3.45 


We also serve 

GREAT STEAK & GRILL DEALS 








SUNDAY 

CARVERY 

£4.95 


■ »t ^ 

■ h 


High Street, Blackheath 

Tel: 0121 561 5599 


| MON-THURS : 12.00-2.30PM, 6-8PM | FRI-SAT 12.00-2.30PM ^ -CW 

Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 

We serve until lam on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, lam Thursday, until late Friday & Saturday DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Truth and Lies, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

Two former best friends and current enemies suspect 
each other of sending anonymous messages that 
threaten to expose their secrets. However, when they 
realise neither are behind it, the teenagers team up to 
investigate the source. Thriller, starring Dina Meyer, 
Emily Tennant and Keenan Tracey. (2015) 

TUESDAY 

Abducting Zoe, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A detective tries to help a sixteen-year-old in the 
search for her kidnapped baby. Crime drama, starring 
Sammi Hanratty and Andrea Bowen. (2014) 

WEDNESDAY 

Rags to Riches: Ultimate Life, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

Jason Stevens is busy running his grandfather’s 
foundation, while also having to fend off lawsuits from 
his extended family and lament a fleeing lover. When 
an inherited journal magically sends him back to 
1941, it provides an unparalleled opportunity for him 
to witness the true rags-to-riches story of his late 
grandfather. Drama, starring Logan Bartholomew and 
Peter Fonda. (2013) 



THURSDAY 

Stranger in an Amish Town, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A penniless stranger and his son turn up on the 
doorstep of three Amish sisters, who offer him a place 
to stay and a job as a handyman. The women’s police 
officer niece is suspicious of the new arrival and tries 
to find out where he has come from. Romantic 
mystery based on Serena B Miller’s novel Love Finds 
You in Sugarcreek, Ohio, starring Sarah Lancaster, 
Tom Everett Scott and Kelly McGillis. (2014) 

FRIDAY 

Blades of Glory, BBC1,11.05pm 

A bad-boy figure skater and his effeminate arch¬ 
enemy are banned from the sport after their intense 
rivalry results in a brawl. However, the pair find a 
loophole in the regulations allowing them to enter the 
world championships as the first ever same-sex pair - 
if they can put aside their differences long enough to 
compete. Comedy, starring Will Ferrell. (2007) 


New drama series is hoping 
to be a novel success 


Y ou can’t beat a good drama - 
and it seems that the rest of 
the world agrees. 

They form the core of pretty much 
all TV schedules, and we never 
seem to get tired of them. And every 
now and then, a very special one 
comes along that makes us sit up 
and take notice. 

In the Dark may be one of those. 
It’s a four-part series adapted by 
Danny Brocklehurst (whose 
previous projects include Ordinary 
Lies, Clocking Off and The Driver) 
from Mark Billingham’s best-selling 
novels, his first books not to include 
the hugely popular Tom Thorne 
series. 

Instead, the action focuses on the 
engaging but complex female 
detective Helen Weeks, who will 
tackle two cases. 

“I am hugely thrilled that my 
stories are to be adapted for the 
screen and could not be more 
excited that it will be made by the 
BBC,” says Billingham, who is 
currently preparing for his annual 
trip to the Theakston Old Peculier 


Crime Writing Festival in Harrogate. 
“The journey from page to screen 
can often be tricky for authors, but 
with the amazing BBC Drama North 
team at the helm, it’s one I cannot 
wait to embark on. 

“I’m delighted to be making a 
show with BBC Drama North and 
thrilled we are setting the show in 
my home town of Manchester and 
making the city an integral part of 
the drama.” 

Brocklehurst is equally pleased to 
be involved in the project: “For me, 
crime drama is only interesting 
when it is told through character 
and in Helen Weeks, Mark has 
created a brilliant central character: 
a ballsy, funny, outspoken police 
woman who finds herself on the 
cusp of motherhood and has to 
grudgingly accept the vulnerability 
that brings to her. 

“The key theme of the drama - 
how well do we really know those 
closest to us? - is a theme I find 
endlessly fascinating, and the fact 
that Helen’s own life has secrets 
and duplicity makes the drama all 
the more interesting.” 


MyAnna Buring is the actress 
entrusted with bringing Helen Martin 
to life. 

“What interested me was Danny 
Brocklehurst’s writing and working 
with (head of BBC Drama North and 
executive producer) Hilary Martin,” 
explains Buring. “I have such respect 
for their work and the way they 
conduct it. They have developed a 
great story and have now brought in 
a brilliant production and creative 
team, directors, and cast.” 

When we first meet Helen she is 
heavily pregnant, in fact, she’s just 
two weeks away from giving birth. 

She’s nervous about her 
impending motherhood, and feels 
compelled to return to her rural 
home town of Polesford in 
Derbyshire with her partner, Paul, 
who is also a detective. She’s soon 
embroiled in an abduction case and 
the chief suspect turns out to be the 
husband of Helen’s childhood best 
friend Linda, who finds herself at the 
centre of a media storm. 

But have the local police got the 
right man? 



MyAnna Buring stars, In the Dark, Tuesday, BBC1,9pm 




MONDAY 

How to Retire at 40 
Channel 4, 8.30pm 

As the slightly misleading title suggests, Anna 
Richardson chats to folks who have found clever or 
offbeat ways to retire early. They include Barney, a 
former accountant who retired at 43. So, not really 
40 then. However, he will be sharing his tips for 
quilting the rate race early. Also featured are friends 
who found a new way to buy property for less; the 
man who’s made a packet sending spuds through 
the post, and a family who insist on only spending 
money two days a week (though it’s anyone’s guess 
how much cash they spend on those days). 
Cameras also follow Pippa, who has made over 
£3million in two years; Sophie Morgan meets trend- 
spotters, and there are tips on how to get restaurant 
quality meals for a fraction of the price. Plus, Rhik 
Samadder meets more of the UK’s leading 
supersavers. 

TUESDAY 

Tried and Tasted: The Ultimate Shopping List 
Channel 4, 8pm 

Chef Michel Roux Jr and a panel of food experts 
blind taste-test some of the nation’s favourite food 
and drink. Joining the host is restaurant manager 
and First Dates’ Fred Sirieix, journalist, broadcaster 



BBC Proms 2017, Friday, BBC2, 9pm 


mannered, sensitive 
couple due to their 
appearance - they were 
immersed in the goth 
culture. This moving and 
disturbing drama has 
been made in close 
^ , collaboration with 
_ m , Sophie’s family, 

* 4 Robert and the 
X * '• police, and 
^ i ' examines exactly 
what happened. 


and critic Jay Rayner, baker and deli owner Stacie 
Stewart, and TV presenter and foodie mum Lucy 
Alexander. The panel this week choose between 
four different brands of steak and ale pie, houmous 
and sauvignon blanc - the UK’s most popular wine. 


WEDNESDAY 
Love Your Garden 
ITV, 8pm 

At Chandlers Ford near Eastleigh in 
Hampshire, Alan Titchmarsh and the team 
attempt to transform a neglected suburban 
back garden into a woodland-style retreat. 
The Richardson family, who own the 
residence, are facing a very difficult future. 
Following some challenging years, dad 
Jason has been taken off the heart and 
kidney transplant list. The father of two 
survives by means of a heavy portable 
external machine which keeps his heart 
working and thrice-weekly kidney dialysis 
sessions. As a result, the family are tied to 
their home and are in need of an outdoor 
space which can become a retreat. Step 
forward Alan, David Domoney, Francis 
Tophill and Katie Rushworth, who battle , 
terrible rain to make the Richardsons’ 
dream a reality. 


THURSDAY 


Murdered for Being Different 
BBC1, 10.45pm 

In the early hours of August 11,2007, 20-year-old 
Sophie Lancaster and her boyfriend of three years, 
Robert Maltby, were attacked by a gang of youths 
while walking through a park near 
their homes in Bacup, Lancashire. 
It was an unprovoked assault, 
initially on Robert who was 
knocked unconscious. While 
cradling his head, Sophie 
was kicked and died later in 


hospital. Those responsible 
had tormented the mild- 


It also follows the story of a witness who felt 
compelled to come forward and stand up for what 
he believed was right. 

FRIDAY 

World Para Athletics Championships London 
2017 

Channel 4, 7.30pm 

Ade Adepitan, Sophie Morgan and Lee McKenzie 
introduce coverage of the evening session on day 
one of the Championships, taking place at The 
London Stadium in Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park. 
The men’s T12 100m is due to get under way this 
evening, with five heats in the first round due to get 
the action under way on the track, and later they 
will be followed by several heats in the men’s T28 
800m and the women’s T47 200m. Several finals 
are also scheduled to take place, with gold medals 
awarded in the men’s F46 javelin and T54 100m, as 
well as the women’s T34 100m and T15 1500m. 

BBC Proms 2017 
BBC2, 9pm 

The nation’s spirit might have been beaten down by 
recent events, but one annual event you can always 
rely on to stir the blood and boost the morale is the 
Proms, and the 2017 edition promises to be more 
special than ever. 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


‘Z? Telephone 0121 5599985 IB facebook 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


HENLEY 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Independently Family Owned and Run 
Business Proudly Serving Families 
And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Private Family Rooms - Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 
Pre Planned Funerals 

CALL FREE ON 0800 05 665 64 
EtmJyHouse, WarleyRoad, Oldbury 



Volks Auto’s 


MOT’s & Repairs 
from £30 

+ FREE RETEST 

0121557 4085 


Volk’s autos, 

63a Great Bridge Street, 
B700DA 






c&t 


Doors & Windows Ltd 
ijT el; 01 902 842706 / 07759 536818 
& www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
Email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 




Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY I Bj-Fold n a E?Rnnrc 

3 mtr x 3 mtr I Doors Patio Doors 

From £4500 I From £999 From £649 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 
Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


CLUTCHES UD S* 


Fully Qualified, Technicians, MOT’S, 
Maintenance, Servicing & Repairs to all 
makes of vehicles. Clutch Repairs 

Competitive Reliable. All work guaranteed 
Tyres, Brakes & Exhausts [aa 

VOLK'S AUTO'S 63A Great Bridge Street JL 

2 minutes from our old address 

0121 553 5914 / 0121 572 1253 


Saturday 29th July 


5 Year Anniversary at Jubilee Fires 

✓ 5% Off Everything 

✓ 5% Off Standard Fitting 

✓ £5 Only Delivery 

Celebrate with us while viewing our 
complete range of Gas & Electric Fires 

JUBILEE FIREPLACES LIMITED 

HIGH ST, PRINCES END, TIPTON DY4 9JF 


www.jubileefires.oo.uk 0121 557 3111 
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Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


D 

2 

L 

3 

H 

4 

Y 

5 

J 

6 

Q 

7 

1 

8 

E 

9 

T 

10 

p 

B 

12 

N 

13 

X 

14 

M 

15 

w 

16 

z 

17 

o 

18 

A 

19 

c 

20 

u 

21 

G 

22 

F 

23 

K 

24 

s 

25 

V 

26 
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2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

L 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

A 

25 

13 

26 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. A teacher has to 
look after a genius 
(6,4) 

7. Distance to 
measure right 
inside (5) 

8. Puts on something 
saucy? (7) 

10. Good stroke for a 
cricketer, but not a 
golfer (3-5) 

11. A girl to avoid (4) 

13. Properly dressed 

soldiers are (2,4) 

15. He provides a 
new setting for the 
doctor (6) 

17. Terrible ruler of vain 
disposition (4) 

18. Vendors, possibly 
nameless (8) 

21. Being agreeable, 
but saying nothing 
(7) 

22. Excel, but not in a 
party (5) 

23. It necessitates a lot 
of extra work in the 
theatre (5,5) 


Down 

1. It’s an idea if Tom 
comes up first (5) 

2. Guiding line about 
two similar points 
( 8 ) 

3. A plant useful in 
salads may be 
envied (6) 

4. Suitable start for the 
hunting season (4) 

5. Possibly retains, 
though being less 
agreeable (7) 

6. I’m taking the 
attitude that it’s 
rather a burden (10) 

9. Light that goes up 
and down (4,6) 

12. Bet a long striding 
gait is natural to it 
( 8 ) 

14. Hero worshipper (7) 

16. Rushes into boats 

( 6 ) 

19. Capital wear for a 
bishop (5) 

20. Surveyor’s opinion 
(4) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

1. Abeyance (10) 

1. Rage (5) 

7. Fragrance (5) 

2. Horse (8) 

8. Commerce (7) 

3. Ensnare (6) 

10. Conversant (8) 

4. Smack (4) 

11. Daybreak (4) 

5. Casual (7) 

13. Sadness (6) 

6. Dozing (4-6) 

15. Centre (6) 

9. About (10) 

17. Besides (4) 

12. Retire (8) 

18. Collect (6,2) 

1 4. Lay by (7) 

21. Bit (7) 

16. Initiate (6) 

22. Got up (5) 

19. Hazardous (5) 

23. Go first (4,3,3) 

20. Benevolent (4) 
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5 



4 

8 
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1 
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5 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 6 Redcoat; 7 Clout; 9 Ark; 

10 Intricate; 12 Making money; 15 Amateur team; 
17 Eagle-eyed; 19 End; 21 Class; 

22 Give out. Down: 1 Wears; 2 Ice; 3 Pain; 

4 Electoral; 5 Aunties; 8 Aright; 11 Faithless; 

13 Inures; 14Amiable; 16 Undue; 18 Erie; 

20 Pea. 

QUICK - Across: 6 Precede; 7 Humid; 9 Gap; 

10 Recumbent; 12 Dissimulate; 15 Penetrating; 
17 Contender; 19 Old; 21 Decoy; 22 Against. 
Down: 1 Break; 2 Act; 3 Idle; 4 Turbulent; 

5 Dignity; 8 Summit; 11 Direction; 13 Strong; 

14 Recover; 16 Clasp; 18 Edge; 20 Hit. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. Of what is Soweto a contraction? 

2. Where did Norwegian Liv Arnesen become 
the first woman to reach alone? 

3. Which scavenger may be brown, striped or 
spotted? 

4. What nationality was General Blucher, 
Wellington’s ally at Waterloo? 

5. Which Monty Python star wrote the novel 
Hemingway’s Chair? 


6. With which art form is ‘Grandma’ Moses 
associated? 

7. Of which city is Spandau a suburb? 

8. With which art form is the American Virgil 
Thomson associated? 

9. What would someone with dysphagia have 
difficulty doing? 

10. In which country is the Ruahine mountain 
range? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Henry Fielding; 2 The brain; 3 Fanny 
Cradock; 4 Denmark; 5 Footpad; 6 Australia; 
7 Nebula; 8 James I; 9 John Osborne; 

10 Inverness. 

Niner: ORGANISED 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

6284237 gives a bird, 

454 gives a second bird, 

189 gives a winged creature. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Express & Star 

FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 




FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 


Contact Tracey Thompson 

on 01902 319645 or email 

tracey.thompson(a)expressandstar.co.uk 
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it's pure genius Bar none 



IF the West Midlands were to hand out 
a lifetime achievement award, a Godlike 
Genius Award or a most-influential 
restaurateur gong, there would be only one 
winner: Andreas Antona. 

For all of the Michelin stars that Birmingham and 
Ludlow have garnered over the past 20 years, for all 
of the improved standing that the region has enjoyed, 
Andreas has maintained his position at the forefront. 
He’s had a star for longer than anyone else, he’s 
employed and influenced more cooks and his imprint 
on the region’s dining scene has become indelible. 

Andreas was a mentor to some of the region’s 
biggest and best chefs - the likes of fellow Michelin- 
star holders Luke Tipping of Simpsons and Glynn 
Purnell of Purnell’s, not forgetting the multi-award¬ 
winning Andy Waters, of Waters Restaurant. 

MEMORABLE 

He’s created a number of truly memorable 
restaurants during his many years in the region, most 
notably Simpsons, which he created in Kenilworth in 
1993 then relocated to Edgbaston, and The Cross, 
at Kenilworth. More recently, he has collaborated 
with Paul Halsey, from Purity Brewing Co, to create 
Purecraft Bar and Kitchen, which has branches in 
Birmingham and Nottingham. And, as you’d expect, the 
food is absolutely stunning. 

And yet Pure Bar is about much more than just great 
nosh. It celebrates the remarkable rise of craft beers, 
which have become ubiquitous in fashionable towns 
and cities across the UK. 

Pure Bar is at the vanguard of that new wave of 
craft ales. Its mission is to create new beer fans. 

And it believes that matching great food and beer in 
an interesting atmosphere is the key to pleasurable 


evenings. The Birmingham branch opened in March 

2014 and has exceeded expectation. It won the Great 
British Pub Awards National Award for Best Beer Pub in 

2015 - the industry’s Oscar equivalent - and remains at 
the cutting edge of great beer and food. 

Andreas and Halsey are partnered by logistics and 
service man, Martin Hilton, a former director with 
Mitchells & Butler, to make their operation tick. Hashtag 
#DreamTeam. Pure Bar is about more than just great 
food and drink, however. It’s a great environment in 
which to socialise and relax. Located at the far end of 


Colmore Row, it’s a short distance from the Town Hall, 
Symphony Hall and financial district. That means there’s 
a constant buzz, day and night. On weekdays, it’s full of 
city types and evenings with couples, friends and others 
and at weekends there’s a different crowd, filling the 
venue with good vibes. 

I visited for a midweek lunch and enjoyed a dining 
experience where food and service were both of the 
highest standard. The menu is a triumph. Though 
Antona made his name by inspiring a generation of 
Michelin-star chefs to cook the best fine dining in the 


West Midlands, Pure Bar is all about the simple things 
in life. So delicious fish and chips is served along with 
steak and fries, sausage rolls, Black Country pork pies 
and free range pickled eggs. Nothing could be cooler. 
Except, of course, under Antona’s brilliant gaze, the 
humble beef patty is elevated into a new realm. There 
are sharing boards of great cheese and charcuterie and 
the suppliers are the best in the region. 

With flavoursome dishes, brilliant craft ales and 
polished service, it’s pure enjoyment. 

ANDY RICHARDSON 


Star^Travel « 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, 
Walsall, Wolverhampton and West Bromwich* 

‘Please note: Not all pick up points are available on all breaks. 


Your Chronicle 


CHRISTMAS AT 
KEW GARDENS 

and London 

Saturday departures, 

2 & 16 December 2017 

See Kew’s winter landscape at night 
as an enchanting Illuminated Trail of 
music and lights leads you round the 
Gardens as you have never seen 
them before... 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel 
within 30 miles of central London with full 
English breakfast 

✓ Timed admission ticket to the Kew 
Gardens Illuminated Trail 

✓ Free shopping time in central London on 
Sunday 



2 days, by coach 


Only £129 


•95pp 


Quote Code: AM J467 



View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 

Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 



Departing Saturday 2 December 2017 

Get your comfy shoes on for this festive duet of a 
Yorkshire town turned temporarily Victorian, and the 
up-to-the-minute appeal of Manchester city centre and 
its chalet-style European Christmas markets. 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star North West area 
hotel with 3-course dinner and full English 
breakfast 

✓ Visit to Grassington Dickensian Festival 

✓ Visit to Manchester’s Christmas markets 

2 days, by coach 
only £ 119 - 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information AIAA^ OAA1CC 
or to book, please call: U l9V£ loO 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTAV4782. 0me 9 aH °is @omegaHois omegaHois 


0 


in association with 


GRASSINGTON 
DICKENSIAN FESTIVAL 

& Manchester’s Christmas Markets 

MmMMmLX 


Quote Code: LCX838 



BATH 
CHRISTMAS MARKET 

& Blenheim Palace 



Departing Saturday 9 December 2017 

Two firm favourites in one festive feast of a weekend! 
Blenheim Palace wearing its sparkly Christmas mantle, 
and the magnificent city of Bath all decked out in full 
seasonal glory. 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Reading/Wiltshire 
area hotel with 3-course dinner and full English 
breakfast 

✓ Visit, including admission (value £24.90), to 
Blenheim Palace 

✓ Visit to Bath Christmas Market 

2 days, by coach 
only £129 — 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Four-bedroomed 
detached home in 
a great location 

Having a block viewing this Saturday, this superb 
four-bedroomed detached house in Poplar 
Rise, Oldbury, is in a great location near public 
transport links, local amenities, convenience 
stores, shops, infant and junior schools as well as 
the M5 motorway link. 

It is for sale through Love Your Postcode at 
£279,950. 

People interested in the block viewing event this 
Saturday, July 8, are being invited to contact the 
agents to register. 

Described by the selling agents as “spacious, 
modern and in a wonderful location”, number 44 
Poplar Rise includes a driveway for multiple vehicles 
and a garage. 

Its accommodation briefly comprises a tiled 
entrance hallway and a spacious open plan living/ 
dining room which has plenty of natural light from 
dual aspects and with French doors to the rear 
garden. 

On the same floor, the modern fitted kitchen/diner 
has an integrated cooker oven/hob, titled flooring and 
an array of both floor-based and wall-mounted units. 

Additionally, the kitchen also provides access to 
the garage. A guest WC completes the ground floor 
accommodation. 

To the first floor is a large master bedroom with an 
en-suite, two further double bedrooms and a fourth 
larger than average single bedroom and a family 
bathroom. 

In more detail this highly attractive and modern and 
very well-presented property is tastefully decorated 
throughout in neutral shades. 

The smartly manicured rear garden has both lawn 
and block paving areas which is “perfect for the 
kids on a hot summer’s day,” added the company 
spokesman. 

Love Your Postcode are a next-generation property 
sales and lettings business with traditional values. A 
spokesman claimed the development of technology, 
and values/ideas has fundamentally disrupted the 
existing model by giving the customer everything 
they have been asking for at a fraction of the cost. 




LOVE YOUR' 
POSTCODE 

focus on achieving more 

Book your free valuation on 

0800 862 0870 



loveyourpostcode.com 


The refreshingly distinctive 
face of modern estate agency 
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Plot 94 - a stylish new home featuring: 


Garage 

and 

parking 


3 spacious 
bedrooms 


A home with 
space to grow 


towards legal fees 
& flooring throughout' 


at Harvills Grange 


From just £182,950 

or £146,360 with a Help to Buy: Equity loan 


-m 

XZT 


0 

Bathroom, 

Kitchen 

Large 

en-suite & 

with Bosch 

living 

cloakroom 

appliances 

room 



Backed by 
HM Government 



Harvills Grange West Bromwich B70 OEQ 

Call: 01215 148 239 


Open 

Thurs to Sun 10am - 5pm, 
Mon 11am - 5pm 


@lovell_uk E3 /lovellhomes 

lovellnewhomes.co.uk 


LOVELL 

HOMES 


*Help to Buy: Equity Loan. Move in with just a 5% deposit and 75% mortgage. Those looking to buy with Help to Buy require a 5% deposit as the government will provide up to 20% of the value of the property in an equity loan, allowing buyers to access mortgages of up to the remaining 75%. The equity loan 
is interest free for the first five years, and can be repaid at any time or when you sell your home. Scheme available on selected properties in England, on homes up to £600,000. Lovell cannot advise you on a mortgage. YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR 
MORTGAGE OR ANY DEBT SECURED ON IT. “Valid on reservations made until 31st July 2017 and must be presented at point of reservation and noted on your reservation form. Offer not applicable to existing reservations, cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer, and may be withdrawn at any time. 
Legal fees contribution paid by allowance made on legal completion, and only available when using Lovell’s recommended IFAs and solicitors. Subject to terms and conditions. Please ask for further details. Information correct at time of going to print. 


outst(U\Axj^ia 1 

3 BEDROOM HOMES 

Discover the extraordinary difference in our sought-after 
Langley home at Park View from only £184,995. See our unrivalled 
specification and imagine the lifestyle you can have with the 
Kier way of living. These homes are in high demand, reserve yours now 

2 and 3 bedroom homes from just £150,995 or 
with Help to Buy £120,796* 


WHERE UNRIVALLED LIVING BEGINS 


PARK VIEW 

off Claypit Lane, West Bromwich B70 9UJ 

DISCOVER • EXPERIENCE • JOIN US 

SHOWHOME OPEN: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm 
TELEPHONE: 0845 652 2471 T or 07773 067 988 
EMAIL: kph.parkviewsales@kier.co.uk 


[Skier 


www.kierliving.co.uk 


c I 





<Ofi 


fciJ -4. 


<1 ! 

J 


H 



CGI of 3 bedroom Langley. Photographs of typical Kier showhome interiors. Elevations and finishes may vary. *Help to buy available upon request subject to terms and conditions. tCalls cost 2p per minute plus your phone company’s access char 
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House presented 
to a high standard 

WEST BROMWICH 
£174,950 


A lovely three-bedroomed semi-detached home, 
42 York Crescent, West Bromwich, is presented to 
an excellent standard throughout. 

It is for sale through Love Your Postcode at 
£174,950. It has an entrance hallway leading to a light 
and airy lounge with neutral decor, fitted carpets and 
patio doors. The kitchen/diner is a lovely setting for 
family meals and occasions. Upstairs, the master 
bedroom is a double, having an en-suite with a 
shower, WC and wash hand basin. 

The second bedroom is also a great, double size. 

It is fully carpeted and has a neutral colour scheme. 
The third and final room is of single bed size. Finally, 
a family bathroom suite completes the first floor with 
a bath, overhead shower with glass screen, WC and 
wash hand basin. 

This home also has a garage, off-road parking. 


Modern detached 
home located in 
a cul-de-sac close 
to nature reserve 


WEDNESBURY 
£189,950 »> 


Quietly positioned in a 
cul-de-sac location, this 
beautifully presented 
three-bedroomed detached 
property in Teal Grove, 
Wednesbury, lies close to a 
stunning nature reserve. 

It is for sale through Skitts at 
£189,950. The property has 
a modern design and layout. 
Its accommodation briefly 
comprises an entrance hall, a 
downstairs WC, a kitchen, a 
lounge, three bedrooms and a 
bathroom. 

To the rear of the property 
is a large south-facing mature 
private garden not overlooked 
by other properties. To the 
front is ample off-road parking 
and a garage. 

A spokesman for the selling 
agents said: “Barratt Homes 
are to pay £250 towards the 
eventual purchaser’s moving 
costs if they use preferred 
solicitors.” 


Call Love Your Postcode on 0800 862 0870. 


Call Skitts on 0121 5051818. 




■uCcteCfliDg) ©sHEdeDe? 


010 


“Staff were always very helpful, professional, efficient and always a pleasure to deal with, much 
more of a personal service than the big corporate estate agents! 

“You made the sale as stress free as it could be. You were always prompt to reply to my frequent 
emails and phone calls” 



Darby Road, 



Wednesbury 


□TP 


EPC TBC 


Contact your Local High 
Street Branch. 

inedneslxiry@sl<itts.rieC 0121 5051818 

sedgley@skitts.net 01902 686868 

lettings@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 

greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 
dudley@skitts. net 
bilston@skitts. net 
bloxwich@skitts. net 
willenhall@skitts. net 
wednesfield@skitts. net 
westbromwich@skitts.net 0121 530 4240 
wolverhampton@skitts.net 01902 788188 


01384 214 996 
01902 353578 
01922 478104 
01902 631151 
01902 732324 


Wharfedale 

Street, 

Wednesbury 


£150,000 Offers 


EPC D 
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love your Birmingham's Best Rated Estate Agents 

POj OVER 1,000 CLIENT REVIEWS ONLINE 


Oakham Road, Oldbury, B691QQ 


Poplar Rise, Oldbury, B691RD 


Lyttleton Street, West Bromwich B70 7SD Northumberland Way, Walsall, WS2 7BF 



Offers in Excess of £314,950.00 

• EXECUTIVE FOUR BEDROOM DETACHED HOME 

• EXCLUSIVE PRIVATE CUL-DE-SAC ESTATE 

• LARGE DRIVEWAY & GARAGE 

• EPC RATING: C 

Poplar Road, Smethwick, B66 4AP 


Guide Price £279,950.00 

• FOUR BEDROOM DETACHED 

• SPACIOUS THROUGH LOUNGE 

• KITCHEN / DINER 

• EPC RATING: B 

Hunters Walk, Birmingham, B23 5XP 


Guide Price £179,950.00 

• MODERN THREE STOREY TOWNHOUSE 

• GROUND WET ROOM & UTILITY AREA 

• OPEN PLAN LOUNGE/KITCHEN 

• EPC RATING: B 

Blue Stone Walk, Rowley Regis, B65 9DG 



Offers in Excess of £164,950.00 

• MODERN THREE BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• STYLISH KITCHEN & DINER 

• LOUNGE WITH GARDEN ACCESS 

• EPC RATING: C 

St Edmund Close, Dudley, DY1 4EZ 


Offers in Excess of £139,950.00 

• THREE BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• MODERN AND NEUTRAL THROUGHOUT 

• COMBINED LIVING & DINER ROOM 

• EPC RATING: C 

York Crescent, West Bromwich, B70 OJU 



Offers In Excess Of £139,950.00 

• THREE BEDROOM TERRACED HOME 

• WALKING DISTANCE OF THE HIGH STREET 

• GREAT INVESTMENT POTENTIAL 

• EPC RATING: E 

Sheridan Street, West Bromwich, B71 4EF 


Offers in Excess of £134,950.00 

• TWO BEDROOM END-OF-TERRACE HOME 

• BEAUTIFUL FRONT & REAR GARDENS 

• SPACIOUS MASTER BEDROOM 

• EPC RATING: D 

Wynn Griffith Drive, Tipton, DY4 7XU 


Offers in Excess of £124,950.00 

• THREE BEDROOM MID-TERRACED HOME 

• BRILLIANTLY MAINTAINED 

• TWO TIER GARDEN WITH LAWN & DECKING 

• EPC RATING: C 

Bodenham Road, Oldbury, B68 OSG 


Offers in Excess of £124,950.00 

• MODERN TWO BEDROOM END-OF-TERRACE 

• NEUTRALLY FINISHED THROUGHOUT 

• FITTED KITCHEN & APPLIANCES 

• EPC RATING: C 


Offers in Excess of £119,950.00 

• MODERN TWO BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• CHARMING LIVING ROOM SPACE 

• CONTEMPORARY KITCHEN DESIGN & UTILITIES 

• EPC RATING: C 



Offers in excess of £119,950.00 

• THREE BEDROOM TERRACED HOME 

• IN GREAT CONDITION 

• CLOSE TO LOCAL AMENITIES 

• EPC RATING: E 


Offers in Excess of £112,500.00 

• TWO BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED 

• LOVELY CANAL VIEWS 

• QUIET CUL-DE-SAC LOCATION 

• EPC RATING: D 


Guide Price £109,950.00 

• FOUR BEDROOM TERRACED PROPERTY 
» CENTRALLY HEATED 

» IMPRESSIVE GARDEN SIZE 

• EPC RATING: D 


The Hub, Stone Street, Oldbury, B69 4JT Hobart Point, West Bromwich, B71 4FF Hobart Point, West Bromwich, B71 4FF 



Guide Price £109,950.00 

• TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT 

• WELL PRESENTED AND MODERN 

• MASTER BEDROOM WITH ENSUITE 

• EPC RATING: C 


Guide Price £94,950.00 

• LUXURY ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 

• SECURED ALLOCATED PARKING 

• DOUBLE BEDROOM AND BATHROOM 

• EPC RATING: C 


Grant Street, Birmingham City Centre, B15 The Edg, Birmingham City Centre, B15 2GA 


Offers in Excess of £94,950.00 

• ONE BEDROOM GROUND FLOOR APARTMENT 

• LOCATED IN THE CHURCHFIELD’S ESTATE 

• SECURED GATED ACCESS 

• EPC RATING: C 


Albany Gardens, Solihull B91 2PT 


It was with great luck that we found 
Bobby Sinpb and Sukhi ChaH of the 
Love Your Postcode Peal Estate 
Team, they made buying our first 
home an enjoyable and easy 
experience. 

Highly professional, always quick to 
respond in order to get things going as 
swiftly and efficiently as possible. 

We highly recommend 
Love Your Postcode's whole team. 


# No1 

ACHIEVING 99%+ 
ON FINAL PRICE 

run 


MOST ONLINE 
EXPOSURE 


q 


21 DAY 

OFFER PROMISE 


Rentals Team 

0333 344 7772 




FREE SET UP ON 
YOUR FIRST RENTAL 


Claypit Lane, West Bromwich, B70 9UJ 


Endwood Court, Handsworth, B20 2RZ 




Monthly Rental Of £850.00 

• TWO BEDROOM TOP FLOOR APARTMENT 

• GAS CENTRAL HEATING & DOUBLE GLAZED 

• FRONT & REAR COMMUNAL GARDENS 

• FITTED KITCHEN WITH SEPARATE UTILTY AREA 


Monthly Rental Of £850.00 

• TWO BEDROOM PRIME LOCATION APARTMENT 

• MASTER BEDROOM & PRIVATE ENSUITE 

• COMBINED LIVING AND KITCHEN AREA 

• MODERN & WELL MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT 


Monthly Rental Of £725.00 

• TOP FLOOR APARTMENT 

• TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS 

• CITY CENTRE LOCATION 

• SEPARATE KITCHEN 


Monthly Rental Of £725.00 

• MODERN TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT 

• BALCONY VIEWS 

• MASTER BEDROOM WITH ENSUITE 

• COMBINED OPEN PLAN LIVING & KITCHEN AREA 


Monthly Rental Of £695.00 

> THREE BEDROOM FLAT 

> SPACIOUS LOUNGE / DINING AREA 

> MASTER BEDROOM INCLUDES FITTED STORAGE 

> UNDERFLOOR HEATING FEATURES 




Shannon Uppal 

Sales Negotiatior 


Guy Vaughan 

Senior Valuer 


Sukhi Chall 

Branch Manager 


Mr V 

r 

Hope Daniels 

Local Property Expert 





tkuk 


Asif Kola 

Head of Sales 


Kate Lister 

Account Manager 


David Price 

Designer 


RENTAL DEFAULT 
GUARANTEE 


r> 

3,000+ PRIVATE 
CLUB MEMBERS 

TRUSTPILOT 

A A A A A ■ 


r*. 

RATED “EXCELLENT” 







































Aerials 


Carpets 


Fencing 
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[ Wayne Tipper 

AERIALS 

and Electrics 


Sm rif *«•*** or 

^ Yell.com 


OVER 25 YEARS IN THE AERAI TRADE 



T m yi —a JmC*A n *e*ng 

OMl8nni«l« 
won* up» 
NonMAMa bs 


ALL WORK FOLLY FiSUREC AND GUAKAN T 


10% SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS GIVEN 


free 0121 369 0975 
OJOn:s 07877 934 027 SES 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £65-SATELLITE £80 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


Blinds 


llllllllllll LL 

SQBIinds 

WINDOW BUNDS SALE 

3 VERTICAL BLINDS £89 STD/F 

SUPPLY FIT WITH CHILD SAFE 
NEVER LET YOU DOWN 

HUGE RANGE OF DESIGN & 
QUALITY TO CHOOSE FROM 


h 



VISIT OUR SHOW ROOM 


10E MIDDLE MORE ROAD SMETHWICK, B66 2DZ 
OR CALL 4 FREE QUOTE 
0121 5 655 655 Mobile: 07799447742 


Carpentry 


Simply Doors Walsall 


Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 



External UP VC and composite doors 
also available 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 
www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 



CUckctHme^Jar many great prices - www.ablecarpets.co.uk 


Terms & 

conditions apply 


Kieron Bromley 
0121 588 7110 
West Bromwich 
Walsall 
Wednesbury 


Adrian Bromley 
0121 030 3633 
Tipton 
Oldbury 
Smethwick 


Liam Bromley 

01902 880041 

Upper Gornal 
Sedgley 
Wolverhampton 



CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 



M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 





ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 

it r 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Electricians 


Decorating 


Cof our Zone 


Interior & exterior painting 
and decorating 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 


pamuny 


MBfj electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: ll. .. 


mbelectric. co. uk 


Driveways 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

s 

Registered Company EPP31221 



DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks • Resurfacing 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Chedta 

H Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 


Fencing 


T&D FENCING 


I LOW PRICES! 





Other services: Shed bases, slabbing and garden clearances, 
removal ol trees, privet, old sheds and garages 


For a free quote call 

0121 532 2263 Or 07951 536929 


Flooring 


Quality Timber 
for your 
home & garden 
projects! 

All lengths available 

Oldbury 

Dudley Road 
Oldbury 
Birmingham 
West Midlands 
B69 3DA 

T: 0121 552 7788 
F: 0121 544 7186 
E: birmingham@laver.co.uk 



Foot Health Practitioner 


Foot Care In The 
Comfort Of Your 
Own Home 

Professional treatment by a 
qualified practitioner 


Toenail Cutting, Including 
Ingrown & Thickened 



Relief from painful Corns, Callus, 
Cracked Heels, 

Verrucas 

Treatment and footcare advice 
for Diabetic clients 
Reflexology also available 

c YleeI Heel 



Jayne Osbourn SAC 
Dip FHPT/FHPP 

07971 765624 


Garage Doors 



L m s 1 

GARAGE DOOIIl 

All types of doors! 
supplied and fitte^ 

Fast low cost, same 
day repairs 

For a free survey aira 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18701 
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Sandwell Chronic! 


Gardening 


Gardening 


Plumbing & Heating 


Roofing 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LID 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 




TREE & GARDEN 
. SERVICES 



• Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance free gardens 

• Trimming 

• Felling 

• Turfing 

• Pollarding 

• Patios/Slabbing 

• Block-paving specialists 

• Drives 

• Patios 

• Paths Building work undertaken 

• Tarmacing - Red or Black 

Professional quality work at 
competitive prices ir-ij 

All work undertaken 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 


T.L.S. Creative Gardening 


• Block Paving • Slabbing • Brickwork 
• Tongue & Groove Sheds • Fencing 
• Turfing • Wrought Iron Gates & Fencing 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121 - 601-8034 
07833 - 312-126 
07906-867776 

www.tlscreativegardens.co.uk 




TURF-SUPPLIED & LAID 

• Fencing 



> Gardens Cleared 


ALL AREAS Teh 0121 
COVERED Mi 6295 

No Job Too Small or 

FREE 07866 
ESTIMATES 623841 


PATS GARDENING 

Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 

Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2361 


Sandwell 


03? 


Wednesday 


aiaDEE? 


Grass Cutting 

Small/Medium Hedge Cutting 
Weeds Sprayed 

Small / Medium Rubbish Removals 
Pressure washing 
Fence Painting 

Mobile 07908 012267 



CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


* 

4, 

Toptaps 

Plumbing 


Plumbing 


Clive Colby 




LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 

See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’ experience 




DASHLIGHTS Mil 
DIAGNOSTICS ££U 


D.P.F. REGENERATED 
AIR CON REGAS £35 

07930 146822 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 

Servicing and Repairs jfl 

Bathroom and Kitchen Installation A 

07852150057 3s 


IJL 


GAS & 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 


INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 



^ irT tTTTTf^fhng 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



NATURAL & LPG GAS I 

Free Quotation 

07961 140885 




Owner professional tradesman 

For all your plumbing and heating 
services 24HR CALL OUT 

All West Midlands and Birmingham 
areas covered 

0121 574 7081 - 07874 363307 

toptapsplumbing@outlook.com 

toptapsplumbing.doodlekit.com 


U S E H O L D 

_ _ M B ■ N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

_ All installations and repairs ( est^ 
c Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 j 
V—www.household-plumbing.co.uk —^ 


STS Plumbing & Tiling Services 

ALL GENERAL PLUMBING & TILING WORR UNDERTAKEN 


KEN 

Cressage Paving IBANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving, Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & #■ 

Driver available 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
9121 557 5958 


Property Maintenance 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 
* | ★ Flat Roofs ★ Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 
^ ★ Plumbing / emergencies 

★ Building work 

All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261 





Tom Corbett Roofing Services 

Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement 8. Cleaning 




ALL 


71 W±5 d: I 4 




ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE | 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


A1 Little Job Man 


(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 
»Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 
► New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 
»uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 
»All Building Work Undertaken 
►All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 




0121 553 3020 



•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 /07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



ttaiMi 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich _ 


J 




Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, Stairways. 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 

www.holtornamentalironwork.co.uk 



Skip Hire 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


,MINI/MI9l / 
SKIPS 

(Ol 21 ) 520 3388 
07721 387990 























































































































































funeral directors 


When you need 
us we’ll be there 


The co-operative funeralcare 

Central England Co-operative 


24-26 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands, 

B69 4DST: 0121 552 1170 

359 High Street, West 
Li Bromwich, West Midlands, 

B70 9QG T: 0121 314 8964 

www.centralengland.coop 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we'll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Q Dignity- 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


r 


Family 


WANTED OLD GENTS 
WRIST WATCHES 

Omega, Rolex etc by private 
collector not dealer. 
Working or broken. 

Telephone 07979 020256. 


A 


Leisure 

Time 


This Thursday 
mt? " and every 

Thursday 
6am - 2pm at 


Mill Lane, 
“ Saredon WV10 TLJ 
Tel: 07831 192 116 


* BIGGEST SATURDAY* 

BOOTSALE 

Catering positions available 

A454 Budge Heath between 
Wolverhampton and Bridgenorth 
By Boyal Oak pub island WV6 7EE 

1*07890 267 041 ★ 


CAR BOOT SALES! 


Every Sunday 

and Bank Holiday Monday 


Booters £4 


07538 842842 


*BEST SUNDAY* 
BOOTSALE 

Now on A34, Cannock, Brocton, 
between Cannock and Stafford 
ST17 0SG 

★ 07890 267 041 ★ 


* WEDNESDAY BOOT SALE* 

Now at PoukLane,A461, 
Springhill, Muckely Corner 
Lichfield WS14 0ET 

* SATURDAY BOOT SALE * 

Boat Lane, Muckley Corner, 
Lichfield WS14 OBU 
07890 267041 


A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


AWNING FOR MOTORHOME 
OR CARAVAN 

Panama 260, fits 235-250, 

£80. 

Raleigh Pro 330x250, 
weathershield 4000, 

£250. 

Call for details 07713 029904. 


CARAVAN AWNING 

Dorema daytona. Size 11. Fibre 
poles. Used twice. 3 months 
old. Genuine reason for sale. 
Bargain. 

£399. 

07970 376128. 


CHALET FOR SALE 

Clarach Bay SY23 3DT. 20 min 
coastal walk to Aberystwyth. 1 
large double room, 1 bunk bed 
room, open plan kitchen / 
lounge. Needs modernisation. 
£6,500. 

07941 780667. 


REFURBISHED CARAVAN FOR 
SALE! Central Heating and sleeps 
8, £10,995. Deposits from 10%. 12 
Month Park, Borth. Call Paul 07960 
944721. 


WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 

www.tscaravansandmotorhomes.co.uk 


CARAVAN WANTED can collect 
asap. caravan wanted. Call me on 
07717 090817. 


ST ANDREWS CHURCH 
Carters Green 
West Bromwich 
JUMBLE SALE 

Saturday, July 8, at 2pm. 

Admission 20 pence. 



travel abroad 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 


ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


self catering ^ 
y holidays 


BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


what’s on 


markets 


STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 

At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 24th May 

07957 399964 


A 


Home & 
Services 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (incvat) 

WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 




rand FitorDIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 

Freephone 0500 506041 or 
01922 712184 


DW MAINTENANCE For all of your 
gardening needs. Free Quotes call 
Darren on: 


i: 07956 933149. 


ASH RECLAMATION 

All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



Furniture 


IN LIQUIDATION 

EVERYTHING MUST GO 

All Fashion Beds - Sleigh Beds, Metal, Iron and Ottoman Beds 

[plus] UPT012 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT (as) 


Over 1000 Mattresses in stock whether its Budgets, Orthopaedic, Memory 
Foam or Pocket Sprung. We are your One Stop Bed Shop - We manufacture 
every conceivable mattress at the lowest factory direct prices - Cheap Junior 
Matts from £29.00 - Medium quality matts from £39.00 - Ortho and Memory 
Foam from £59.00 - Complete Divan Beds from £79.00 - Fashion & Bunk 
Beds in designer metal and wood. Ottoman Storage and Drawer Divans - You 
name it we have got it at the right price made to measure sizes and special 
requests a speciality. Factory Shop open 7 days major credit cards welcome 


LEATHER & FABRIC RECLINER 
CHAIRS UPTO 70% OFF 
DISPLAY MODELS 
EG GUVNOR 
RECLINERIN 




* J 


WAS £999 WJ i 4*J 

NOW £299 


100’S OF LEATHER & FABRIC SOFAS, CORNER SUITES 
AND RECLINER SUITES - MANY HALF PRICE 
Open Everyday 10am-6pm OPEN SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 

BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, GREAT BRIDGE RD, 
TIPTON DY4 8XF. 

OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW TESCO & TOBY CARVERY 

^ 0121 557 6885 

E2S INTEREST FREE CREDIT (T/C’S APPLY) HU 


FURNITURE NOT SOLD? Donate it 
to Katharine House Hospice. We 
collect for free. Telephone 
Cannock 01543 466885, Stafford 
01785 247630, House clearance 
service 01785 760715. 


A Genuine Lady Buyer! 

Cash paid £300+ per ounce for 9 car¬ 
at scrap gold. Any amount collected! 

Sovereigns £200+ each, Watches, 
Coins, Medals & more 

Highly Recommended! 

* 01922 495066 or 07971 78320^ 


GARAGE WANTED in Corporation 
Street area of Stafford. 

07423 428340. 

READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 



aerials 


B E/gah 

Wremals I 

111 #l)11 I II i 


AERIALS FITTED FROM £75 


©£7©^Q§©£7©57 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


CCTV 4 Camera Offer £599 


Complete CCTV Package Incl Installation 
4 NightVision Cameras, 1TB HDD Full HD 
Recorder, 17"LCD, Mobile App, lyrWarranty 


Swift CCTV 

01922 278246 
hello@swiftcctv.co.uk 


appliance repairs 


A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 


bathrooms 


BATHROOMS R US 


Over 20 years exp in 
bathroom installations. 
Refurbs/ Plastering 
EMERGENCY CALL OUTS! 


20% OFF, FREE QUOTES 
07392 379741 or 01543 529648 


BATHROOM DESIGN. All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms. 07850 382548 


building services 


A DAMP 
M PROOFING 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, < v 
building & plastering work I * 

FREE QUOTES 

07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592/07837 994465 


building supplies 


QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 
RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


carpentry & 
V_ joinery 


CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 

Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors, 
flooring, staircases and refurbs. 
07903 234137 or 0121 4939733. 
SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 


carpet fitters 


just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


fencing 


PORTWfly 
I hMCIMG 


SPECIAL OFFER 

7 0 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £ 6 95 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon 
83 Portway Ret W'bury 


THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 



i> 1 


1 



“I am extremely happy 
with the service I get 
from my Express & 
Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and 
would recommend 
them to anyone! They 
have done a very 
professional job with 
my website so I get 
online enquiries as 
well now.” 

Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


gardening 
v . services 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
_ mvw.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922898710 / 07973177 976 


garden maintenance. No j 
small, Free Quotes: 07904 929632. 
J&B TREE CARE Landscape and 
Jetwashing Services. All Pesticide 
/Fungicide work. Free fixed quotes: 
07786 166856/01922 


gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 
DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 
•Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


handyman 
y services 


THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 



I average around 1 to 2 
phone calls a day from 
customers as a direct result 
of my Classified Advertising. 
I am very happy with my 
response levels. 

Mr Causer. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb¬ 
ing, heating, gardening & decorat¬ 
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free 
quotes. 07850 559315. 

LOCK & CARPENTRY Plumbing, 
Small job specialist. Free quotes 
01902 683100 or 07934 460864. 


house clearances 


A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


kitchen fitters 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


>1 

lock services 

V 

LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 01922 780078. 

painters / ^ 

V decorators 

LADY DECORATOR, full house or 
one wall to customer requirements. 
Free quotes call 07522 643706. 

\ 

plans prepared 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

^ plastering 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503 / 07519 694516 

M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve¬ 
ments.Mark or Sara: 07741 770897 

MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01922 606503 or 075T9 694516. 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 

plumbing & > 

V heating 


ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. 
01922 660410 or 07540 950588. 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 

\ 

removals 

v 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 862227. 

KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 

\ 

^ roofing 

MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 

\ 

rubbish removal 

v 

LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 

\ 

skip hire 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 

Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 

COLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


AAA SKIP HIRE All sizes available, 
competitive prices. Call: 01922 
711411 (option 2) or 07592 940556. 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

01215571480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 
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ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 




upholstery 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


01543500677 07738851601 


> 

window cleaning 

v___ 


WINDOW CLEANING 
SERVICES 

WINDOWS - CONSERVATORIES 
- GUTTERS - FASCIAS - SOFFITS - 
DRIVEWAYS - PATIOS - RE-SANDING 
& SEALING 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 




L 

Property 



WEST BROMWICH 

Brand New Studios and 
1 Bed Flats available 

NO DEPOSIT 

DSS 35+ Welcome. Move in Immediately 

07967 016425 


J9 

Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 

from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65pw* 

includes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 



GMESOZm] 

J9accommodation.com 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

STUDIO FLAT All amenities, low 
deposit, vacant, near Sandwell 
Hospital. 07828 504083. 

THREE BED Burntwood, GCH, 
lounge, dining room, kitchen, unfur¬ 
nished, front / rear garden, garage, 
additional parking, no Dss, no 
smoking, £600pcm. 07734 008934. 



FOR SALE 
ALICANTE SPAIN 

Four bed Villa. 
Sleeps 11,3 bathrooms. 




5 ” 

Business & 


Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 


business 

directory 


commercial ^ 
i premises 

UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 


Fully furnished. 

Large swimming pool and 
Garage, including car, private 
gated. 

£175,000 ono. 

07711 058123. 


FRENCH FARMHOUSE, 

3/4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 10 
acres of land, private holiday 
cottage with swimming pool, 3 
bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. 
Nr Chateau town of Saumur in 
the beautiful Loire Valley Wine 


touu.uuu 

For further information and 
pictures call 
01922 613135. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 

ft. v t jm . m 01902 317878 

- ClassifiedAds 




FOR YOUR PROPERTY 


Reposessions stopped 
Houses bought in any condition 

CASH PAID WITHIN DAYS! 


Legal fees paid 
Probate Estates Welcome 
Mortgages/Loans Cleared 


8001216007 H«UYERS 


Friendly, local company here to help you 7 days a week. Est. 10 years. 


[www.oakwood-homebuyers.comJ 


I BUY HOUSES 

• Expired listings • Vacant houses 

• Fire damaged houses • Smelly houses 

• Debt ridden houses • Unwanted houses 

Any place, any area, any condition. If you don’t want it, I do! 

Call Amy; 07511 299 OIO 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 
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Jobs 





AMP SCAFOLDING 7.5 Tonne 
scaffold/Labourer drivers required. 
Also carded scaffolding Gangs 
Call 0121 580 0389 



HGV CLASS 2 DRIVER small 
friendly company, countrywide 
deliveries, no multi-drops, perma¬ 
nent position. 

Tele phone 0121 557 0320. 


WEST BROMWICH 
GENERAL HAULAGE 
COMPANY 

Require experienced 
Class 1 and Class 2 drivers. 
Experience in carriage of steel 
along with various types of 
goods ADR an advantage but 
not essential. 

We are looking for reliable long 
term members to join our team 
of drivers. 


Tel 0121 553 3674 
office hours 



A VERY EXPERIENCED 7.5 ton 

Driver, seeks work, full / part time, 
done everything, Anything consid¬ 
ered. 01922 516528. 



ALUMINIUM DRESSER required for 
busy foundry Experience neces¬ 
sary. Please contact 
0121 553 1911 


MAINTENANCE ENGINEER 

Must have experience in 
Breakdown and General 
Maintenance and some 
electrical knowledge to 
maintain Slitting Machines/ 
Rolling Mills. 

Good Rates of pay for an 
experienced person. 

BIRMINGHAM AREA 

Please apply only with CV to 

sharon.c@staystrip.co.uk 



SEWING MACHINIST to make car 
seat covers, experienced in sewing 
leather. Own machine preferred 
Call 07388 080086. 


full time - general 

MNA Media 


FEATURES WRITER/ 
SUB EDI linH 


MNA Media has an exciting opportunity for a 
talented Features Writer/ Sub Editor to work 
across a wide range of publications, including 
the Express and Star, Shropshire Star, the 
group’s weekly series and its expanding 
portfolio of magazines. 

You will need to be a dedicated and hard 
working individual who can remain calm under 
pressure, manage your time to meet tight deadlines 
and transform copy to ensure that it is appealing 
to our audience. You will be a talented journalist, 
comfortable writing everything from a commercial 
profile to magazine features. 

You will also need to be a great communicator, 
have an excellent eye for accuracy and be able 
to work effectively with colleagues from all 
departments to ensure content of the highest 
quality is delivered across the MNA’s print titles. 

InDesign skills are preferable but not essential 
as training will be given. 


You will have bright and original ideas, as well 
as be a fast, accurate copy sub with a flexible 
approach. A proven ability to work in collaboration 
with advertising teams would be an advantage. 

Duties: 

Work closely with colleagues in advertising 
to plan, develop and maximise commercial 
opportunities for the MNA. 

Source, write and sub content for use in the 
Express and Star, Shropshire Star, magazines and 
weekly titles. 

Compile supplements and commercial profiles 
on a wide variety of subjects including property, 
homes, education, travel and business. 

Compile and sub television and letters pages. 
Contribute ideas and content to magazine projects. 

Work closely with news desk and digital 
teams to ensure good communication across all 
departments. 


To apply send a CV and covering letter to Martin Wright/Caroline Jones to 
editorial.support@shropshirestar.co.uk Postal applications to: Martin Wright, Editor, 
Shropshire Star, Ketley, Telford TF1 5HU. Closing Date: July 14. 


Owners of Express & Star Ltd and Shropshire Newspapers Ltd Express & Star STAR 


s 

B 

B 

s 


Building & Scaffolding Ltd 


SBBS Building & Scaffolding Ltd, Wednesbury 

require 

SCAFFOLDERS, SCAFFOLDING 
TRAINEES & LABOURERS 


CHARTER CARE are appointing 
community care staff in Wednes- 
field, Willenhall and Oldbury, call 
(01902)602877 

CHARTER CARE C.Q.C 5 STAR 
QUALITY SERVICE require Visit¬ 
ing Care givers in Bloxwich, Willen¬ 
hall and Wednesfield. Wages paid 
every Friday. 100 hours waiting, 
please call (01902) 602877. 



Training will be provided. 
You must be over 18. 


GENTS HAIRDRESSER 


Please Tel: Joe on 07918 742851. 
Email: john@sbbs-site.co.uk 


Wood Green Academy, Wednesbury WS10 9QU 

0121 556 4131 


(Barber required) 
Quinton 
Telephone 

0121 422 4104/01384 
396097 


CLEANER VACANCIES: 

Full time Cleaner 

Monday: 4:00pm to 6:00pm 

Tuesday to Friday: 3:30pm to 6:00pm 

Hourly rate: Between £7.78 and £7.90 depending upon experience 

(Grade A band) 

Application packs for all the above are available on the school website. 
www.woodgreenacademy.co.uk 

Completed application forms can be emailed to 

admin@woodgreenacademv.co.uk with the subject line "Cleaner Vacancies" 
or, posted to the school marked, "Cleaner Vacancies" 

Deadline: Midday on Tuesday 11th July 2017 

The successful applicants will be employed through TempLink in the first instance. This 
school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young 
people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 


courses 


BIRMINGHAM: WOLVERHAMPTON: 

25-26 SEPT. & 30 N0V-1 DEC. 16-17 SEPT, 

also STOKE ON TRENT: 2-3 SEPT, and TELFORD: 23-24 OCT. 

Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN ASA 

PHLEBOTOMIST 


awarding a Nationally Recognised 

Certificate in Phlebotomy 



G Two day course 

• First step onto Allied 
Healthcare Career Path 

G Accredited - Advanced 



STAINLESS STEEL 
SALESPERSON 

required for a family owned 
Birmingham business. 
Experience of Stainless/Exotic 
preferred. Must be sales / 
customer service and target 
driven. Manage/develop 
existing accounts, as well as 
identify opportunities for new 
sales & additional business. 
Applicant must be bright, 
enthusiastic, self-motivated 
with excellent communication 
skills, as well as a team player. 
Please apply with CV to: 
David Shorthouse 
STAYSTRIP LTD 
11-16 Eyre Street 
Birmingham B18 7AA 
or 

david.shorthouse@ 

staystrip.co.uk 
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Motoring 



c 


I t No previous experience 
needed 

i Recognised Qualification 

For more info, or to book online: 

- N 


N. geopace .C 


HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - Community 


FXCFUENT 

CONDITION 


RENAULT CLIO 

1.2cc, Black, 3 dr, service 
history, 57 regn. 

New shape immaculate 
condition. 

£1,695 

07486 521361 





















































































































Classified Hds 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


RENAULT MEGANE 

2009, 60,000 miles, grey / 
silver, ABS, electric windows 
and mirrors, air bag, air con, 
FSH, alarm, MoT, central 
locking, cruise control, PAS, 
CD, Bluetooth. 

£3,595 ono. 

07731 838696 



SMART FORTWO 
CABRIOLET 

2005,45,000 miles, black, ABS, 
electric windows, air bag, air 
con, FSH, long MoT, auto, 
central locking, Alloys, Leather 
Interior, Heated seats 
£1,850 ono 
07710 575944. 


SUZUKI SWIFT SZ-L 

2014, 26,500 Miles, Black, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, air 
con, fsh, MoT, metallic paint, 
central locking, one owner, 
cruise control, pas, tax, 
£5,700 ono 
07791344623 


BARGAIN 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 
SXi 

05 Reg., 

9 months MoT, 
55,000 miles, 
two lady owners from new. 

£800 o.n.o. 

0121 520 2620. 


IMMACULATE 


VAUXHALL CORSA LIFE 

1 . 2 , 

2005, 5dr, EW, CD player, 11 
months MoT, excellent 
condition, extremely clean, any 
trial. 

£695 ono. 

07976 737005. 


MUST BE SEEN 


VAUXHALL MERIVA ACTIVE 

2006, 83,000 miles, 
new timing chain, 

EW, AC, 
long MoT. 

£1,300 o.n.o. 

07984 518468. 




VW POLO 

57 year, 1.4 SE, petrol, manual, 
silver, 5 doors, 74,000 miles, 
electric windows, air con, MoT, 
central locking, Alloys, CD. lady 
owner, excellent condition 
£1,895. 
07501223569 





FORD KA 


2005, 62,000 Miles, Red, abs, 
long MOT, one owner, pas, 
Stereo. Well maintained and 
repaired. Phone After 5pm. 

£600 ono 

01543 676831 


RENAULT MEGAN 
EXPRESSION 

1.6, 5-dr, 47,500 miles, 

12 months MoT, 

£3,595 ono. 

01785 612095. 07825 578770. 


BARGAIN 


ROVER 1.4 SPRIGHT 

52 plate, 2 owners from new, 
64,000 genuine miles, 
MoT January 2018. 
Good condition 

£350 ono. 

07375 624574. 




TOYOTA COROLLA 

2001 , 

1.4 petrol 

£500. 

01785 224303. 


EE^n 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 
1.6 PETROL 

54 plate, silver, 

MoT to June 2018, 
plenty of history paperwork, 
one lady owner for last 10 
years. 

£875 or very near offer. 
01543 677842. 


MUST BE SEEN 


CITROEN NEMO VAN 

2013, 92,000 miles, 
FSH, new clutch, cam chain 
and tyres, 

MoT December, diesel, 
fully panelled. 
£2,750. 

07967 733571. 



FORD TRANSIT 


05 plate, Single wheel pick up, 
12 months MoT, new breaks, 
new clutch, ready to go. 

£2,300 ono. 

07792 299612. 


LAMBRETTA GP150 

1980, 11 months MoT, 
lots of new parts. 

£2,150 ono. 

0121 556 5906. 
07884 266330. 


MUST BE SEEN 


YAMAHA 125cc CYGNES 
SCOOTER 

2014, fantastic condition, as 
new, only 1,610 miles from new, 
new MoT, service history, 
2 keys and manuals, 
Never been out in the rain. 
£1,850 ono. 
Penkridge 

01785 712628. 01785 614729. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 



THULE HIRE 
& SALES 


Roof Boxes, Roof Bars 
and Cycle carriers. 

BEST PRICES. 

Wolves Hire 
01902 746723 
Tettenhall Road, WV6 OLE 





Local 

Information 


LEGAL/ 

PUBLIC 

NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg 

on 

01902 713146 

or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
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Personals 





ATTRACTIVE lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
a 20 mile radius. 01902 489 181. 

SELL ^ 
IT 

FAST 

SELL 

IT 

LOCAL 


£19.50 

FOR 6 NIGHTS 


6 nights Free if 
you do not seli! 

Includes one week online 
and your local Chronicles 

TELEPHONE - 
01902 317878 

ONLINE - 

WWW. 

expressandstar. 

com/booanad 

IN PERSON - 
At your local 
Express & Star 
office 

‘SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10.2012. 
Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 



SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Planning 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a major application. 

DC/17/60747 MrM.SThandi Thandi Coach Proposed residential 

Thandi Coach Station Station Alma Street development of 

Smethwick B66 2RL 46 No apartments and 
8 No. houses with 
associated parking. 

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, 

Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) 
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR NICK BUBAL0, Director - Regeneration and Planning 


Express ft Star 


Here’s how to use your dating service ... 


DATING 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


To Reply to members 
call: 


your advert call: your ad by text 

0844 381 5936 Simply text followed by your first name, date 0QQ6 500 3955 

follow the simple instructions. You will also of birth . area and y our advert ( max 1 55 characters) 

get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT a nd sendg^^gpSgE standard Network rates apply. ca || s CQSt £1 55 per min p | us your 

phone company's access charge. 

YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit. 


written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


love it! 


To Reply 

by text: 

Dates in YOUR region 

Text... REPLY26 (leave space) box number (leave 
space) and then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in touch... 
then send to 80098 Successfully received mes¬ 
sages cost £1.50 per SMS received (Max 160 
characters). You must exchange 7 messages each 
before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 

Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus 
your phone company's access 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


Single Women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s 
access charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received._ 


BROWN eyed Brummie female 66, 
smoker, likes music, cinema, the¬ 
atre, meals out WLTM male 67-74 
for LTR. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 5877942 ft 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated 
brunette seeks no strings mutual 
pleasure with gent 40+ Must be 
discreet, married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
I'M Julie 36yrs old, attractive, fit, 
blonde, solvent with OHAC seeking 
man to spoil and enjoy good times. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427767 ft 

JANE, young 41, very broadminded 
seeks chap any age for discreet no 
strings fun, any age, no time wasters 
ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 

PAM, 40, cuddly feminine young 
looking female, OHAC, financially 
secure, looking for fun times without 
complications with likeminded male. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427753 ft 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but 
bored, seeks discreet adult fun, any 
area, all calls answered. Tel: 0906 
515 3019 Box: 413399 
SUSAN, 41, sophisticated, confi¬ 
dent, discreet, attractive female 
seeking respectful professional 
male for daytime meets and loving 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 427729 ft 
EMILY, mature well educated lady, 
blonde and smart and broadminded 
seeks gent any age for no strings 
fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3023 Box 
421375 

KAZ blue eyed bubbly female 38, 
full of life, OHAC, employed, looking 
for nice N/S responsible middle 
aged male for fun times, nothing 
serious. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 427607ft 

TAMIKA, mature black beauty, 
hourglass figure and open minded. 
Pis call if you are discreet, broad 
minded and nice. I can travel and 
accommodate. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3007 Box 422365 

ANNETTA, hoping to meet a very 
caring, loving male, 55-75, someone 
genuine and down to earth, to enjoy 
company and hopefully share a 
future together. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 427301 ft 
SAMANTHA, 35yrs, attractive 
brunette with own business, seeks 
adventurous gent for casual 
relationship. Tel: 0906 515 3035 Box 
425979 

MANDY divorced independent 46yr 
old single mum, confident, bubbly 
and social, looking for male com¬ 
panion to share good times and to 
be there for each other. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 427581 ft 
HARRIETT 42yrs, blue eyed 
brunette with long lets and decent 
curves! Looking for a cheeky 
adventurous man for fun only. I live 
alone so can accommodate and can 
travel. Discretion assured. ACA. 
Give me a try. Tel: 0906 515 3031 
Box 426205 

SUE, 47, attractive lonely brunette 
who loves evenings in/out, music, 
WLTM someone sincere to love and 
get close to, why not give me a call? 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427549 ft 

CARMEL, open minded naughty 
lady seeks a broad minded strict man 
to unleash her wilder side. Age/looks 
unimportant but no time wasters 
please. Tel: 0906 515 3043 Box 
426851 


JASMINE, Petite Black lady 51yrs, 
varied interests. Seeking white man 
for relationship. Looks unimportant. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:427657 ft 

CAROLINE, 42yrs, well educated, 
sophisticated "some call me posh" 
married lady, looking for no strings 
midweek liaisons. Tel: 0906 515 
3027 Box 427533 
MATURE lady, slim and youthful, 
divorcee, loves laughter, life and 
everything. WLTM gent for contin¬ 
ued fun and passion. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 427655 ft 
EMILY, kind caring lady, recently 
widowed and lonely. I am 57yrs old 
and hoping to chat with a nice chap 
60+. Please text me. Text Only. 
Mailbox 4164240 ft 
CATHY, 54yr old widow, I’m kind 
and warm hearted and hoping you 
will call me. Looks unimportant must 
have GSOH. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 427653 ft 
TOKKIA, Nigerian lady, very attrac¬ 
tive with attractive, caring and kind. 
I’m a good cook and would love to 
find a nice man to spoil and pamper. 
I am late 50s but look young and fit. 
Seeking gent 58+. Text Only. 
Mailbox 4025379 ft 
JANE, attractive 50 something lady. 
I love to cook and care for my man. 
Is that you? ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 427651 ft 
MANDY, 64yrs but still fit and sexy. 
Hoping to meet younger local lad for 
good daytime fun. Chats and texts 
any time. Text Only. Box: 4050784 

ft 

SONIA, mature lady, pretty and fem¬ 
inine with fair hair. Loves to 
socialise, walking, car boot sales 
and more. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 427647 ft 
PAULINE, 59yrs, nurse who loves 
her uniform! I’m married but work 
odd hours so can meet easily. ACA 
Text Only. Box: 4110283 ft 
JANE 55yrs romantic homely lady, 
hoping to meet a man for outings, to 
cook and care for. You won’t be 
sorry if you call. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 427645 ft 
TRACY, 68yrs, recently retired and 
has time on her hands. Would love 
to meet a much much much younger 
chap for carefree times. Text Only. 
Box: 4006039 ft 

HELLO I'm 47yrs old, I’m a curvy 
brunette, varied interests with 
GSOH, hard working and solvent. 
WLTM gent taller than me, 5ft3. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427639 ft 

HELLO, my name is Pia, I am a very 
petite, kind and respectful Asian girl, 
hoping to meet an older white man. 
I’m 23yrs old and have just moved 
her. Text Only. Box: 4177099 ft 
ATTRACTIVE Irish lady, 34yrs seek 
gent of any age. I’m caring, attrac¬ 
tive with lots of offer, call to hear 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:427637 ft 

HELLO I am a black lady, 60yrs 
young with a great personality and 
lovely looks. Call if you are looking 
to meet someone like me, or text 
me. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 427585 ft 
DEBBIE, young looking 49yrs, pret¬ 
ty brunette lady with lots to offer. If 
you are interested in a meeting a 
lady like me then please call me. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427611 ft 

MICHELLE, 28yrs blue eyed blonde 
with busty figure. I’m very mature for 
my age and hope to meet a man to 
care for. I’m willing to please. Call or 
text me and I will get straight back to 
you. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:427649 ft 


SUE, 47, attractive lonely brunette 
who loves evenings in/out, music, 
WLTM someone sincere to love and 
get close to, why not give me a call? 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427549 ft 

LINDA a lonely petite mature lady 
looking for nice caring male up to 
65yrs who also has lots of love to 
give for hopeful relationship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 427487 ft 
SALLY 37, blue-eyed blonde, who 
loves life, music, letting my hair 
down, looking for similar flirty guy for 
enjoy TLC and life. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 427461 ft 
BECKY, 30 something lady. Full of 
laughter, very open minded and dis¬ 
creet. Hoping to meet similar mind¬ 
ed gent who is older than me. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427495 ft 

MARGARET is in her 60s, she’s 
young looking, blue-eyed blonde, 
kind, loving with lots of qualities. 
Seeking mature gent for mutual life’s 
pleasures. Please call me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 427493 ft 
CHRISTINE, young looking 43yrs, 
kind with lovely blue eyes. Genuine, 
loving. WLTM gent with GSOH, 
must be older than me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 427491 ft 
TALL slim lady 61yrs and of Irish 
origins. GSOH, likes travel, open 
minded and kind. Hoping to meet 
similar minded gent of any age. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427307 ft 

JANE, mature blonde lady, loves 
jokes, countryside, driving, cosy 
nights in. I’m solvent and seek a 
gent 70+. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 427473 ft 
BROWN eyed Brummie female 66, 
smoker, likes music, cinema, the¬ 
atre, meals out WLTM male, 67-74, 
for LTR. Text only. Mailbox: 
5877942 ft 

Single Men 

GENTLEMAN, kind, considerate, 
tactile, thoughtful and caring, hob¬ 
bies include growing fuschias and 
vintage tractors, looking for a coun¬ 
try girl, someone with no plans of 
grandeur. Truth and trust number 1 
as I trust you so you tell me the 
truth, and vice versa. Looking for 
someone to hold and love forever. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427791 ft 

COLIN, five foot eight, blue eyes, 
bundle of fun to be around, likes 
growing fuchsias for showing, vin¬ 
tage tractor for showing, weekends 
away, going out and staying in 
WLTM a lady for friendship/LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420089 

ANDY 58, single, self-employed, fit, 
WLTM attractive fashionable lady, 
non-smoker, who likes to keep in 
shape, for friendship. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 5503219 ft 
MALE, 57, medium build, WLTM a 
lady 50-60 to put a smile back on my 
face, would like to take out fishing, 
or on my bike. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 5838916 ft 
MARK, 25yrs, 6ft6in, tall, good slim 
body with my own place. Seeks 
older lady who is still up for it. Txt 
me. Text only replies. Mailbox: 
5979541 ft 

MALE, 52 and single, looking for a 
female, 34+, looking for love and a 
relationship and more. Likes cud¬ 
dles and kisses. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 5992418 ft 
NICE old-fashioned gent, seeks 
kind, caring romantic lady for LTR. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416905 


STEVE, 55, WLTM a lady for fun on 
a regular or occasional basis. If you 
are interested please get in touch. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427567 ft 

GENUINE male, young 57, medium 
build, single, kind, caring, good 
heart, GSOH, seeks attractive lady 
35-55 for fun & friendship, possible 

LTR. Text only. Mailbox: 
5321154ft 

JOHN very young 69, seeking 
mature discreet lady, 40 to 70, for 
discreet fun. Text only. Mailbox: 
5846609 ft 

COLIN, 50, kind, loving, seeks cud¬ 
dly, large, kind, loving lady, 45-55, 
for LTR love/romance. Must like 
cuddles, kisses and holding hands. 
Text only. Mailbox: 5892643 ft 
GENT, 65, seeks discreet lady, for 
special times, mutually beneficial to 
both, with that special lady. 
Wolverhampton and surrounding 
areas. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 427529 ft 

SHAUN, 50, honest, reliable, 
OHOC, employed, animal lover, 
likes walks in the country, meals out 
in country pubs, walking my dogs, 
looking for my soul mate. If you 
would like to know more get in 
touch. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 427497 ft 

TALL, 63-year-old male, seeking n/s 
female, 45+, for hassle free fun 
times, in the Wolverhampton and 
surrounding areas. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 424291 
MALE 46, brown hair/eyes, average 
looks/build, loving, caring, under¬ 
standing, seeks female to share 
good times with. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 410845 
GENUINE maieT47, 5ft 8ins, aver- 

age looks, seeking genuine, honest, 
caring female. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 413945 
JIM, 5ft9, N/S, retired, enjoys holi¬ 
days abroad and at home, week¬ 
ends away, days out, meals out, 
looking to meet a female who enjoys 
similar interests, for long lasting 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 427305 

HELLO! A friend with benefits, that’s 
how I would describe myself. Mature 
Birmingham male, would like to be 
exactly that to an attractive lady. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427327 

MALE, 49, brown hair, brown eyes, 
average looks, 16 and a half stone, 
good sense of humour, animal lover 
with loads of love and security to 
give to the right person. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418783 
PROFESSIONAL maiT 42, been 

hurt in the past, looking for someone 
special, 30-42, ACA, single mums 
are welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 427135 ft 
ADVENTUROUS 36 year old, slim, 
dark hair, has many interests, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417235ft 

MALE 40 looking for sexy adventur¬ 
ous lady for some mad Summer 
time partying at my barn conversion 
with hot tub and countryside. Text 
only. Mailbox: 5850530 ft 
GEOFF 46, 5ft 1 0in, slim build, 
brown hair, blue eyes, N/S, honest, 
caring, likes cinema, walking, look¬ 
ing for female, 35-52, for relation¬ 
ship. Text only. Mailbox: 
4172607ft 

MALE 73, GSOH, looking for a lady 
any age. I like driving, days out, 
country walks and possible holi¬ 
days. Text only. Mailbox: 
5847956 ft 

PHIL, 60, 5ft10, slim build, from 
Wolvs, OHOC, looking for a female, 
18-55, for friendship maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427121 ft 
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Customer support 
Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 


MALE, 60, looking for a lady, 49-60, 
to take on my bike/car for days 
out/meals, to strike up a friendship. 

Text only. Mailbox: 5838916 ft 


or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk | 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 perl 
minute plus your phone company’s 
access charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone com¬ 
pany’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text 
DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 
80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where 
phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and 
do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL 
SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving 
these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide 
and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for 
regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 03/07/17 
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The car’s new design quickly grows on potential buyers 


By James Parker _ 

When the first images of the new Swift were 
released, they weren’t exactly met with a warm 
reception. To many, the character of the earlier 
models had been lost, leaving a rather sober-looking 
and soulless hatchback in their place. 

The good news is that in the metal, the Swift is a car 
that quickly grows on you. The more time you spend 
with it, the more you come to like its new aesthetic. 

While it might not be sort of car that tugs on your 
heartstrings and inspires on overwhelming sense of 
desire when you first cast your eyes upon it, it’s still an 
attractive little car. 

If you were to sum the feel of the Swift’s cabin up in 
one word, it would have to be ‘unpretentious’. It’s not the 
sort of car that’s gunning for the position of best in class 
as far as its interior is concerned, which means you can 
forgive the abundance of scratchy plastics that are used 
throughout. 

The Swift won’t be the subject of many complaints as 
far as interior space is concerned - particularly in the 
front. Headroom is plentiful, and while the Suzuki is a 
fairly compact little car, it certainly doesn’t feel cramped. 

Family buyers will be pleased to hear that a similar 
theme continues in the back seats, too. Although the 
new Swift might be 10mm shorter than its predecessor, 


The Swift isn’t big - but you’ll still have room for 
weekend bags 

headroom has not been compromised in the rear, and 
adults will be able to sit in comfort even if they find 
themselves behind a taller front passenger. 

At 254 litres, boot space is hardly class leading, but it 
will easily swallow a couple of weekend bags and still 
leave a fair amount of space to spare. 

Suzuki offers the Swift with a choice of two different 
petrol engines. The first is the 1.0-litre, three-cylinder 
Boosterjet unit that has appeared in the likes of the 
Baleno and S-Cross and was fitted to our test car. 

In standard guise, it produces HObhp and 170Nm 
of torque, and is capable of shifting the Suzuki from 
0-60mph in a not-so-swift 10.4 seconds when paired 
with a manual transmission. 

Our test car featured Suzuki’s ‘mild hybrid’ system, 
known as SHVS. This offers a slight - although barely 
noticeable - boost in performance over the regular 
engine, while fuel economy improves from 61.4mpg to 
65.7mpg. C02 emissions stand at 97g/km with SHVS, 
compared with the standard engine’s 104g/km. 

While the Boosterjet is certainly a competent little 
motor, and does a good job of getting the Swift up to 
speed in a respectable fashion, under hard acceleration 
it does sound strained. 

A larger 1.2-litre four-cylinder engine is also available 
with the Swift. It produces 89bhp and 120Nm of torque 
for a 0-60mph time of 11.7 seconds. This engine is also 
available with the SHVS system, which allows for C02 
emissions of lOlg/km, while fuel economy stands at 
62.8mpg on the combined cycle. 

While the Swift is by no means a hugely powerful car, 
thanks to its small size and the fact that it weighs just 
840kg, on a windy road it feels like a little go-kart. The 
steering is light and allows you to point the Swift where 
you want with ease, while the notchy five-speed manual 
has a purposeful feel to it. 

There is a fair amount of body roll through the corners, 
but as far as grip is concerned, the Swift feels planted. 
Rough surfaces can cause it to bounce around a bit, 
however, so it will be interesting to see how it copes on 
British tarmac. 

The Swift was well-mannered on the motorway and 
didn’t feel unstable at cruising speeds. While there was a 
fair amount of wind noise, it isn’t enough to make a long 
journey exhausting. 

In town, its small proportions made navigating tight, 
busy streets much easier. 

Suzuki can consider the new Swift a job well done. 

It’s certainly not the most exciting car on the market, 
or the most luxurious, but there was something rather 
charming about its unpretentious, no-nonsense manner. 
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Low Mileage Now 

64 Peugeot 108 Hatchback 1.2 VTi Allure 5dr Grey Only 1030 Miles £7,495 £7,695 

63 Nissan Micra Hatchback 1.2 Acenta Green Only 5000 Miles £6,995 

62 Kia Venga 1.4 EcoDynamics 2 Blue Only 6000 Miles £6,995 

14 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 VTi 16V Exclusive EGS6 Blue 7000 Miles £8,995 

14 Seat Leon Diesel 1.6 TDI SE 5dr DSG Tech Blue 7000 Miles £9,995 £10,495 

14 Vauxhall Astra Sports Tourer 2.0 CDTi Elite Auto Brown 8000 Miles £8,995 

15 Citroen Cl Hatchback 1.0 VTi Flair ETG Grey Only 9000 Miles £7,695 

62 Citroen Berlingo 1.6 HDi Air XTR EGS6 Blue With Hoist 10000 Miles 

63 Ford Focus Diesel 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec Red Only 11000 Miles £8,495 

14 Hyundai 120 Hatchback 1.2 Active Silver Only 12000 Miles £6,395 


£7,995 

£8,995 

£8,995 

£6,995 



Citroen 

59 Citroen C3 Picasso Diesel 1.6 HDi 16V Exclusive Red 15k 
12 Citroen C3 Picasso Diesel Estate 1.6 HDi 8V VTR+ Grey 30k 

12 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 e-HDi Air VTR+ EGS6 Grey 32k 

14 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Airdream VTR+ Silver 17k 

14 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Exclusive+ Red 62k 

11 Citroen C4 Picasso Diesel 1.6 HDi VTR+ Silver 45k 

06 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Exclusive 4dr Auto White 79k 
57 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Silver 62k 

57 Citroen C6 Diesel Saloon 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Black 

14 Citroen Gr C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Air Exclusive+ ETG6 Blue 21 k 

15 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Exclusive+ ETG6 Red 44k 

14 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi Exclusive ETG6 Blue 41 k 
Ford 

15 Ford B-max Hatchback 1.6 Zetec Powershift Blue 16k 

13 Ford C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Zetec Blue 33k 

14 Ford C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Zetec Brown 19k 

63 Ford Fiesta Hatchback 1.0 EcoBoost Zetec Blue 19k 
13 Ford Fiesta Hatchback 1.6 Zetec Powershift Black 22k 

64 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec Navigator White 29k 
09 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi Zetec Silver 84k 

63 Ford Focus Diesel 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec Black 32k 

61 Ford Focus Diesel 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec Blue 31 k 

62 Ford Focus Diesel Hatchback 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec White 89k 

13 Ford Focus Hatchback 1.6 Zetec 5dr White 13k 

14 Ford Grand C-max Diesel 1.6 TDCi Titanium White 14k 
Nissan 

14 Nissan Juke Hatchback 1.6 Acenta 5dr Red 24k 

63 Nissan Juke Hatchback 1.6 Acenta White 23k 

58 Nissan Micra Hatchback 1.4 Tekna Black 54k 

14 Nissan Note 1.2 DiG-S Acenta Premium Blue 50k 
14 Nissan Note 1.5 dCi Acenta Premium 5dr Blue 27k 
14 Nissan Note Diesel Hatchback 1.5 dCi Tekna Grey 19k 
14 Nissan Qashqai 1.5 dCi Acenta Premium Blue 24k 

60 Nissan Qashqai Diesel 1.5 dCi [110] Tekna Beige 48k 
Peugeot 

63 Peugeot 2008 1.6 e-HDi Active EGC Brown 21 k 
63 Peugeot 2008 Diesel Estate 1.6 e-HDi Allure White 33k 
63 Peugeot 208 Hatchback 1.6 VTi Allure Auto Grey 40k 
14 Peugeot 3008 Diesel Estate 1.6 HDi Active Grey 17k 
13 Peugeot 308 Diesel 1.6 HDi 92 Access Silver 71k 



£6,495 

£5,795 

£6,295 


£8,295 

£9,295 

£9,495 

£9,295 

£9,795 


£6,995 

£9,795 

£9,995 

£7,295 

£7,495 

£7,495 

£7,695 

£13,295 

£13,495 


£12,795 


£11,795 

£8,795 

£8,995 

£7,795 

£7,995 


£8,995 

£7,995 

£8,295 

£7,695 

£7,995 

£8,795 

£9,495 

£2,995 

£3,295 

£7,795 

£8,295 

£6,995 

£7,495 


£6,495 

£8,295 

£8,795 


£11,295 


£8,995 

£8,295 

£8,795 


£3,495 

£6,795 

£6,995 

£6,995 

£7,695 


£8,495 

£12,995 

£13,795 


£9,295 

£7,795 

£7,995 


£8,795 


£7,495 


£9,495 

£4,295 

£4,795 


Vauxhall 

10 Vauxhall Astra 1.6i 16V Exclusiv Auto Blue 68k 

64 Vauxhall Astra Tourer 2.0 CDTI 165 Sri Black 24k 

58 Vauxhall Combo 1.3 CDTi Auto With Access Ramp Silver 81 k 
14 Vauxhall Meriva 1.6 CDTi 16V eco Exclusiv Blue 19k 

62 Vauxhall Meriva Estate 1.4i 16V SE Grey 23k 

65 Vauxhall Mokka Diesel 1.6 CDTi ecoFLEX SE Black 22k 
14 Vauxhall Mokka Hatchback 1,6i SE Blue 21 k 

63 Vauxhall Zafira 1.7 CDTi ecoFLEX Exclusiv [110] Grey 23k 
60 Vauxhall Zafira 1.7 CDTi ecoFLEX Exclusiv [110] Silver 44k 
14 Vauxhall Zafira Estate 1.8i Exclusiv Brown 16k 

Others 

10 Honda Civic Hatchback 1.8 i-VTEC Si Red 69k 
57 Honda Jazz Hatchback 1.4 i-DSi SE 5dr Black 73k 

64 Kia Spoilage Diesel Estate 2.0 CRDi KX-2 Blue 18k 
14 Mercedes-benz B Class B180 CDI Sport White 42k 
14 Mini Countryman Diesel 2.0 Cooper S D Bronze 20k 

14 Renault Clio 1.5 dCi 90 Dynamique S MediaNav Energy Red 21 k 

65 Renault Grand Scenic 1.5 dCi Dynamique Nav Black 20k 
14 Skoda Yeti Outdoor Estate 1.2 TSI SE White 27k 

11 Toyota Yaris 1.33 WT-i T Spirit Nav Silver 87k 

13 Volkswagen Golf Diesel Hatchback 1.6 TDI 105 SE Blue 16k 


£3,995 

£4,695 

£8,495 

£2,495 

£2,995 

£7,295 

£7,495 

£6,495 

£12,495 

£9,995 

£10,495 

£7,495 

£7,995 

£5,995 

£7,495 

£4,495 

£4,995 

£2,695 

£2,995 

£14,495 

£14,995 

£12,495 

£11,795 

£11,995 

£7,995 

£8,795 

£11,995 

£10,995 

£3,295 

£3,495 

£10,295 

£10,995 
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Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit I , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill DY5 ITB 

Tel: 01 384 906030 

OpeningTimes: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I I -4 
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Aaron Rai meets Colin Montgomerie as a five-year-old 


As a youngster in his back garden putting green in Perton 


Aaron aged 11 at Patshull Park with pro Richard Bissell 



Aaron Rai in action earlier this year 



Playing at 3 Hammers, aged four, watched by Gary Gilligan 


From putting in the back 
garden to a Major player 


WISCONSIN is a long way from Wolver¬ 
hampton - but it is a journey made pos¬ 
sible by dedication, determination and 
no little talent. 

So when 22-year-old Aaron Rai, who was 
born in Wolverhampton and raised in Perton, 
stepped out for the US Open at Erin Hills, 
he was rubbing shoulders with the cream of 
world golf, including four-time Major winner 
Rory Mcllroy and World No.l Dustin Johnson. 
Brooks Koepka took home the trophy. 

But Rai, who was watched by proud parents Amrik 
Singh and Dalvir Shukl, insisted it had been an 
‘amazing experience’. 

The Patshull Park member enjoyed a great start to 
his Major championship debut in the first round. The 
22-year-old was in the third group out and birdied the 
par-five first to claim an early share of the lead. 

He ended day one with a one-over-par 73 but a 
round of 80 on day two meant he missed the cut. 

But the former Perton Primary School and Wolver¬ 
hampton Grammar School boy, who has recorded two 
victories on the Challenge Tour this season, insisted 
he had enjoyed his experience. “It was great,” he said. 
“It was an amazing experience although I wasn’t 
aware of sharing the lead after one hole - maybe 71 
holes early!” 

Automatic 

Rai booked his place at Erin Hills by winning the 
36-hole international qualifying event at Walton 
Heath and another win on the Challenge Tour would 
secure automatic promotion to the European Tour. 

“It’s been a fantastic season so far, I couldn’t have 
asked for anything more,” added Rai. 

“It’s amazing to get a taste of it and it would be 
fantastic to have more opportunities in the future,” 
he said. 

At 7,845 yards, Erin Hills was the longest course in 
Major championship history, but Rai was not one of 
the players to complain about the deep rough lining 
the fairways. 

“I thought it was a great course,” he added. “It’s 
a very good test but it’s also fair at the same time. 
If you play well, get the ball in position and hit some 
good approach shots the greens are perfect so you can 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Joe Edwards 


“He’s just like anyone from 
the public, no big ego think¬ 
ing he is the best player in the 
world or anything like that.” 


give yourself some chances. But if you’re a little bit 
out on all of those you could run up some numbers on 
any hole. It was tough but very fair.” 

Major competition capped an incredible rise for the 
young professional is currently in just his second year 
on the European Challenge Tour - the second tier of 
professional golf. 

Rai made a stunning breakthrough winning the 
Kenya Open, in March, just weeks after his 22nd 
birthday. 

“Kenya was very special to win,” he said. “My mum 
was there and she was born in Kenya. It was a very 
special week.” 

From that success, a number of consistent perfor¬ 
mances have seen him shoot up the Challenge Tour 
order of merit as well as the world rankings. 

Another victory followed in Andalucia, Spain, put¬ 
ting him within one more Challenge Tour victory of 
securing a pass through to the full European Tour. 

“If you win three times in a year on the Challenge 
Tour you are through to the European Tour for the 
rest of this year and next year too,” he said. “I’ve had 
a pretty steady and consistent level of performance 
this year. 

“The top 15 players get on to the European Tour by 
right but I’ve only made a good start so far. There’s 
still a long, long way to go.” 

Rai has progress from his back garden putting 
green at his home in Perton where his family still 
lives - through coaching sessions at the 3 Hammers 
complex in Coven and on to the fairways at Patshull 
Park as one of its youngest members. 

The putting green at home is still there but it 


doesn’t look quite so new nowadays, said Rai. But he 
believed his own hard work was paying dividends. 

“Certainly with any sport you have to work hard 
to achieve your ambitions,” he said. “It’s a whole life¬ 
style that you have to adopt.” 

That has been in evidence since he was swinging a 
club as a four-year-old with his dad, and remembered 
by those who helped develop Rai’s burgeoning golfing 
talent of prodigal proportions. 

Richard Bissell, Patshull Park’s resident profes¬ 
sional, remembers Aaron’s work ethic well and is 
thrilled to see him find a place at golfs top table. 

“It is fantastic. I keep in touch with him on social 
media and I see him down the club quite often,” he 
said. 

“When he’s not playing, he is usually down here, 
in the gym. 

“It is testament to the hard work and his lev¬ 
el-headedness over the years - he has never got too 
big for his boots. 

“He keeps himself to himself a bit, but he’s just a 
nice guy and level-headed.” 

Progress 

And Bissell added: “He’s just like anyone from the 
public, no big ego thinking he is the best player in the 
world or anything like that. I have known him since 
he was five. I remember us welcoming him here, and 
we have seen him progress. 

“I said to quite a few people to watch out for him 
around six months ago, and he has proved me right.” 

And Ian Bonser, the owner of the 3 Hammers com¬ 
plex, also recalls a young boy driven to succeed, turn¬ 
ing into a man with immense dedication to his craft. 

“Aaron has been a regular visitor here since he was 
about four,” he recalled. 

“I’ve got a newspaper cutting from when he was a 
boy and it says he was born at 3.33am on the third 
of the third - and got his first hole-in-one on the par 
three course here.” 

And Bonser added: “Aaron is still a regular visitor 
here and he is still the same lad who came in back in 
about 1999. 

“The one thing I would says about him is he is the 
hardest working, most dedicated person I’ve seen. 
Nobody deserves to do well more.” 


Glad it’s over as £1 m 
Wolves misfit departs 

MISFIT Paul Gladon says he’s pleased to have returned to former club 
Heracles after his difficult year at Wolves. The £lm signing made just three 
scoreless appearances in gold and black and last played for the first team 
in September. 

Ex-boss Paul Lambert said Gladon wasn’t ‘up to speed’ for the Champi¬ 
onship and the Dutchman didn’t feature in a first-team squad under the 
Scot. The former Sparta Rotterdam striker, aged 25, rejoined Eredivisie 
side Heracles on a season-long loan deal. He scored six goals in 27 appear¬ 
ances during his previous season with the club in 2015/16. 

Gladon, who had signed a three-year contract with Wolves last summer, 
struggled to adapt in England country on his own - but said joining Wolves 
was still an opportunity he couldn’t turn down. 

“I had some minutes at the beginning of the season, then I had to only 
train,” Gladon told Heracles’ official website. If you do not play games and 
only allowed to train, it is not good to very often be ‘home alone’. 


Grassroots heroes are 
commended at awards 

STAFFORDSHIRE FA’s grassroots heroes were honoured at the Commu¬ 
nity Awards at Stoke’s Bet365 stadium. A total of 15 awards were given 
to honour the achievements of clubs, representatives and leagues over the 
past 12 months. 

Wyrley Juniors won the FA Charter Standard Community Club Award, 
while the Walsall Junior Youth League won the FA Charter Standard 
League Award, with the Staffordshire County Senior League applauded. 

The Coach of the Year gong went to Bilbrook Juniors’ Mark Smith Park, 
with Paige Snape of Chasetown FC awarded the Young Volunteer of the 
Year prize. The Staffordshire Ladies Over 30s League was also winners, as 
the Best Inclusive Project. 

Bilston Town CFC’s Denise Frankham was highly commended for the 
People’s Choice Award for Outstanding Contribution to Community Foot¬ 
ball, and Chris Burton, from Hawkins Sports FC, was recognised for the FA 
Groundsman of the Year at Step 7 or Below. 


Girls vie to get hands 
on tournament trophy 

THE Midlands is leading the way in handball participation for girls, with 
more than 700 13-to-15-year-olds taking up the sport in the last year. 

And next Tuesday, 100 girls from across the Midlands will compete in the 
first Cameron Homes Girls Handball Tournament at Aldersley Stadium, 
Wolverhampton. It will see teams from South Derbyshire, Shropshire, Sut¬ 
ton Coldfield and Cannock Chase compete in two age groups - under-13 and 
under-15 - attempting to win the first of the annual events. 

Handball coach and tournament organiser Nenad Popovic said: “We’re 
building a strong foundation in the Midlands by encouraging young girls to 
become more active and get involved with handball. The Cameron Homes 
tournament is fantastic opportunity for girls to get a taste for competitive 
handball and see why so many people have fallen in love with the sport.” 

Girls Handball has seen a huge increase in participation over the past 12 
months, with teams in Sutton Coldfield, Telford and Burntwood all forming 
junior teams. Cannock are the current under-18 national champions. 
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Brummies 
lose out in 
spite of fight 

BIRMINGHAM put in a battling display 
but were unable to prevent a 49-41 de¬ 
feat in the second leg of their Knockout 
Cup tie with Plymouth at the St Boni¬ 
face Arena. Brummies had lost the first 
leg at home by 47-43 to go down 96-84 
on aggregate 

Team boss Graham Drury declared 
himself proud of the performance of his 
young side despite failing to overturn a 
four-point deficit. 

The Surestop Brummies demonstrated 
plenty of positives, with No.l Jack Par- 
kinson-Blackburn bagging an impressive 
12-point haul whilst Tom Bacon and 
Taylor Hampshire also notched double 
figures. 

But it was not enough to make up for 
Wednesday’s disappointing defeat on 
home shale - and Drury says they will 
now focus their efforts on defending 
their Travel Plus National League title. 

Said Drury: “There was a lot of dis¬ 
appointment after a below-par per¬ 
formance at home, but I think we did 
ourselves proud tonight. 

“With four heats to go there was a 
real belief that we could pull it off, and 
I know Plymouth knew they had a fight 
on their hands. 

“Unfortunately we fell just short, and 
we’re obviously disappointed to be out of 
the Cup, but we can take plenty of posi¬ 
tives from tonight. 

“The newcomer, Taylor Hampshire, 
did very well once again scoring ten 
points, but the big disappointment was 
rider replacement only getting three 
points to cover for David Mason.” 

Terry: I've come 
to Villa to win the 
Championship 


JOHN TERRY turned down more lu¬ 
crative offers from the Premier League 
to join Villa. The former Chelsea cen¬ 
tre-half admitted his reluctance to line¬ 
up against his for¬ 
mer club played a 
large part in his 
decision to reject 
the advances of 
the likes of Albion 
and Swansea and 
join Steve Bruce. 

The 36-year- 
old also insisted 
the ambition of 

Bruce and Terry Villa and the P er ‘ 
suasiveness of 
manager Bruce were also a huge draw 
in luring him to the West Midlands on 
a one-year deal, reported to be worth 
£60,000-a-week with a £2 million bonus 
should Villa achieve promotion. 

“I had a lot of big financial offers to 
play in the Premier League and still play 
at the top, but once I took that decision 
out of it - that I wasn’t playing in the 
Premier League - this was an easy one 
for me.” 



Former Heathens ace lla dies aged 63 


FORMER Cradley Heathens rider lla 
Teromaa, a firm favourite on the Dud¬ 
ley Wood terraces, has died. 

The Finnish ace raced for the Hea¬ 
thens over two seasons in 1979-80 at 
the start of a golden era for the club. 

A spokesman said: “Everyone asso¬ 
ciated with Cradley Heathens would 
like to offer our sincere condolences 
. to Ila’s family and lla leaves us with 

lla Teromaa in his heyday some wonderful memories.” 



Meanwhile, Stoke gained only 
their second win of the season as 
they gained a hard fought 47-43 vic¬ 
tory over Cradley in the Travel Plus 
National League at Loomer road on 
Sunday evening. The AR Richards 
Potters gained an opening heat 4-2 
from Mitchell Davey and Ryan Ter- 
ry-Daley over Ben Morley to lead early 
on before Cradley struck back with a 
4-2 from former Potter James Cockle 


and Luke Harris over Potters skipper 
Tony Atkin. 

The Potters then caused the real 
damage with a mid-meeting rally of 
heat victories starting with a 5-1 from 
Davey and Terry-Daley. 

STOKE 47: Paul Burnett 12+1, Mitchell Davey 10, 
Tony Atkin 9, Ryan Terry-Daley 6+2, Luke Priest 5, 
David Wallinger 4+1, Joe Alcock 1. 

CRADLEY 43: Ben Morley 13+1, Tom Perry 9+2, 
Conor Dwyer 6, James Cockle 5, Shelby Rutherford 
4+1, Luke Harris 4, Joe Lawlor 2+1. 


CHINA BOOST 
IN ZHANG BID 


Rodriguez thrilled to be a Baggie 



Jay Rodriguez, who hopes to be scoring goals in a Baggies shirt next season 


ALBION have signed 20-year- 
old Chinese striker Yuning 
Zhang on a three-year-con- 
tract from Vitesse Arnhem and 
immediately loaned him to 
Werder Bremen. 

Albion have described the deal as a 
‘development project’ with the hope he 
may one day become a Premier League 
player. 

But they have not hidden 
the commercial motives 
behind the deal, aimed at 
boosting the club’s pro¬ 
file in China, homeland of 
owner Guochuan Lai. 

The money paid to Vi¬ 
tesse has not come out 
of Tony Pulis’s transfer 
budget for this summer 
and Bremen will be paying 
a portion of his wages. 
China are currently out¬ 
side the top 50 of FIFA’s world rankings mean¬ 
ing a work permit would be not be granted if the 
forward tried to play in England. 

Director of football administration Richard 
Garlick, who flew to Germany this week to finish 
talks, said: “Zhang will get the chance to further 
develop at Bremen, with whom we have an excel¬ 
lent relationship. 

“He will be challenging for a place in a top Eu¬ 
ropean league and we will be monitoring his pro¬ 
gress before reassessing his prospects. There is 
no doubt he has a lot of qualities which Bremen 
are well-positioned to grow and develop. 

“There is no doubt there are commercial bene¬ 
fits with the deal but the primary target is to de¬ 
velop one of the best young players in a booming 
corner of the football industry.” 

Zhang has a chance to endear himself to Albion 
fans almost immediately, as Werder Bremen take 
on rivals Wolves in a pre-season friendly in Aus¬ 
tria next Wednesday, July 12. 


JAY RODRIGUEZ has expressed his delight 
at finally joining Albion - as Tony Pulis’s 
long-standing pursuit of the striker came to an 
end. 

The 27-year-old put pen to paper on a four- 
year deal at The Hawthorns after completing 
his move from Premier League rivals South¬ 
ampton. In what has the potential to be a club 
record deal, it is understood Rodriguez has 
joined for an initial £12 million - which could 


rise to £15m subject to performance-related 
clauses. That would surpass the £13m the Bag¬ 
gies paid Tottenham to land Nacer Chadli in 
August 2016. 

Pulis previously tried to sign Rodriguez in 
August last year and again in January. And 
the player admits he is thrilled the move is now 
complete. 

“After one or two ‘near misses’ I’m abso¬ 
lutely buzzing to be here,” Rodriguez said. 



Walsall back 
to winning 
ways at last 

WALSALL bounced back from two 
successive defeats with a convincing 
nine-wicket win at Gorway against bot- 
tom-of-the-table Brockhampton in the 
Birmingham League Cricket Premier 
Division. 

Paul Byrne took 4-48 for Walsall, for 
whom former Old Hill skipper Danny 
Cox scored 91. 

Despite 69 from Liam Banks, West 
Bromwich Dartmouth were dismissed 
for 164 - Jacques Banton taking 7-54 - 
as they failed by 85 runs to chase down 
Barnt Green’s 249-8, to leave them fifth 
in the standings. 

In Division One, Smethwick’s last-ball 
win over Wellington lifts them into third 
place in the table, dismissing the visitors 
for 169 in response to their own 195-8. 

Smethwick were reliant on Mo Sheikh 
(82) and Amrinder Brar (55no) for the 
bulk of their runs with Wellington’s 
skipper Wendell Wagner recording fig¬ 
ures of 3-51 from 17 overs. 

Dan Lloyd hit 46 for Wellington, who 
succumbed to the last ball of the game 
from Gurinder Singh (4-53). 

Bottom club Old Hill’s victory over 
Wombourne keeps them in touch with 
safety and owed much to Daud Islam, 
who took 4-46 as Wombourne folded to 
121 all out. 

The experienced Ravi Nagra (52no) 
and teenager Harry Baddams (50no) 
eased Old Hill over the finishing line. 

Streetly smashed 304-8 in their vic¬ 
tory over Stratford-upon-Avon with 100 
from Imran Qadir and 46 from Sean 
Dunne. Sagar Mangalorkar (5-41) and 
Steve Hinton (3-45) saw Stratford off 
for 125. 

An emotional loss 
for Ricky at arena 

TIPTON’S Ricky Summers admitted he 
was brought to the verge of tears after 
missing out on the British light-heav¬ 
yweight title at London’s 02 Arena on 
Saturday. 

Summers was outpointed by Enfield’s 
Frank Buglioni going down by a unani¬ 
mous decision on the judges’ cards - 116- 
113, 115-114 and 118-111. 

And afterwards he said: “Frank is a 
great champion and can hold a shot very 
well. I would love to do it again. I want 
to be on the big stage and am absolutely 
gutted - I could cry.” 
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Patio Doors from £750 
Extensions & Garage 
Coversions 

Friendly, personal touch 
and jobs completed to 
high standards 








































































